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INTRODUCTION. 



Tn presenting to the public the foUovritig Lectures, 
the editor deems it tncunibenl upon him, in Jusliee to 
lAe gentleman aha delivered them, to make a fan ex- 
ptanatory obsertations respecting their publication; 
and to account Jor any errors viMch may be de- 
lected by the literary reader, it may, perhaps, only be 
ttecesiary to mention that they are printed from the 
notes cf the short-hand writer aho took them damn at 
the time qf fAeir delivery. 

Much indeed it is to be regretted, and by no one 
more than the editor, that they have not made their 
appearance with the sanction and revision of the 
learned author; at the same lime it cannot f^il to striJtt 
the intelligent reader, that, considering their extem- 
poraneous character, these lectures, upon stiijeets 
leAich embrace so wide and multifarious a range qA 
observation, both literary and scientific, amply vindi- 
cate Mr. Barney's reputation as an evMnt biblical 
critic; and though his correction lehile pcming through 
the press mould have prevented many little defects that 
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note exist in the work ; it is not improbabU that, from 
his apprecialioa /Jf lie importance qf the ivJiject, they 
would have been deprined qf muck qf their present 
features as oral discourses. 

Should it be urged by any that their publication is 
needless, as so taatty learned and valuable works con- 
nected with bSilical literature have beea prepared for 
the press, the editor would reply, and believes that the 
e^erience qf ntifst of bis readers will concur with him, 
that the mind vhich ma}/ feel iiuapable or inditpoied 
to grapple with the arguments tf a studied treatise, mill 
pleatajitly listen to the easy, unlaboured eloquence qf a 
viva vope lecture. And the unmingled satisfaction ex- 
pressed by those who heard these lectures, the editor 
hopes uiill prone a sufficient apology for this e?uleavour 
to extend their ben^t lo that very large portion of the 
Society, and the public in geTteral who had not that 
advantage. Their simple and angle aim seems to be 
to point out and lo prove, how irresistible is tie autho- 
rity, how matchless the beauty, and how adapted lo 
the condition qf man is the revelatiim of the Holy 
Scriptures. And if they conduce, in however tri- 
fting a degree, to this great end, the editor cannot but 
believe that their esteemed author, hou-ever he may have 
disliked their unauthorised circulation, will be arwiiig 
the first lo rejoice at Vie results. 



[ GENUINENESS AND AU'lT-IENTICnT 
NEW TESTAMENT. 



I sHorLD iike my young friends to figure to 
themselves, the case of a person who is entirely 
unacquainted with the ctristiaii reUgion, hut 
who, nevertheless, is competent to inquire into 
those circumstances, and tliuae historical facts, 
which prove its truth. I should like them to 
suppose, tliat such a person ia provided with a 
copy of the New Testament; and that he 
should take the opportunity of giving it 
careful perusal. It is quite impossible that 
person so circumstanced should fail to be 
tremely struck with the contents of the volume. 
He would find throughout the volume, that air 
of simplicity, that naturalness, and that remark- 
able moral and spiritual weight, which would 
mce afford the truth to liim, that it 
I buok of no common order ; nor could he fg 
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to be peculiarly atruck by the account contained 
in that volume, of the wondrous person, whose 
life, and death, and resurrection, and doctrine, 
it so clearly describes : — a person claiming the 
divme characte*-, and, at the same time, shew- 
ing forth all human perfections ; and, supjioa- 
ing him to be a candid inquirer after truth, 
there are two questions, which would immedi- 
ately arise with him, respecting this extraor- 
dinary book — a book, which the whole compass 
of his literary researches would afford him no 
parallel to ; nothing at all comparable to it in 
point of weight, beauty, power, and moral 
cogency ! he would ask himself, in the first 
place, la this book genuine ? and, in the next 
place, Is this book authentic ? 

I wish my young friends to remark the 
distinction, between j/enuineness and authen- 
ticity ; it is of importance, in all inquiries of 
the present kind. When we say that a book is 
genuine, we mean that it is no forgery, that it 
was truly written by the persons whose names 
it bears, and in the age in which it professes 
to have been produced. When we say that a 
book is authentic, we mean by that — that the 
j^n^that the history which^t 



containe.and the circumstances which it relatei, 
are truly described, and hiive really happened. 

Now, before we inquire into the authenticity 
of ft book, find into the truth of the history J 
which it relates, the question of its genuineneai I 
arifiea in the first instance, and must be disposed' X 
of before we go further. Now it bo happenB,.J 
that the genuineness of the books of whicli.] 
the New Testament is composed, has been the 
subject of more critical and more literary 1 
inquiry, and of a clearer and more elaborate' ■ 
investigation, than any books which have evef a 
been written ; and the result of that investiga-.j 
tion is, indeed, most satisfactory. 
be esteemed a fool, or at least entirely ignorantu 
in the critical world, and amongst those whoj 
are accustomed to scholastic literature, i 
would dare, for a moment, to dispute I 
genuineness of the New Testament. The plain I 
fact is, that we are in possession of evidence 1 
of its genuineness, unspeakably superior to 
that of any other ancient book whatever, 
unless, indeed, it be the Old Testament, of 
which I shall soon afterwards speak. 

I do not know whether my young t 
iiquainted with the method 
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iwually adopted by criticH, in order to prow: 
tke genuinenesB of any ancient book. There 
by which it is effected — 
; are internal 
ra the question, 

it recognised 
e subject, as 
y caU, their 
e all know. 



there are external, and ther 
evidences ; in the first place comi 
Has thia book been quoted by 
have lived in subsequent ages ; is 
by persons who wrote on the sai 
the ground of, -what we may nc 
science ? Now we find, and ^ 
that there is no book eo largely quoted in the 
present day, by speakers and by writers, on 
any Hubjeet connected with religion, as the 
New Testament ; and thousands and tens of 
thousands of volumes might now be produced, 
without the smallest difficulty, all of which 
would be found teeming with quotations from 
the New Testament; but the strengtli of our 
cause lies here, that the quotations which are 
made from the New Testament, present to ua a 
series, which begins in the first century of the 
churchof Christ, and of which the only termina- 
tion is to be found in the present day. It is not 
that the New Testament is largely quoted now, 
it is, that it was largely quoted 1,600 years 



■within a few years after the book was written. 
When the New Testament was composed — the 
four Gospels by the four EvangelistB, and. the 
EpistleB by the Apostles whose names they 
bear; the book of Revelation by the apostle 
John, and the book of Acts, by Luke, the 
companion of Paul ; the manuscripts — which 
cmntained the writings, were circulated by de- 
grees ; and they were written in the language 
which then pervaded the civilized world, to a 
fiir greater extent than any other language. 

You may ask how persons, who were accua- 
tomed, generaUy, to speak the Hebrew and 
Syrian languages, which was the case with 
most of the Apostles and Evangelists, should 
write in Greek ; and the answer is — that th8 
Greek was the pervasive language of the day, 
and was understood both by Jews and Gentiles, 
to a very large extent ; all their manuscripts, 
therefore, soon obtaiued a wide circulation ; 
and we find quotations from different parts of 
the New Testament, even in the iirat century, 
Bamahfls wrote an Epistle, which is not in- 
cluded in the canon of scripture, and does not 
bear the marks of scripture, but which is traced 
vibe write ra of the first century ; this 
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ttdns some writiiigB of the New Testiunefl 
Clement of Home, lived nearly at the close ^ 
the first century ; he was, in 
rary with the apostle Paul, who mentions him, 
and we have some of his genuine productions 
in our hands ; he wrote an epistle to the 
Corinthians, and, in this epistle, he makes 
Ifu^e quotations and plain references from the 
Epistle which Paul had written to the same 
chuioh : he says, " Take in your hands the 
Epistle of the Apostle Paul." That they could 
never have done, if the Epistle of Paul had not 
exiated ; and then he goes on to quote the 
words of Paul : what can be more satisfactory, 
what can more plainly prove the genuineness 
of Paul's Epistle to the Corinthians ? But I 
should like any man to compare with the 
Epistle to the Corinthians all the other Epistlee 
of Paul, and he will find that they are all 
written in the same style ; in the same inimit- 
able mode of thought and composition ; in the 
same peculiar form ; and no one can for a 
moment doubt, that if the Epistle to the Co- 
rinthians is genuine, all the other Epistles are 
genuine also ; they all come from the same 
mind, and from the same pen. 
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Now it is an interesting circumstance, that 
Clement of Rome, quoted very largely from 
the Epistle to the Hebrews, and as this epistle 
is anonymous, it is a matter of considerable 
importance, that we are in poaseasion of a 
most undoubted eyidenoe, in Clement's writ- 
ings, of the existence of that important part 
of scripture, in the apostolic age. About the 
time that Clement lived at Rome, Ignatius and 
Polycarp lived in Asia, and they also quoted 
irom the Gospels and Epistles, Ignatius par- 
ticularly. We then go on a little further, and 
we come to a very important person, Justin 
Martyr, who lived in tlic year 147. and he 
wrote a controversy with the Jews, on the 
subject of the christian religion : his works 
are in our hands ; he also wrote an Apology 
for Christianity, addressed to the Roman Em- 
peror ; and in liis books we find quotations, 
of a most clear and explicit nature ; and very 
numerous, both from the Gospels and Epistles. 
About the year 1 70, a man of the name of 
Tatian, published a Harmony of the Gospels. 
Now, of course he could not have compared 
the Gospels together, and put them all into 

e concentrated form, if they had not 
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and been widely circulated during las' 
Soon afterwards we come to Clemena 
Alexandria, and Tertullian ; one in Egypt 
the other at Carthage, or in the neighbourln 
of Carthage ; and I venture to say, that 
are more quotations in the writings of 1 
lian alone, from the New Testament, 
there are from the works of Cicero, in i 
authors who have lived since Cicero, who hi 
taken any notice of him ; in fact, the 
Testament is infused into the writings of 
tullian ; and If any one of you would tate 
the trouble of collecting the quotations from the 
New Testament yon would have almost all the 
New Testament itself ; and almost' the same 
observation applies to Clemens of Alexandria ; 
and while they were flourishing, a great lumi- 
nary appeared ia the person of Irensus, who 
lived about the year 170. and he wrote a book 
against the heretics of the day, and, in order 
to prove that those heretics had taken 
ground, be refutes all their opinions from 
passages of the New Testament ; his 
are also in our hands. 
Thus we go forward to Origen: Origen 
uirdinaiT churact 
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Platonic philosopher probably, converted to 

Christianity ; he lived in Lesser Asia ; a man 
of prodigious learning, hia works are very 
voluminous ; they are now in our hands, and 
moat satisftictory circumatance, that the 
works of Ori^n teem with quotations from the 
Gospels and Epistles, and, in fact, from every 
part both of the Old and New Testaments ; 
and what is worthy of remark is, that tbc 
person against whom he wrote, whose name 
was Cebus, a bitter enemy to Christianity, 
freely admits, that those writings from which 
Origen quotes, were the writings of the Apos- 
tles and Evangelists. Now there are few 

lOre satisfactory, than the plain tcsti- | 
mony of an enemy ; we know that there is 
partiality in our favor here. A bitter enemy 1 
to chriatiamty, could say nothing against the I 
.genuineness of the book, so early as the tliird I 
century : we may rest assured, that nothing i 
ever could be said, or ever can 
ture, against its genuineness. After the time \ 
of Origen, authors multiply on us in every I 
'direction ; the writings of the ancient Fatlien \ 
are very voluminous, and it would be quite i 
go over the list of them ; thej 
ft5 
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filled with qtiotatioii^ from the New Testament; 
just in the same way as the works of modem 
theologians; but it 19 worthy of remiirk, that it is 
not merely quotations from the sacred volumes , 
many of them WTote commentaries on it ; aad 
they could not write commentaries on u book 
that did not exist. And what is still more im- 
portant, others engaged themselves in producing 
versions of this book into other languages, and 
some of the versiona of the New Testament are 
of a very early date ; probably, one of the very 
beat veraions of the New Testament, is the Syri- 
ac Peachito; and this is traced, by the learned, 
to the first century. It is a most beantiful and 
literal version of the book ; it certainly is not 
of a later date than the second century. During 
the first and second centuries, the old Latin 
version was written ; imd modem investigation 
lias brought to light another version, of a very 
curious kind, in the language of tipper Egypt, 
also supposed to be written in the second 
century. 

Now do not you perceive, what amazingly 
strong evidence we have of the genuineness 
of the volume, in those distinct quotations from 
i^ made in flie firat and second centuries. In 
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Bubaequent centuries, these versions were very 
much increased and multiplied. So that we 
have a long-, unbroten line of quotations ; 
we have coininentaries, we have harmonies, we 
haveveraioas; we have, in fact, a flood of critical 
light, bearing externally on this subject; and no 
man, who is in the letist degree acquainted with 
this kind of investigation, can entertain the 
smallest doubt of the genuineness of the New 
Testament. However, I wish particularly to 
mention a very great man, who arose in the 
fourth century; his name wasEusebius; he lived 
atCesnrea, in Syria; he was a man of prodigious 
learning, and wrote a history of the church , 
he was extremely fond of critical pursuits. 
About the time when Euaehius lived, about the 
year 315 after Christ, the book of the New 
Testament was very lajgnly circulated in the 
hands of friends and enemies ; they were dis- 
tributed in Asia, Africa, and Europe ; in short 
in every part of the Roman Empire. They 
were read by persons of every persuasioii. 
Christianity was at that time making a rapid 
way through the whole bomidaries of the 
Roman Empire, and soon became the estab- 
lished reliejon of the Roman Ero: 



ten yean of the time of Eusebiue ; and at that 
tune Eusebius, the very prince of critics, one of 
the moat deliberate, nnd learned of all inquirers 
who have ever lived, in reference to this sub- 
ject, thus says, in speaking of the books of the 
New Testament, that " the four Gospels, the 
book of Acta, the Epistles of Paul, the First 
Epistle of Peter, and the First of John, were, 
at that time, universally aUowed to be a 
genuine production, in short, by far the greater 
part of the whole volume ;" and, notwith- 
standing the great extent to which it was 
circulated, there was but one unanimous feel- 
ing' — a sentiment among both friends and 
enemies ; his expressions are, " That they are 
universally confessed to be genuine ;" and 
then he mentions, (and it sliewa the precision 
with which he inquired into the subject, and 
that he took nothing on trust,) he mentions 
there were aome persona who had raised 
doubts, respecting the Second and lliird 
Epistles of John, the books of RevetaCiou, of 
Peter, and James ; but he gives plain evidence 
that those are also genuine. And in the year 
365, there was a general conclave of the 
of the christian church, held at Lao- 
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dicea, where they finally inquired into that 

subject, and came to a unanimous decision, 
that the whole canon of the New Testament, 
as we now receive it, waa a genuine canon ; 
and every part of it waa proved to be a genuine 
canon ; and at the same time (and it shews 
the precision with which tiey inquired,) 
rejecting a variety of spurious Gospels; for 
there were circulated spurious imitations of the 
true Gospels, and of the Epistles of Paul ; — 
and I should like very much for my' -young 
friends, who wish to go into the subject, to 
compare the genuine Gospels and Epistles, 
with those spurious imitatioi^, if they can be 
called imitations, which imitate only by a kind 
of mockery. You cannot read a single page 
of the New Testament without feeling, in 
your own minds, a certainty and a conviction, 
that you cannot get rid of, that what yon read 
is genuine. You cannot read a single page 
of the spurious productions, without being 
immediately satisfied that they are spurious ; 
the whole tenor and manner of them are totally 
different ; in point of fact, all those spurious 
productions were soon banished from the 
rotten and 
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heard of ; but they are still tn the hands of 
literary men, and prove their own falsity hy 
their internal weakness. 

Now these external evidences which are so 
numerous, so harmonious, and so strong, far 
beyond those which are brought to hear on 
any other ancient book in the world, are sup- 
ported by Internal evidences of the most pre- 
cise and definite character ; and first of these, 
(and I appeal to the memoriea of my young 
Mends as I go on — I hope you will write 
down these things on the tablet of your 
memory; they are worth remembering, all these 
circumstances ;) the main internal evidence of 
the genuineness of the New Testament, is the 
language in which it ia written. That lan- 
guage as I told you before was Greek ; but it 
was Greek of a peculiar kind ; it was Greek 
replete with Hebrew idioms. With the single 
exception of the works of Luke, who was 
himself a Grecian, the whole of the New 
Testament is written in Hebrew- Greek ; the 
language which a Jew could write, and only 
a Jew. You know that after tlie first century, 
there were no Jewish christians, or scarcely 
at all, — none that we know of-, 
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the Fathers of the Greek cturch, who wrote 
in common Greek, were no more capable of 
■writing the Greek of the New Teatament, 
than you would be of writing any language 
quite foreign to you. It is quite certain that 
there were no other christians capable of 
writing the language in which the New Testa- 
ment is written, except during the apostolic 
age itself ; and here is a broad internal evi- 
dence of the most important character : but 
again, there was nothing by which a spurious 
book WHS so weU detected, as by its anachro- 
nisms, that is to say, by its containing an 
account of circumstances which are proved, 
by subsequent and collateral investigation, not 
to have happened at the time of that history, 
to which the hook professes to relate ; and 
these spurious Gospels are all of them dis- 
proved by the most absurd anachronisms 
respecting their chronology. But the New 
Testament, although it has been in the hands 
of investigators for so many ages, is not found 
to contain a single absurdity, or anachroniEm 
of this description. 

The history of the New Testament tolljeE 
in all its points with the pTofane tufttavi ^ 



the time ; and the acxMiuiita which 
of the maimers of the Jews, of the 
the Romans, of the Roman governors, of the 
Roman laws, and of a variety of other parli- 
culara, eince then proved, are all found to coin- 
cide, with the moBt beautiful precision, with the 
accounts that we find respecting the Jews in the 
works of JoaephuB.in. thefirst century; and with 
accounts which we find of the hbtory and man- 
ners of the Romans, in their own authors. What 
can account for this harmony ? Nothing can 
but the genuineness of the book. Now judge 
as a specimen, and here is a. point which bears 
hath upon its genuineness and upon its authen- 
ticity or truth ; you are aware how many in- 
dividuals are mentioned in the New Testament, 
attaching to the family of Herod. I will 
venture to say, that there was no family, whose 
actione are recorded in ancient history, so 
intricate as the family of Herod, or scarcely 
any ; a variety of individuals, under peculiar 
circumstances, bearing the name of Herod, 
and therefore very great confusion 
history ; Herod the Great ; Herod Archelat 
and hia brethren ; and Herod Agrippa 
several others — and their history is interwoi 
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in a very peouliar manner, and it is exceed- 
ingly difficult to pick out, though it may be 
from the works of Josephus. Now all these 
Herods are named in the New Testament, 
and in a very natural manner ; and ye 
find, when we compare it side by side with 
the information respecting the Herod family, 
contained in Josephus, that the two perfectly 
tally together ; and nothing can account for 
tlie feet but the truth of both histories. 

So much for the genuineness of the New 
Testament ; and it is really dehghtful to be 
able to say, that there is no ancient book 
existing in any language, of which the genuine- 
ness is so largely and so satisfactorily demon- 
strated as that of the Gospels and Epistles, 
and every part of the New Testament. 

But then we come to the question of its 
authenlicity . I will suppose that the inquirer 
after truth. Laving investigated the subject 
with a critical eye, is fully satisfied in his 
own mind, that the book is genuine : — he says, 
•• WeU. but is the book true ?" Why. the 
very fact that the book itself is genuine, and 
written by the persons whose names it bears, 
affords a strong prima facie evidtiMy* ^JobIl^ 



book 13 tiiie. We have proved the gennin 
of the works of Liv}% Cicero, and Tncitm 
we do not think of disputing the trufll 
of their histories ; we take it for granted in 
the common order of things, that Livy, and 
Cicero, and Tacitus, were men of respecta- 
bility and truth, (as Ihey certainly were,) and 
therefore, without any further inquiry, we 
receive their works as true without the amalleBt 
difficulty, (and the same with respect to Xeno- 
phon, Thucydides, and all the ancient histori- 
auB,) and entertain no difficulty on the subject ; 
butthereiaonegTound on which the authenticity 
or truth of the history contained in the New 
Testament, demands a more close and precise 
investigation ; namely, — oa you know bo many 
parts of that history are miraculous, and there- 
fore an inquirer into truth (such as I suppoae 
on the present occasion,) might fairly demands I 
an extraordinary amount of evidence, to pro 
the authenticity of the New Testament. 

Now with that extraordinary amount of evi-4 
dence, we are perfectly prepared to funiiah 
; and I would just say, that this is ground 
which has been travelled over hy the pro- 
mt enlightened reosonere th*L 
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ever lived ; and in a very eepecial manner by 
fiaaon, Locke, and Newton : and tbosi: men, 
who were not likely to be deceived liy a mere 
shadow, and semblance of truth, were all of 
them entirely satisfied of the truth of the New 
Testajnent. In point of fact there is a great 
body of evidence on the subject, and no mau 
who goes into it with an impartial mind, caa 
fail to arise from the investigation with that 
mind entirely Eiatislied of the truth of tbe 
gospel history. In the first place be will ob- 
serve the confirmation of the truth of that 
history which is contained in the writings 
of an historian who had no connection with 
christians ; this is a very int£ieating line of 
enquiry. The works of Josephus afford a 
great deal of evidence of tliis description. I 
have just alluded to the whole history of the. 
Herod family ; how admirably it may be made' 
out by comparing it with the history of Jo- 
sephus, and so with many other particulars 
mentioned : the names of the governors ; of 
the high priests ; and so on, are clearly related 
by Joaephus. Among the Roman historians 
we have evidence of a precise and very in- 
tgeetine character, and especiallY in && ^rf&r 
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linga of Tacitus ; he tells ub an extraordinary 
; he was writing the life of Nero, who 
' lived in the year 64, after Christ, and he 

ie that Nero, amidst his mad and wickedl] 
actions, set the city of Rome on fire for 1 
amusement, and then in order 
Bclf from the reproach and obloquy which this 
action occasioned, he ascribed tlie burning of 
Lome to the poor christians, of 
s there were lai^e numbers at Rome ; aiidlj 
imagine it could not be that many of the clui 
tians were at that time at Rome, unless t 
history of Christ he true ; — lie goes on how- 
ever to tell us that the Christians derive their 
name from one Christ, who was put to death 
by Pontius Pilate, the governor of Judea, in 
' the reign of the Emperor Tiberius ; and since 
that his religion had spread in various parts of 
the Roman empire : so that the account of the 
life of Christ, the death of Christ, the precise 
date when our Saviour lived, the name of the 
Roman governor by ■whom he was put to deatit, 
the name of the Emperor who lived in that 
time, and the early spread of his religion, are 
all related by that authentic historian, Tacitus '. i 
J'here is a small ItirtimMKpl'n^hnjMMrii'ni i^rfil 
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Suetonius, and another in Lucian ; but I know 
of no Roinan writer who affords a more in- 
teresting and delightful light on this subject 
than Pliny the younger, who lived in the time 
of the Emperor Trajan, Bbout the year 100: 
Ilia letter to Trajan respecting the christians was 
in tte year 107 ; he waa governor of tbe pro-* 
vince of Bythinia, in Lesser Asia ; he waa ar 
man of letters and good iateUigence ; he ap- 
pears to have been a man of some feeling too, 
and his letters axe distinguished by a peculiar 
elegance ; he was employed by the Emperor 
Trajan, who waa by no means one of the worst 
of the emperors, in the wretched work of per- 
secuting the christians ; (for it appears that 
this Emperor, like some of hie predeccesora, 
and some of his successors, waa set on exter- 

Iminating the race of christians) he writes a 
letter to the Emperor compjiiining of the dif- 
fiaulty of the task, and begging for further 
instructiang ; he says that this depraved super- 
stition, as he is pleased to call it, has spread 
on every side ; that there was no possibility 
of stopping it ; that it was not only to be 
found in the towns, but even in little villages 
and country places ; that the temples of tb,« 
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Gods were so entirely forsaken that there was 
found no market for victims, and in fact tlie 
whole country was seized as it were by that 
christian religion ; and he telia ua further that 
really upon inquiry he could find no fault with 
the people, for thoy committed no offence 
ogainat the government, and the only plea on 
which he could satisfy himself that they were 
■worthy of death was this, that they were eo 
exceedingly obstinate, that nothing in the 
world could induce them to renounce their 
faith : but as for their conduct and actions 
they were a quiet and innocent jieople, and 
were accustomed to meet on a stated day every 
week before day-light and then to worship 
Gfod together, and to sing hymns to Christ as 
to God, (these are his words,) and further that 
tbey would bind themselves by a solemn ob- 
ligation ; not to rebel against the empire ; not 
to pull down the established order of things 
in a civil point of view ; not to rob their neigh- 
bours, or to injure any man. but to do justly, 
to love mercy, and to walk humbly with their 
God, describing in his own language several 
plain christian virtues, and especially those of 
temperance and charity — that la their characby 
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and then he says they used to meet again for 
a social meal in the course of the day : that 
was all he coidd say of them, and he hegged 
to know whether the Emperor would require : 
himtogo on withhisperaecution. Nowdonot \ 
you perceive what an amazing deal of evidence 
there Lh here ? You have in the first place a 
proof of the character, and in the next, a proof 
of the numhers and prevalence of christians ; 
and when you consider that, in embracing' I 
Christianity, they embraced the furnace, the I 
fiigot, the sword, the torment, and the staie ; 
when you consider thut in embracing chria- 
tianity they renounced their famiheB, their 
homes, their fortune, and their friends ; when 
you consider that in embracing Christianity, 
they gave up all their old habits, — the habits 
of the Jews and Gentiles, inveterate as they 
were, and adopted a set of habits which 
were naturally foreign to their minds and edu- 
cation. — I say when you take all this into view, 
and look at their numhers and prevalence all 
over the country, 1 think we must all agree 
that this could not possibly have been the case 
if the history contained in the New Testament 
had not been a true history. &i T Ma!3a.^RK. 
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written testimoniee ; now for the teetimon^a 

the Apostles themselves. 

What a very great charai it gives to a boo^ 
and what very great reliance we have on the 
authenticity of a book when the history which 
it contains is written by an eye and esir wit- 
ness: what a peculiar authenticity attaches 
for instance to Bishop Burnet's history of bis 
own times, and Lord Clarendon's history : 
probahly some of my young friends have read 
those hooka ; I venture to say it is impossible 
(or any one man to read one of those books 
written by an eye witness of the scenes they 
describe, without feeling an innate conviction, 
that what be reads is true. We like to hear 
things from an eye or an ear witness, especiallj 
when they have the reputation of being honest 
men. Now Matthew and John are eye wit- 
nesses, and if any one will lake the Gospel of 
Matthew, and take the Gospel of John, and 
observe how they are interwoven one ivith ano- 
ther, and how completely harmonious the his- 
tory of the two Gospels axe, when put together, 
lie will find here the testimony of two eye and 
ear witnesses which will afford the most satis- 
factory evidence to the biunan mind. Yo^H 



t 



25 

remember the beginning of John's Epistle ; he 
says " Wliat we have seen with our eyes, 
'■ what we have heard with our ears, what our 
" hands have handled of the word of life, these 
"things we declare unto you," — and although 
Mark and Luke do not stand as eye and ear 
witnesses themselves in their Gospels, Luke 
was the companion of Paul the Apostle, and 
Mark the favorite companion of Peter ; and 
therefore they had their history from those 
who were intimately versed in all the aceues 
which they described ; and in the case of Mark, 
from one of the most favored of our Lord's 
Apostles during his life ! But take the book 
of Acts, and there you have again an eye and 
an ear witness, Luke describing all he saw in 
the course of his own travels with the Apostle 
Paul. The nest point is to take these four 
Gospels and observe their harmony ; taldng 
more particularly Matthew and John, the two 
Gospels of two eye witnesses, you will find a 
perfect harmony between those tvy-o Gospels, 
and yet there is that apparent diversity about 
some little matters which proves that they were 
independent witnesses. Let us suppose we 
I court of justice, and that the wit- 



nteeef were brought forwardB one after ano- 
ther; the first thing a jury would look at, 
would be the independence of the witnessea, 
and you will find them looking at some little 
points in a different point of view, and stating 
them in a different manner — it would be a 
most eattsfactory circumstance that such a 
variety Bhould prove the independence of the 
witnesses; and just such a variety is to be 
found in the four Gospels; and if anyone 
would make a point of examining the little 
circumatancea on which they seem to differ 
from one another, and on which their agree- 
ment could be proved, they would all agree ; 
but one man aees one angel, and another two, 
and BO on. Here is a plain and uaquestion- 
able proof of their independence, and therefore 
when you take the four independent writers, 
writers proved to be independent by their 
variety, and then find that they are all in close, 
substantial harmony, and that they interweave 
one one with another in the moat beautiful and 
natural manner, you have a proof of the trutk 
of their history whidi no man can ehake. j 

Now of the kind of coincidence \ 
mean, I -^rould j 
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Matthew, in deHcribing the suiferings of a 
Lord in the garden of Gethsemaae, desoriheB 
our Lord's words on prayer when ho says; 
" it be poasihle let this cup pass from me," i 
again, "if this cup may not pass away from \ 
except I drink it, thy will be done." 
to John and you wUl find no account of 
ibis part of the scene, but when the officers J 
of the High Priest are described by John a 
coming to surprise him in the garden, and when 
Peter drew his sword and out off the ear of 
Malchus ; what are the words of Jesus, '■ Put 
" thy aword in thy sheath, the cup which my 
'■ Father hath given me, shall I not drink it.' 
Now do not you perceive how exactly ib&.-t 
narrative of John coincides with the accoun^-J 
given by Matthew, so that the idea of the cup' J 
he was to drink, was still dwellingin the mind ^ 
of our Saviour, and here the truth c 
in all its simphcity and beauty. A vast variety 4 
of these instances might easily be mentioned ■„ 
they are peculiarly striking when we compai 
ihe book of Acts with the Epistles of Paul; thft.l 
book of Acts describes tiie nets of Paul ; th&| 
Epistles contain his writings, and I will v 
ture to Bay that no man can compare t 



of Paul with the Epistles of Paul, deliberatdy 
and carefully, without being plainly convinced 
that the Epistles are genuine, and tlie Acts 
true. The coincidences to which I allude are 
not of a striking nature ; not of a marked, con 
apicuous character ; they are ohiique ; they ari 
incidental ; they arise, as it were, by accident 
for example, you find in the Book of Acts ai 
account of Paul and Barnabas going out to 
gether on a journey andfallingout by the way 
and why did they fall out, because Barnabas 
wanted to take Mark with him who had 
serled them on a former occasion, and Paul did 
not think it right ; we do not know why thai 
happened ; but turn to one of tlie Epistles i 
Paul, and you will find it stated of Mark, thi 
he was sister's sou to Bamahns, so that Mark 
was Bamabaa'H own nephew. Here is the 
truth glimmering out, as it were, and no man 
can doubt that to he true : you may recollect 
what he says about Timothy in the Acts, that 
he was well reported of, and he had a Jewish 
mother and a Greek fiitheri that is recorded : 
and a good deal is said about his submission 
to the Jewish ceremonies ; turn to the epistle 
^S.f' ShfiTfLJI* no direct mention of. 
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having a Greek father and Jewish mother, but 
the apostle ia an incidental, oblique, truth-like 
manner, speaks of the unfeigned faith which 
dwelt first his mother Eunice, and his grand- 
mother Lois ; what faith ? faith in the religion 
of the Old Testament, therefore they were 
Jews, and further he says, " From a child thou 
hast known the Holy Scriptures," How came 
he to know them from a child ? because hia 
mother did her duty and taught him the Scrip- 
tures : so here I say there is an obKque coin-- 
cidence, and nothing can account for it but the ' 
truth and genuineness of tiie btioks. I waS' ' 
once conversing with a very eiainent persoiii. " 
the present Lord Chancellor,* on this eubject 
(who we must all allow to be a. good judge of 
evidence) and I was very glud to hear bim say 
in a very large circle of company, that Paley's . 
Horje Paulinie was perfect evidence. Now 
that is a comparison between the Book of Acts 
and the Epistles of Paul ; imd I was really ri 
joiced to hear a man who has sometimes I bo- 

1 been accused of doubts on the subject,' i 
plainly declare in the face of a large party tl 
it was a book of evidence. Well, if that ii 
I'liord Btougham. 
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perfect evidence. Christianity is true, and 
there is aii end to tlie whole question, for if the 
book of Acta ia true, the whole is true, for the 
miraculouHpart of the Book of Acts ia sufficient 
to prove the divine origin of our holy religion. 
WeL, I now wish to bring to view certain 
coincidences between the contents of the New 
Teatament and profane authora, of the same 
oblique character, and therefore the more in- 
dicative of truth, and also of certain circum- 
stances which have lately arisen, which develop 
the truth of the New Testament. In the 17th 
chapter of Acta, where Paul viaita Athene, he 
finds altars " to the unknown God," — a very 
remarkable circumstance; and then he addresses 
them in the Areopagus on the plain of Mars, 
(which was the place where they met for the 
purposes of juatice) and saya " The God whom 
ye ignorantly worship, him declare 1 unto 
you." Now there is an ancient great author 
uf tlie name of Philostratus who describes 
certain circumatances which hapjiened in the 
city of Athens, about 300 years before Christ 
I believe : a great plngiic arose in the city, 
and the inhabitants were exposed to the 
greatest possible difticultics ; at last the ] 
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vioB Btsyed, and (says the history) Bplmenes 
cuuBed altajs to be raised iu different parts of 
Athens in honor of the unknown Deity, by 
whom the plague was stayed. What a beau- 
tiful though wondrous circumstance ; how 
satisfactory ! who that was forging- a history 
would think of mentioning an enemy's authors ? 
but it is mentioned in the Book of Acts, and 
that with a sort of candour for which nothing 
but truth can account. Well hut, you may 
say, thia evidence applies in a particular man- 
ner to those parts of Che history which are not 
miraculous. Now many of them do ; there was 
nothing miraculous about Timothy, nor in 
those altars, any thing miraculous ; but if you 
read the New Testament you will find the mi- 
raculous parts in every portion of it interwoven 
80 naturally, interwoven so entirely among it, 
yet clearly, that you cannot sever them, and 
taking the ground-work as true, you cannot 
get rid of the truth of the other part of it. 
You find the whole goes together, and must go 
together : in proving the truth of the history, 
you prove the truth of the miracles as well as 
all things else: but it so happens that even 
here is subsequent evidence bearing 
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specific point, bearing specifically un the mi- 
raculous pDrtioa, that the miraculouB part of 
the hietory is true. Now Celaus, that bitter 
enemy to Christianity, not only allows in 
his wriCinga (which Origen quotes from) that 
the New Testament was written by its sup- 
posed authors, but te clearly acknowledges 
that the miraculous parts really took place ; 
there is an acknowledged evidence, the evi- 
dence of an enemy, of an enemy of such a 
comprehensive mind : he says he acknowledges 
the miraclea were true, mid he gets out of his 
scrape by pretendngf that they were caused by 
magic. In the same way the Jewish enemies 
of Christianity bore testimony to the truth of 
the christian miracles ! I suppose you have 
all heard of the Talmud, — a very curious book 
written by Jewish doctors in the second and 
third centuries, and some part of it earlier ; it 
has two parts, the Mishna, which contains all 
the Jewish traditions, and the Gemara, 
which is a. Commentary ; and the whole is a 
very voluminous work in Talraudic Hebrew, 
very difficult to read. Well, iti this Talmud 
there is mi attack on Christianity, and those 
Jewish Doctors acknowledge that the min 
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a Christ were true miracles, and they 
get rid of the difficulty just as their forefathers 
did, by ascribing those miracles to Beelzebub. 
That you know is a poor method, for a house 
divided against itself cannot stand; still there 
is the evidence of the enemy, of the truth of 
the miracles. Then again there is a very 
curious evidence in the works of Justin Mar- 
tyr; he wrote a pubbc apology for Christianity, 
addressed to the Roman Emperor, Antoninus 
Pius, and in this apology, a public production, 
addressed to the highest magistrate of the 
state, he makes his appeal to certain records 
which were in the bands of the Emperor, and 
were in the archives of Rome, in which re- 
cords were the acts of Pontius Pilate. Now it 
was known to be the practice of Roman 
governors of that day, to send home a journal 
of all the particular events, which have been 
called the " acts of Pontius Pilate," or of any 
Other. "Well," says be, " examine the acts 
of Pilate, I know that they are in your bands, 
I know they are in tlie archives of the Roman 
Emperor, and there you will find a precise 
account of the miracles and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ." Now can any man suppose 
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that Justin Martyr, who was a great philol 
pher, and a wise man, would be so foolish s 
to append the whole weight of his argumof 

a a point which the Emperor could have r 
futed in a moment, if it bad not been tnie| 
there can be no question that those acts s 
tually existed ; that they were in the archivfl 
of the Roman empire, and did contain i 
account of our Saviuur and his rest: 
So that we have ahundant evidence afforded 

s hy the enemies of the truth, Etnd no evi- 
dence better ? 

But now let us take the evidence of friendfi 
of truth ; not only the four writers of the 
QospelB, but all the Apostles were witnesses 
of the miracles and resurrection of Jesns 
Christ ; Mid they went forth in every part of 
the civilized world, and even beyond its limits, 
as witnesses, not merely of certain doctrines, 
but of certain facts on which those doctrines 
were bu3t. Now I think wc have abundant 
evidence that these men — these twelve t 
taking Matthias instead of Judas, could not hy i 
any possihihty he deceived shout the miracles I 
in the first place ; and then I will shew you I 
that they could not be deceivers, and you will I 
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judge what the alternative must be. That 
they could not he deceived you may judge 
from this circumstance, that these men were 
slow of heart to believe the things they did 
see, remarkable for their increduHty. as they 
state respecting themselves, acknowledging 
their own weakness ; men very cautious in the 
reception of facts, which is evident in their 
history ; and in. the next place, what were the 
facts ? they were facts to which they were all 
witnesses. Could they hy any possibility be 
deceived when, for instance, the leper covered 
with a loathsome and incurable disease from 
head to foot, cast himself prostrate on the 
ground before Jesus, in presence of hia dis- 
ciples ? " If thou wilt thou caast maie me 
clean '" " I will, be thou clean," and imme- 
diately his leprosy was cleansed. Could any ^ 
man be deceived in this fact ? an eye witness, J 
a deliberate eye witness could not be deceived | 
about that. Was it evidence to he mistaken 
for a moment, when Lazarus had been lying 
in his grave four days, beginning to putrify ; 
when a whole company surrounded the grave ; 
when the apostles were all about our Saviour, 
the grave wasnpened, when the language 



went forth " Lazarus cume forth," itpd imme- 
diately lie that vias dead came forth hound 
hand and foot, and gave thanks? Here was 
a fact in which no eye witness could possibly 
be deceived. But take the main fact to which 
they hear testimony, aud look at it for a short 
time ; the resurrectioii of our Lord himself. 
I will venture to say, that there is no fact re- 
corded in ancient history, of which we are in 
poBscseion of such satisfactory evidence, as the 
death and resurrection of Jesua Christ: his 
death, you know, is not only recorded by the 
Evangelists hut by the Roman hislorinns ae 1 
have mentioned, and also by Josephus, as he 
has done his resurrection in one passage, which 
we have every reason to consider genuine. Now 
just call to mind the estreme publicity of the 
death of our Lord Jesus Christ; remember 
the reputation that he had obtained among all 
the people ; remember the mighty multitudes 
who followed after him into the wilderness ; 
tliink of the amazing effect which his duetrine, 
mu) all the miraclee must hnve produced on 
Ihc miude of the people in general ; then re- 
member that he was betrayed into tlie linndi:! 
uf his encmii-' ■ tlint lie wns cnicifiedj 
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Mount Calvary ; that the circumstance waa of 
the most notorious description i and when did 
it take place f During the feast of the Pas- 
sover, when thousands and tens of thousands of 
Jews from every part of the country were 
aaaemhled at Jerusalem ; and at what time of 
day? At noon day,— for tiiree noon-day houra, 
from twelve to three he remained on the cross, 
two notorious criminals being crucified at the 
same timu. Now we are all perfectly well 
aware, even in this country, of the publicity of 
these scenes, and of the vast multitudes of peo- 
ple thronging to witness them ; and we have no 
doubt that all Jerusalem, as we may say, waa 
poured out to witness the public death of our 
Lord. No event ever was more public ; — no 
event was ever more marked than the death of 
Jesus Christ on the Cross : and it is a very re- 
raRrkable circumstance, that there was also a 
peculiar investigation into this subject as it 
happened in the order of Providence; you 
know the day that was to come next waa a 
high aabbath, and the Jews were anxious that 
the legs of the criminals, as they called them, 
should be broken, that their death should be 
accoinpUshed, and their bodies be removed 
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before the coming in of the ijabbath ; Pilate 
sends his soldiers for the purpo?ej and when 
they come, and examine Jesue, they brake not 
his legs, — and why ? For he was dead already. 
They came and examined him, and found him 
dead ; and then, with a sort of wanton bar- 
barity, they plunged a apear into his aide, 
and there came thereout blood and water; and 
therefore we may reat assured, that even if 
death had not taken place, death must have 
taken place after the infliction of that addi- 
tional wound. So that there is the most 
precise and marked evidence of the fact. Well, 
he 19 committed to the t^mb of Joseph of 
Arimathca ; the seal of the Roman governor 
is placed on the tomb ; the soldiers of the 
Roman government are posted as watchers ; 
at the appointed hour the seal is broken ; the 
watchers are scattered ; the stone is removed : 
the Lord is risen : the angel in white (or two 
angels) is found sitting in the sepulchre ; he 
appears first to Mary and converses with her ; 
then to Peter ; then to the two disciples, as 
they were going to Emmaus ; that same even- 
ing, being the first day of the week, to the ten 
Apoatlea (Thomas Didymus not being there] ; 



on the following week to all the Apoetles, in- 
cluding Didymus ; then, as Paul testifies in 
the 15th Chapter of the 1st Corinthians, to 
five hundred brethren at once : and all those 
persons were witneaaea of our Lord's resur- 
rection. And he was subject to close personal 
examination; that doubter Thomas, — that man 
who would not believe unless he saw with his 
avn eyes, who would not believe uniess he 
saw the wounds ; the print of the nails in his 
hands and feet, and his wound in his side — our 
Saviour shewed him his hands, his finger wu 
put into the prints of the nails, bis hand was 
put into the side of our wounded Saviour ; ht 
IS personallj examined, — and I will say that, 
without this examination, with all those facts 
before them, the Apostles could not possibly 
be deceived as to that fact : it is morally im- 
possible; even if one man could by any strong 
delusion of vision have been deceived 
ostenaible and obvious a fact as this, thtlt 
twelve men could by any possibility be de- 
ceived f 

■Whether then we take our Saviour's 
ecUon, or the principal miraciea which he 
wrought on other occasions; when 






nder the character of the Apostles in the first 
place, and the nature of the miracles in the 
second place, I think that we must all come 
to this conclusion, that it is absolutely im- 
possible that the disciples could be deceived 
by them. Now could they he deceivers ? — 
though they were not deceived themselvcB, 
could they deceive others ? What proof have 
we that they could not he deceivers ? In the 
first place examine the internal gospel history ; 
the remarkable candour which they display in 
telling their own faults, £ind the humiliating 
circumstances vphich they give; how plainly 
they tell them all : and in the second place, 
their doctrine ia the subject of truth — there 
were never persona who bore so high an 
eateemfortruthaatheEvangclists and Apostles; 
truth was theirmotto, their joy, their strength; 
and they tell us that all liars have their part 
in the lake of fire and brimstone : hut while 
that is their doctrine, while their master ia 
called the Truth, by way of eminence ; while 
truth is the main character in their view of it, 
the whole view of their heaven ; we task their 
veracity by their conduct ; those men sacrificed 
their property, their famihes, their leisure. 
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theii privileges, their habits, and finally their 
lirea; for what purjiose? That they might 
hear testimony to those facts they saw. I will 
say that there in no impossibility in natural 
philoaophy greater than the moral impossi- 
bility, that twelve men of estahhshed character, 
for veracity and for good conduct; that twelve 
men of such a character, and such a profession, 
ahould sacrifice all they held dear in life for 
the purpose of propagating that which they 
knew to he false. There are realities in the 
moral world which are just as certain and just 
ae unquestionable as the realities in the natural 
world; and it is just as impossible that twelve 
men should give up their lives for the piirpoae 
of bearing testunony to a lie, as it is that 
river should alter its course, and run upwards 
instead of downwards ; and therefore 1 consider 
it ia proved in the plainest and most nnques- 
tionable manner, that these twelve m 
bearing testimony to the miracles and 
rection of Christ, could not be deceived, 
and also that they could not be deceivers. 
What is the alternative? There 
namely, that the history which they relal 
was true. And now let me advert for 
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mament to the peculiai testimony of the 
Apostle Paul; he anvB, "Last of all he waa 
seen ol me also, as of one horn out of due 
time,'" When, and where was he seen hy the 
Apostle Paul ? Do you want one circumBtance 
which ealahlishes the truth of the Christian 
religion ? You will find that circumstance in 
the miraculous conversion of the Apostle Paul ; 
it is an argument beautifully developed by the 
late Lord Lyttleton in a work expressly 
written on that subject. The Apostle Paul 
leaves Jerusalem in the chEiracter of a fierce 
persecutor ; a bigot in all the bigotry of the 
Pharisees, brought up at the feet of Gamaliel ; 
zealous for the letter of the law; hound hand 
and foot by the ceremonial and Mosaic insti- 
tutions; and fierce as the most cruel beasts of 
prey, in pursuing the unoffending Nazarenes, 
even unto death. In the course of his journey 
he is arrested in a moment, hy a light and 
by a voice from Heaven, "Saul! Saul! why 
persecutest thou me ? It is hard for thee to 
kick against the pricks." — Who mt thou 
Lord? "I am Jesus, whom thou persecutest." 
There was a divine hand on that man ; he did 
not disobey the heavenly vision; and in tij^^ 
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couree of one short moment, as it were, 
fierce, this bigisted. this restleas persecutor 
of tlie MnofFeading cliristians, was converted 
into tlie lnunble, obedient, believing servant of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. There, friends, is a 
miracle in itself, which abundantly eatablishea 
the truth of our religion. But further, thia 
Apostle, like the other Apostles, was himself 
endued with a power of working miracles ; not 
in his own name, not in his own strength, 
but in the name of the Lord Jesus; — he went 
with them, confirming their doctrine by signs 
following. Now turn to the epistles to the 
Corinthians, and you will discover in that j 
epistle which we have abeady found to be ^ 
genuine; a pubUc document addressed t 
public body. " The miracles, with the s; 
of an Apostle, were wrought by me, in your j 
presence, with all mighty signs, and wonders. ' 
and mighty deeds." If he had written to 1 
the Ephesians about the miracles which he 
had wrought at Corinth, we might by posai- 
bjhty suppose that there was no evidence to 
the Ephesians of his having (lone so ; that it 
might be possibly false ; but he further goes 
on and tells the Coriathians about the wonders 
c4 M 




ich they themaelveB were enabled to per- 
form; for it wag a day of miracles, the day 
which established Christianity in the world was 
marked by many coincidences ■witii the an- 
nouncing of the new doctrine, Now that the 
Apostle Paul, in a public document addressed 
to the Corintliinns should make mention of the 
miracleH which he had wrought in tlieir pre- 
sence, and of the miracles which they were 
enabled to work themselves, and, supposing 
for a moment that those things had not taken 
place, can you conceive a greater folly, can 
you conceive a circumstance which would 
more immediately bring upon him the rebuke 
of being a deceiver, and therefore wholly un- 
worthy of credit f Taking into account that 
the Apostle Paul was neither a madman nor a 
fool, we are quite sure that those miracles 
were really performed, and therefore we are 
perfectly sure that Christianity is true. Well, 
once more let me allude to the marvellous 
spread of Christianity in every part of the 
Roman empire ; that within twenty years or 
thirty years of the death of Christ, in the reign 
of Nero, there were multitudes of christians at 
Borne ; that by the end of the first century ttie 
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whole of Leaser Asia was pervaded by tltem, 
aa it were ; churches were planted on every 
side, in PinEnicia, Italy, Gaul, and Africa; and 
in the course of the fourth century, in the year 
325, Christianity hecame the established re- 
ligion of the RoEoan Empire, recognised as the 
religion of the empire ; and when you remem- 
ber at the same time, that the religion which 
was thus dissemiuated, was opposed to all the 
habits of the Jews, and to all the practices of 
the Gentiles, to all their prejudices, to all 
their systems, to all their pleasures; and for a 
long season exposed its advocates to innu- 
merable sufferings, 1 will say that you cannot 
possibly account for these facts, otherwise than 
by the trutli of the miracles and resuirection 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. And now with 
regard to the resurrection, I have one more 
evidence to produce ; there is a silent testimony 
home lo the trutli of the resurrection of Jesua 
Christ, by a witness which has gone on bearing 
its testimony for eighteen- hundred years and 
upwards, and bears it to the present day. 
What is that? Why it is the use of the first 
day of the week, instead of the last, for the 
Sabbath ; trace that to its beginning; I defy any 
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man Imng to account for it on any other 
grotind whatever than the fact of hia resurrec- 
tion ; you may trace it backwards from the 
eighteenth century, the seventeenth, the sis- 
teenth, and bo hack to the first century, by 
the clearest records, and you trace it back in 
actual history, till you come to the very time 
when it first ha|)pened : for the diseiplet were 
met on that erening.and our Lord then appeared 
again to them, and they met the same evening 
next week, and from that time it has gone 
on to the present day. Why should tlie 
sabbath day be changed? How can you account 
for it? What reason was there for it? There is 
the palpable rcasun. that on that day our Lord 
rose from the dead; you cannot trace it back 
any further; you bring it to that point, and 
there you stop; and I will say that, when you 
have in fact plainly the evidence of profane 
historians concerning the death of our Saviour : 
when you have the evidence of tlie twelve 
Apostles to hia resurrection, and of the five 
hundred brethren at once, and the Apostle 
Paul afterwards : and when In addition to their 
evidence, which we have found to be so irrc- 
^<iWiMy true : we have llic silent, continuous, 
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3 increasing teatdmony of the first day of the 
week; I will aay that there is no fact that ever 
■waa recorded in ancient history, of which we 
have so strong an evidence, as the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ. 

Now friends, let us just draw a conclusion 
from the premises before us ; you prohably 
ate most of you aware of the nature of induc- 
tive philosophy ; — the philosopher examines 
the facts which lie before him on the surface 
of nature, or in the depths of nature ; he ex- 
amines a large number and variety of facts ; 
he analyses them into their particular parts ; 
he compares them one with another, and 'he, 
by an inductive process, traces them to a com- 
mon principle or common cause ; that cause 
he again traces backwards to anotlier, until 
s with infallible certainty at the first 
^eat cause, — God, the Author of Nature. 
The argument which I have now been using, 
enables me to trace Christianity by a similar 
; process to God, the Author of na- 
ture. We have a great VEtriety of facts before 
us ; we trace them backwards, and backwards, 
until we come to the actual miracles of the 
New Testament ; then we examine what 
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those miracles are, and we find they ore ia* 
fraclions and intemiptiona of the uniform 
sequences of nature, of the most marked aiid 
definite description ; not aacribable to any 
second cause, but actual infractions and inter- 
ruptioDS of those sequences of uature which 
we know to be uniform. Nature is already 
traced to God ; we know that the uniform, se- 
quences of natural things are by the order of 
hia wisdom and his power; we know that no 
man can resist or interrupt the fiat of supreme 
authority, and therefore we may rest assured 
that actual miracles, actual interruptions and 
contradictions of the uniform order and se- 
quences of nature, must be traced, like the 
order itself, to the author of nature, that is, to 
God ; and if any man bring' forward a doc- 
trine, and accompany that doctrine by actual, 
undoubted, public, and unquestionable mi- 
racles, or infractions of the order of nature, he 
thereby brings along with him an evidence, 
which the most scrutinizing philosophy can 
not refuse to admit, that his doctrine comes 
from God. Now, however, 1 must make a 
little reserve in my argument. I think we 
L, to believe that t 
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power over the order of nftture, within very 
jjreacribed limits, has on certain occasions 
been pennitted (for resisons we cannot under- 
stand) to evil spirits, as I think was the case 
with the magicians of Egypt, who contended 
with Moses ; but when you examine the 
chriatiao miracles, you will find in their 
magnitude, their viniety, their stupendous 
importance, their beauty, their sublimity, and 
in their compassionate character, abundant 
evidence of the origin from which they sprang ; 
and those wonders of the Egyptian magicians 
will not for a moment bear the smallest COU' 
sideration in comparison with them : and 
observe well, that there is this feature in them ; 
they were aU wrought in the support of the 
cause of holiness : now you know that a king- 
dom divided agmnst itself cannot stand, and 
if Satan be divided against Satan his house 
cannot stand ; and, within the whole scope 
of man's argument, nothing has ever been 
produced, more absurd than the blasphemy 
against the Holy Ghost, of which the Jew* 
would apeak, when they ascribed the mira- 
oleB of our Lord to the power of Beelze- 
bub. Now friende, the argument ground! 
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on natural philosophy enables us to trace these 
infractions of the sequences of nature^ to 
God, the author of nature; and the holiness of 
that religion, in testimony of which, those 
miracles were wrought, enables us to trace 
the same wondrous facts to God, in his cha- 
racter of the moral governor of the world, — 
who is holy — ^holy — holy — the Lord God of 
Sabaoth — and may the whole world be filled 
with his glory. 



GENUINENESS AND AUTHENTICITY 
OLD TESTAMENT. 



The genuineness of the books of tlio Old 
Testament is established by the same kind of 
critical evidence as that of the hooks of the 
New Testament. My young friends, I pre- 
Bume, are most of them fully aware, that as 
the New Testament was written in Greek, so 
the Old Testament was written in Hebrew. 
And, in the first place, 1 need not remind 
them that in the New Testament itself, there 
is a vast variety of quotations from the Old 
Testament, I may say, with very little excep- 
tion, from every part of the Old Testament; 
and if any person would take the troahle of 
selecting all such quotations from various 
parts of the Old Testament, contained in the 
gospels and epistles, they would find that they 
would make an important volume ; and it ia 
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worthy of obBen'ation, that our 
his Apostles always quote from the Old Testa- 
ment as words of lUvioe authority, so much 
so as to settle every question connected with 
morals or religion ; they quote it frequently — 
and they quote it as Divine Scripture. Now 
we arc quite sure that the books of the Old 
Testament could not be thus quoted by the 
ApoatlcB, and our Saviour, and the Evange- 
lists, had they not existed long before that 
period, and been generally known as the es- 
tablished scriptures of the Jews ; — in point of 
fact, our Lord was pointing to the Canon of 
the Old Testament where he speaks of Moses, 
"the Law, the Prophets, and the Psalms;" 
for those three contained the whole of the Old 
Testament according to the version that was 
customary among the Jews. The Law con- 
tained the five books of Moses ; the Prophets 
contfuned, according to the Jewish classifica- 
tion, the whole of the historical books, and all 
the Prophets, as we now caU them ; — and the 
Psalms contained, not only the Psalms, but the 
Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Canticles, and the 
hooks of Job and Esther ; so that these three 
divisions contain the whole ] and our Saviour 
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mentioiiE them all as beeriag testimony to 
himself. 

But we are not confined merely to the New 
Testament as an eTidence of this point ; the 
works of Josephus, which are very extensive, 
contain voluminous extracts from the Old 
Testament. He lived during the apostolic 
age, and wrote a large work, called "T\ie 
Antiquities of the Jews;" this contains what 
we may call the transference of the history of 
the Old Testament into his own pages: — 
besides, you have frequent quotations from 
Psalms and the Prophets; and not only so, 
hut in one of his works he enumerates the 
books which form the canon of the Hebrew 
Scriptures, tuid gives a list of them. Besides 
Josephus, there was a voluminous and impor- 
tant Jewish writer, who lived in Egypt at 
the time cjf our Saviour, whose name was 
Philo; he was a Platonic Philosopher; wrote 
a great variety of works and quoted exten- 
sively from almost everj ]. rt f th Old 
Testament ; and it is \ y markabl that 
Philo the .lew, as well J ph always 
quotes from the Old 1 lament a. d vine 
scripture — We have, the fo e m th anous 
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of tlie New Testament, — in tlie wnt< 
ings of Josephus, and in those of Plulo, the 
most abundant evidence, on the ground of 
quotation, of the genuineness of the Old 
Teatameot, and of the antiquitj-, the compara- 
tive antiquity, of that part of the sacred 
volume. But besides these, we are in poases- 
aion of a most important document, namely, 
a translation which was made of the whole 
Hebrew Scripture, between 200 and 300 years 
before the christian era, into the Greek ; — 
it was made under the care of the Ptolemies 
of Egjfpt, by learned Jews of that date, and it 
contains, therefore, a plain and unquestionable 
proof of the existence of the books of the Oil 
Testament before that period ; — and they 
then translated as very ancient, and as d 

There is also internal evidence of the 
language in which the Old TestEiment was 
written. You remember that the genuineness 
of the New Testament was evidenced by the 
peculiar language in which that was written, 
namely, Hebrew Greek ; on the very same 
principle of criticism, the genuineness of the 
QI4 Testament is established by the peculiar 
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nature of the language, in which almost 
the whole of it was written, namely, pure 
Hebrew. 

The Jewa were accustomed to speak the 
pure Hebrew before they went into Babylon, — 
before the date of their captivity -, but when 
they returned from Babylon, about 530 years 
before Christ, they lost their old language, 
and were afterwards uccustomed to apeak in a 
language which was Hebrew in its origin, but 
was mixed with Chatdee, or Syriac Greek, — 
in short, it was really imbued with the Syriac 
language, and it was about as similar to the 
Hebrew as Italian is to Latin ; it is very evi- 
dent therefore that the bulk of the Old Teata- 
meat must have been written while the Jewa 
were accustomed to speak the pure Hebrew, 
and we are enabled in this way to trace it 
backwards to a date anterior to 600 years 
before the coming of Christ. When the Jews 
settled in their own land, they formed what 
was called synagogue worship on their return 
from captivity ; and they used to meet in 
their synagogues on the sabbath day. for the 
purpose of the public worship of God : and 
pari of their service consisted in reading 



tracts (rota the Law of Moses, and afterwards 
from the Law and the Prophets together. 
My young friends will easily remember that 
this was the caee when our Saviour was on 
earth ; how frequently he went to the syna- 
gogues, and how plainly it is recorded that 
the Law and the Prophets were read on those 
occasions ; and ia order to make the reading 
intelligihle to the hearers, there was a transla- 
tion provided from the pure Hebrew into that 
Syriac, or Chaldce language which the people 
were now speaking. Those translations were 
called Targums, and the text was first read in 
the original Hebrew, end afterwards read in 
the version of the vernacular language, in 
order liiat the people might understand the 
reading. Now it is a very satisfactory circum- 
stance, and adds additional wdghl to the 
evidence of which we were in possession, of 
the genuineness of the Old Testamcnl, that 
some of those translutiona are now in our 
hands; a very ancient one of the books of the 
Lav, written by Onkeloa, and another of the 
hooks of the Prophets, written by Jonathan ; 
and they are dociimenls of dreal import 
not only as throwinf; cor.sldcrabW li^ht aj^M 
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ancient Hebrew scriptures, but ae atfordio^ • ^ 
clear evidence of the gemiineness and aii' I 
tiquity of those Bcripturea. 1 

It appears that when the books of the Law ' 
were written they were carefully kept, first in 
the Tabernacle, and afterwards in the Temple i 1 
and as the varioua books of liistory and pro- 
phecy were afterwards composed, each in their 1 
own age, they were added to the Btock which 1 
was kept in the archives of the Temple ; and ] 
this waa known to have been the practiee of 1 
the Jews before their captivity ; after theil | 
captivity, copies were multiplied in every direc- I 
tion for the use of the varioua synagogues. I ! 
win also mention that very peculiar care had 
been taken of the text of the Hebrew scriptures, 
and even at the time when the Jews were op- 
posing ; were doing all they could to oppose 
the spread of our holy religion, there was a 
set of Doctors risen among them, who made a 
great point of attending to the preservation of 
the text of the Hebrew scriptures. They 1 
counted all the letters of eacli book, made a 
careful examination ; and, with the greatest 
possible precision, attended to it in a remark- 
I able manner; being raised up by providence, aa 
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it were, to giaard from alteration 
very passages of tteir own scripture which 
testified against themselves, and proved the 
divine origin of the mission of Christ. And 
thus again, through the means of its enemies, 
the truth of our religion is estahliahcd ; which 
is therefore true, our enemies themselves 
being judges. 

Now these remarks, on the subject of the 
Old Testament, appear to me to Le necessary, 
before I introduce another topic of peculiar 
importance, in connection with the evidence of 
Christianity; and no less interesting, — or leaa 
diversified than the evidence from miracles, 
and those historical portions to which I alluded 
last night: I mean the evidence of prophecy. 
You may remember that I endeavoured, when 
last we met, to show you how Christianity 
was traced upwards to God as the author of 
nature. Now, in taking a brief view of the 
subject of prophecy, my object will be to 
trace Christianity upwards to God, as the 
author of Providence, and as the supreme 
ruler of all events. Tlie existence and wis- 
dom of Ood ore easily demonstrated, as we all 
know, from the works of nature, and I would 



endeavour to explain what ia the true proceaa 

of inductive philosophy, which rises step 
by step, — rises from nature, up to nature's 
God; — and ao when we reflect on the order of 
providence ; when we call to mind the won- 
drous dealings of God with his reasonable 
creatures ; when we remember the various 
providential occurrences in our own expe- 
rience, — we trace all these events upwards 
to their author, — that is God : and I have 
often thought that there is clearly no evidence 
more^ satisfactory of the wisdom, po' 
goodness of the Divine Being than this 
pecial providence, which all his children 
not fail to remark in the course of expe- 
rience; — we often find that cirflumstancea, 
which appear to be of a very trivial nature, 
lead to moat important consequences. — 
" Ah ! who shall say how great the plan 

Which this day's incidtnt began? 

Too small, perhaps, the slight occa^oi 

Pot our dim-sighted observation ; 

It pasa'd unooticed as the bird 

Which cleaves the silent air unheaid. 

And yet may prove, when understood. 

The harbinger of endlrsa good." 
Now I suppose there are hut few of 
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Iftve not obaerved occurrencea, — little occur- 
rences, in our own tivea aiid circumstftnces, 
■whieb answer to this description ; and I am 
anre no christian, who has marked the course 
of hia own existence, can fail to rise upwards 
in hia mind, from the transition of providence, 
to its supreme and ever present author. We 
come then to this point, that God is the ruler 
of all events, and that all the events which 
happen, belong to that vast chain of provi- 
dence which he alone holds in his hand, and 
with which he alone can possibly be ac- 
quainted : — the depths of the past, the present, 
and the future, are all one to him ; but the 
actual knowledge of the future, more es- 
pecially, is one of those divine attributes with 
which we have every reason to believe that no 
creature can possibly interfere, because the 
future belongs to the hidden counsel of an 
all-wise and unsearchable Being. It is very 
true, that sagacious men may often make a 
very good guess about the future ; it is very 
true that some persons are much more long- 
sighted than others, and often form very 
plausible and correct notions, as it afterwards 
tama out, about that which may corae a 
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future day; and it is also true that^j 
enabled to guess at the future by analogy, and 
that when, under certain circumstancea, we 
have seen certain things happen, we of course 
conclude that under the same circumstances 
the same things will happen again; indeed 
we cannot poseibly get rid of that eense 
which God haa given to us, of the uniformity 
of the sequences of nature. We know the 
8un rose yesterday; we know it rose to-day; 
we feel quite sure it will rise to-morrow ; — 
therefore, so far we can form a notion of the 
fiiture. But really to know the future, really 
to know those events which will be brought 
forward in the development of that mighty 
and myeterioua chain of providence which Gnd 
holda in his own hands, is, in the strictest 
lense of the word, an exclusively divine attri- 
bute; and therefore if a religion comes attested 
by prophecies of events which were future, 
and even very distant, at the time when the 
prophecy is uttered, we have a distinct proof, 
independently of miracles, which estahlishei 
the divine origin of that rehgion. And it is a 
very remarkable thing, that Christianity is dia- 
tinguished from all other religions I 





icular mark; that impostoTB tima 
ventured upon attesting their religion by e- 

attempt at prophecy. Mahomet, for iit-j| 
stance, was too wise to attempt prophecy ; 
he knew that, within the scope of a little time, 
the facts that would happen would contra- 
dict his asaertiona, and overturn his religion 
at the foundation. But there is nothing 
by which Christianity is more marked and 
dlBtingiiished ; there is nothing thnt more 
strikingly pervades the whole of the Holy 
Scriptures than a line of prophecy ; and I 
think the more we examine it, and the more 
we compare it with historical events recorded 
by authentic historians, and known to c 
selves, the more we shall be persuaded, ; 
fully convinced, that all scriptures were gi 
by inspiration of God ! Now there are i 
tain conditions which must be fulfilled in or 
to eBtablish the divine origin of a prophecy, J 
In the first place, we must be in possessio 
evidence, tliat the prophecy was really de-J 
livered before the event took place ; that u 
the first condition. The second condition is 
this — that the event to which the prophecy 
telatee, .ehould be of a nature so entirely past 
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the scope of the mere sagacious conjecture i 
man, and so complex in its natnre, as to I 
beyond the reach of human sagacity, and only J 
to be accounted for by divine inspiration 
The third condition is, that the prophecy shal 
be known to have been accurately fulfilled i 
its several parts on the testimony of authentii 
history. 

Now if I fulfil these three conditions ; and 1 
can make them out clearly, I establish the 
reasoning as it relates to prophecy. And I will 
now take a few apecimeus from the Old and 
New Testament prophecies, in order to pi 
out in what a remarkable manner these c 
ditions are fuiilled by the prophecies cont^ne^ 
in the holy scriptures. The first condition g 
have already alluded to; and 1 i 
no more need be said, to prove that both thsd 
Old and New Testaments were genuine projJl 
ductiona, and written by the autliore whoa 
names they bear, and in the age lu whicU 
they profess to have been written, 
as the prophecies which are contained i 
Scripture, relate to events which were futu 
at that time, 1 consider the first condidoi 
clear, The ground ia clear, bx far as it n 
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to that ; and then let us look at the events 
which were the auhject of prophecy ; I am quite 
aware that they are very numerous, for the 
prophecies contained in the Old Testament 
relate to a very great variety of nations, and 
a great variety of events ; and it is almost 
difficult, in the multitude of those prophecies, 
all of which answer my two other conditions ; 
it is almost difiicult to select one in preference 
to another. In the first place, 1 wish to advert 
to the prophecy which our Lord Jesus Christ 
deliveredon the subject of Jerusalem, when hia 
disciples came to inquire when those things 
should be of wliich he was spealting ; for they 
were pointing out the magnificent edifice of 
the temple, and Jesua Christ said that the 
time should come wiien not one stone should 
be left on another ; and when they inquired 
when those things should be, and what should 
be the sign of his coming at the end of the 
world, you will find that he goes into a de- 
scription of various circumstances; first, as it 
relates to that part of the ijiiestiou, when 
these things should be, that is, when the tem- 
ple of Jerusalem should be destroyed. And in 
the first place he says, that that generation 
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ijioma not pass away before all those t 
happened. In apeaking of the day of hia 
coming to judgment, he says, of that day and 
hour knoweth no man, not even the angela- ■ 
of God; but with regard to the firat ■ points, ' 
he gives moat etrildng and definite inforraa- ^ 
tioQ; in the first place, that there shall be 1 
a general persecution of Christianity ; and, 1 
in the next, that there shall be wars, and. ' 1 
rumours of wEirs, in various parts of the world; 
and he mentions, in the third place, that ther 
shall be signs iu heaven, and earthquakes i 
divers places ; he mentions tiiat false Christa | 
should arise and deceive many; and then he' 4 
declares that Jerusalem shidl be encompaased 
with armies, and that there should be such s 
time of distress experienced ns 
before known on earth; he describes the entire 1 
destruction of .Teruaalera, and, as I before said, I 
that not one stone of the temple should be-^J 
left upon another ; and not only in one passaged 
are these descriptions ^ven, but the prophecyH 
is repeated again and again. 

For the accomplishment of thea 
we turn to the authentic history of Josephui 
and of some of the Roman historiaoH, i 
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there we find, in the first place, that 1 
Christs arose at that time, in several places, 
and deceived many. Persone who professed 
to be Christ arose, and many persons went 
after them. We have authentic history, that 
the christians were exposed, during that 
period, to the moat dreadful persecution ; we 
find that there were commotjons and wars 
arising among many nations at that tuns, 
in various parts of the Roman empire ; and 
what Josephus particularly mentions, and aleo 
Tacitus, and other Roman historians, the 
signs which were seen in heaven, probably 
astronomical signs, and many that may Iw 
traced to electricity ; there were, 1 say, 
certain signs, extraordinary darkness, and 
occurrences of that description, hesides earth- 
quakes in various places. And in the year 
70, l^tus, son W Vespasiaa, the Roman 
emperor, and afterwards emperor himself, at 
the head of a vast army, invaded Judea. 
Jenisalem is encompassed with armies ; the 
Roman eagle ia found standing on the holy 
places ; and we ftnd, from the history of 
Josephus, that the sufferings of the Jewish 
people, during that period, 
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thing that ie knoim from the records of 

history to have taken place on any occasion • 
for crowds and multi hides of Jews had 
entered into the city, before Jemsalera was 
hesieged, in consequence of its being the 
time of one of the public festivals, the feaat 
of Tabernacles : the city was therefore filled. 
crowded, with inhabitants at the time. They 
were torn by intestine factions of the most 
violent kind, and were reduced to the moet 
dreadful distress in the course of that long siege. 
It is recorded, that no less than one million 
one hundred thousand persons perished in that 
«vent, so fully fulfilling our Lord's words, that 
the distress occasioned on that 
should far exceed anything that w 
in the history of man ; but here there 
affecting circumstance to allude to, 
throws a peculiar light on the subject, as 
relates to the Prophecy : but we go back to a 
far more ancient date than the words of 
Saviour on the subject; we go back to the 
book of Deuteronomy, and you will find in one 
of the tatter chapters of that book, the curses 
which are pronounced against the Jews in 
I of their disobedience ; and among other 



n 




08 

'aes, it is declared that so great sliall be tl 
diatreas and straitness in wliich they ahoU Ij 
placed, when besie^tlby their ei 
walls, that evea the delicate ■ 
woman, who was so delicate as not to put h 
foot upon the ground, should be found s 
porting life by the flesh of her own childre 
What a most remarkable Prophecy! how 
entirely past all the reach of human conjec- 
ture; and yet we have a definite accovmt o 
the fulfilment of that Prophecy on three sepu 
rate occasions; the one was when Benhadad 
king of Syria was besieging Damascus ; 
remember the story of the two women; 
children of one had been devoured one daTJ 
and the otiier woman withiield the other tbi 
next day. When Nebuchadnezzar afterwar 
besieged the city, Jeremiah, in the Laments 
tions, says, that the pitiful women had sodden 
their own children; and finally, when Jerusalem 
was encompassed by the armies of Titus, when 
it was torn with intestine factions, when the 
Btraitness that was suffered during that siege 
was carried to the greatest extremity, a similar 
event happened, which is related in the most 
express terras bv Josephus; that some of those 



bmtal savages who headed those factions, and 
were going from house to house to spoil, to 
rob, and to slaughter, came to the house of a 
delicate lady, — a lady so delicate, that -we may 
suppose, according to the description, she 
would not set her foot upon the ground ; and 
yet they found her in the act of devouring her 
, own child— Mary, the daughter of Eleazer ; 
the name is given, as well as all the par- 
ticulare of the circumstance, and her character 
as a lady. 

Here we find, in the works of Josephus, an 
authentic historian of the first century, a jilain 
evidence of the literal fulfilment of a most 
definite, a most marked, and a most surprising 
prophecy, which was delivered about fifteen 
hundred years before the christian era. Here 
■we have a complete fulfilment of my 
condition ; the whole circumstance of tlie 
siege of Jerusalem, the whole circumstance 
of the distress which was then experienced, and 
the whole circumstance of those events which 
accompanied the siege, together with the scat- 
tering of the Jews afterwards among all nations, 
which was also mentioned. All these things 
•re plainly recorded in prophecy, 
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entirety past the common reach of human 
city. There was no reason in the world to 
espect any such thing; and to crown all, to ^ve 
every effect to the prophecy, we find this pecu- 
liar circumstance, to which we have adverted, 
mentioned by Mosea in the book of Deuter- 
onomy, and eTcry circumstance also clearly 
fulfilled in history. These clearly, are eventa 
far beyond the reach of human conjecture, — 
complex, extraordinary, past all conjecture ja 
their nature, and therefore fulfilling my second 
condition ; and the third condition, the fulfil- 
ment of them, recorded in an unquestionably 
authentic history, and altogether independent 
of the prophecy! We have therefore in these 
prophecies respecting Jerusalem, and in their 
fulfilment a most clear and unquestionable evi- 
dence of the divine origin of the holy scriptures, 
as well as of the divine origin of the relating of 
which these prophecies were a mark or witness! 
Now there ia another part of this subject, 
with respect to Jerosalera, on which perhapa 
a few sentences may be spoken to a good 
purpose. There arose in the fourth century 
of the christian era a moat violent enemy 
nst Christianity; I mean the Emperor 
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Julian, who was a person of remarkable 
character, and very considerable information. 
I'WeU acquainted with these Prophecies; he 
I was yet determined by his power and his 
night to afford a practical refutation of those 
Prophecies : he therefore determined that the 
temple should no longer continue in a state 
of desolation ; that the Jews should be brought 
i back to their own native city ; that Jerusalem 
should again arise in its native splendour ; and 
he confided the task of rebuilding the Temple 
I favourite Alypifis. He placed large 
treasures in his hands ; put an army under 
his disposal ; the soldiers of which were to 
become workmen on that occasion. He 
said, " Go and build the temple of Jeru- 
salem, I will refute the Prophecies ; I will 
shew that the Temple shall be built, and stand, 
and all the Jews shall still continue their ovvn 
worship, in spite of these christians whom I 
abhor." Alypius repairs to Jerusalem with 
his men and treasures, and immediately he 
be^DS the work with every possible outward 
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advantage which circumstances could afford, ^^M 

obtained by the power and treasures of the ^^H 

^^jmerwi and what is the practical result ?^^^| 
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No aouncr was the work begun on Mount 
Moriali, limn bulls of fire issued from the moiin- 
liiin, nnd entirely jirevented the progreaa of 
tlic work ; nguia and again the attempt was 
nrnile ; life after life was lost in the service ; 
unti lit loEt Alypius, with all his army, and 
treaeuree, was obliged to abandon the under- 
taking, and freely confess to the Emjieror that 
it was impossible; and the work was given up. 
Now of this fact we are in possession of a 
most undoubted historical evidence ; and I 
do not know that my young frienils can have a 
belter or more agreeable exercise of their un- 
derstanding til an in reading Bishop Way land's 
book, entitled " Jerusalem," in which the 
whole of these tacts are spoken of; and they 
are also declared by several Roman, Hebrew, 
and christian writers : and even Gibbon, aUowa 
that they were respectable and proper wit- 
nesses ; but we have another witness of the 
fact, and the tefitiraony of another enemy 
to Christianity ; Ammianus Marcelliiius, on 
eminent Roman historian, who lived at the 
time, who was the personal friend of Alypiua 
and Julian, ajid was cognisant of all the facts 
pf the case, has left them plainly on record, 
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in the books of his history ; the fact is they are 
as undouhted as any fact can be in history, and 
thus it appears that by an act of divine provi- 
dence, it is unnecessary for us to settle whether 
it was directly miraculous or not ; whether it 
could be accounted for by the instrumentality 
of any philosophical cause, or whether it was (ai 
I believe it waa) directly miraculous, it is not 
our present duty to inquire ; one thing is 
certain, that such was the event of the case, 
that the prophecy remained to be fulfilled 
without interruption, for Jerusalem waa left 
in the pre- determined desolation, and the 
Jews were continued in their scattered and 
desolate condition, which, according to the 
prophecy, must continue until the terms of ' 
the gospel are fulfilled. 

Well then, turn your views to the Jews 
themselves ; can anything be more precise than 
the prophecy contained in the same chapter 
of the book of Deuteronomy ; one of the latter 
chapters; andother parts of the books of Mose^, 
respecting the suiFerings which were to come 
on the Jews in case of disobedience P They 
were to be scattered among all the naliaiis of 
the earth ; how they were to be a proverb, i^ 
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bye word, trodden uader foot, persecuted ; 
how they were to be robbed, spoiled, and 
pillaged ; and we know tbat we bave before 
us in the moat striking miuiDer tbe fulfilment 
of tbeae prophecies, and yet " not a grain of 
tbem was to fall to the eartb ;" that is to say, 
although they were to be mingled among all 
nations, they were still to maintain their 
national character, and atill to be known as a 
pecubar people; and it is very remarkable that 
their ebamcter, is invarious respects developed; 
their love of money is particularly mentioned, 
and their gold ia mentioned by Ezekiel, that 
it should be tu them the stumbling block of ini- 
quity; and various other points are mentioned 
respecting them. Now all those were past 
human conjecture, they were entirely beyond 
the reach of human sagacity ; and yet we 
know, we have it before us, tbat theae things 
tae completely fulfilled, and no man can com- 
pare what he knows of the character of the Jew- 
ish people of this time, with t!ie worda of Moses 
in the book of Deuteronomy without perceiv- 
ing a plain proof tbat scripture ia given by 
inspiration of God, and that our religion, 
being testified of and borne witneaa to by those 
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prophecies, bears upon it the plainest marka 
of its diTine origin. 

I will advert to one or two more circumatan- 
cesof this kind; I suppose among- all the cities of 
antiquity there was no city more remaikably 
wicked; no city more loaded with riches; no 
city more teemingwith prosperity, than the city 
of Tyre. It was the commercial emporium of 
the ancient world, and remarkable for the luxu- 
ry, and pride, and wealth of its inhabitants. 
Well, Ezekiel comes forward, and says that it 
shall be utterly destroyed; that the very ruins 
of Tyre— that her very dust shall be scraped 
away, scraped mcay ! what an extraordinary ex- 
pression ! that she should be left as the top of a 
rock, and that the fishermen should spread 
their nets there. Was anything in the world 
more improbable ; more past the reach of 
human conjecture ? Was any prophecy that 
ever was professed to be delivered, more en- 
tirely beyond the scope of man's sagacity ? 
Certainly none ; nothing in the world could 
be more striking, or more peculiar, or unex- 
pected, or unlikely; and yet this prophecy has 
received the most literal accomplishment ; this 
ancient city of Tyre was beeieged by Nebu- 



chadnezziir and his amiy, and was destroyed; 
and then Tyre arises ugain on a little island 
close by the sea coast, or in it indeed, and 
becomes richer, and prouder, and more glori- 
ous, than ever ; well, Alexander the Great 
comes and invades Aaia, and makes an attack 
upon Tyre, this commercial emporium, of the 
ancient world, and io order to obtain possea- 
HJon of the new city of Tyre, what does he 
do? Why he scrapes the dust of the ruins of 
old Tyre literally away, and forms a mound 
with this ruin, the dust of those ruins, with 
which he passes across the strait, and by that 
means obtains access to the new city ; so that 
that prophecy is literally accomplished, that 
'■ The dust is scraped away from her," Alex- 
ander certainly had no intention of fulfilling 
the prophecy ; the last thing that could have 
entered into his mind was to alFord a proof of 
the christian religion; but he has done so, and 
he actually scraped the dust of the city, of 
ancient Tyre, and formed a mound with it, 
and by that means obtained access to the 
new city, broke in on the city, and destroyed it ; 
and now both the old and the new cities are 
found to be exactly what is described; they 
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Bre like the top of a bare rock, a small fisher- 
man's cabin, in one of the two ; and here again 
we have the testimony of an enemy; a French- 
man g^es and travels in the East, (a notorious 
infidel,) and he comea to Tyre ; and what 
does he see ? Why he tells us, (little thinking 
that he is affording us a proof of Christianity,) 
that the first thing that meets his eye, ia the 
fisherman spredding his net on the rock : he 
records it in his works, and an English traveller 
of the name of Mautidrell sees the fact ; and 
here is a literal fulfilment of the prophecy. 
Now yon see how entirely the conditions are 
all fulfilled. How, first, a proof that the 
prophecy was delivered long before the event 
happened; secondly, the nature, the surprising 
and peculiar nature of the event, beyond all 
human sagacity; and thirdly, the testimony 
of authentic profane historians and modem 
travellers; an infidel, aa enemy, as to the 
very facts which were the subject of the 
prophecy ; here then we have a delightful 
evidence, a most satisfactory evidence, of the 
divine origin of the holy scriptures, and of our 
holy religion. 

Now, this just reminds me of a fact, which 
D 3 
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I will mention by the way, though it doea 

not exactly fall in with this part of my sub- 
ject; how curiously the truth of Scripture has 
been developed by many modem travellers ; 
and I will just give you an instance, which 
etrifcea my memory at this moment. You 
know the town of Philippi ; when Paul came 
to Phillippi, the Philippians (in the Kith 
chapter, I think, of the Acta) called them- 
aeWea Bomana, you will find. And how came 
they to be Romans ? Here is a question 
which naturally puzzles the commentator. 
The answer is, undoubtedly, they were a 
colony of Rome ; for the Romans were in the 
habit of settling colonies in different parts of 
the world, and they had the privileges of 
Roman citizenship, and they must have been 
colonists ; but there is no account of that in 
history, and we were obliged to take it for 
granted, till lately. A modem traveller goes 
into that spot, and scrapes up a coin, and on 
this coin he found this inscription, "PhUippii 
Colonia ;" and here the whole thing is 
explained; and so, at the end of 18 centuries, 
uj) springs a tittle coin from the ground which 
throws a beautiful light on the history of the 
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Acts of ike Apostles, and the plainest con- 
firmation of the truth of that history. Now 
this is the very nature of truth, which springs up 
in all directions, and in all ages : and you will 
find that it haa become mure and more con- 
firmed as time rolls on, and there is nothing 
on the other aide ; — there is the great strength 
of our argument. 

Well now, Babylon. What a wonderful 
place was Babylon, more than thirty miles in 
circucoferenoe, with a wall of immense thick- 
ness and breadth, so that the chariots were 
driven abreast on the top of the wall ; in- 
habited by a vast population ; the king of 
Babylon called the king of kings, because all 
the surrounding nations were tributary to 
him ; and I suppose we can. form no idea of 
the importance of the city, and its vast power 
and strength. Well, that makes no difference 
to a man like Isaiah, who, in the spirit of the 
Lord, comes forward and prophesies that il 
should be utterly destroyed ; that her two 
leaved gates should be opened ; that the 
stream of her river should be turned aside ; 
her water course turned aside; and that Cyrus 
(calling him by name,) should open the two 
D 4 



so 

leatred gstes ; all of which exactly happened 
in the tenn of years. Cyrus turned the course 
of the river ; he opened the two leaved-gatcB, 
uud obtained poaseaaion of the city : further 
than that, the city tvaa to be entirely de- 
stroyed, and the time waa to come when not 
B. remnant was to be left, only a heap of 
riiina ; and even the shepherds should not 
lodge there, it should be a place for the habi- 
tations of wild beasts of the forest ; so entirely 
desolate should that vast, proud, woadrous 
capital become, that it should be no longer 
for the habitation of men, but for the wild 
beasts of the forest. We have it recorded 
in the fourth century, (it is a curious circum- 
stance) that on or near the site on which 
Babylon used to stand, was converted by the 
Persians into a park for wild beasts ; they 
thought nothing of accomplishing the j)ro. 
phecy; they cared nothing about the scripture; 
the last thing they Ihousht of was to afford a 
proof of our religion, but they did so; and a 
man waa triivelling in that neighbourhood not 
long ago, and he found the city of ancient 
Babylon in a slate of entire desolation, scarcely 
a trace of the ancient city, only a few heaps 
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of desolate ruins among the desert waste; 
and what does he see there ? Why one of the 
first objects that meets his view at a distance 
is that of a lordly lion stalking about, a per- 
fect accomplishment of the prophecy. What 
man could see that lion, hear of that lion, or 
read of that lion, without perceiving in that 
peculiar event a marked accomplishment of 
ancient prophecy. 

Then Edom. What can be more curious 
than the accomplishment of the prophecies 
about Edom ? It lay between Judea and 
Egypt, and was tlie country which we now 
call Arabia Petrea. Edom waa once a country 
of great importance. " Oh thou who dwelleat 
in the cleft of the rock," (this is the language 
of the prophet Obadiuh) " though Ihou buiid- 
est thy nest with the eagle, the Lord shall 
bring thee to the ground." They are de- 
■cribed in the holy scriptures as a most 
powerful and numerous people, and their 
cities described aa being built on the tops of 
rocks and places of immense natunU strength; 
and then the prophet goes on to declare, 
that Edom sliall be utterly laid waste, so en- 
tirely, that no traveller should be able to pass 




irongh her; and behold the whole of it ii 
accompliahed. I suppose it ia considered 
nearly an impossibility for any traveller now 
to pass through the land of Edom, so perfect 
is the vaete, so entire the desolation, and bo 
extreme is the danger ; but there were two 
gentlemen, with whom I have some little ac- 
quaintance personally, who lately determined 
to see what they could do in penetrating int<i 
the land of Edom ; — they are two naval offi- 
cers, (Captains Keeling and Mangles), and 
they actually found their way to the old city 
of Edom ; and there they foucd immense 
buildings of ruins in the rocks, and a great 
number of seimlchres hewn out of the rocks, 
and all the ruins of an ancient city of pro- 
digious strength, exactly answering the old 
description, and now bo desolate that no 
traveller can pass through that country. 

Now who does not perceive that all the 
conditions are accomplished ? You have a 
proof of the antiquity of the prophecies ; — 
the events to which the prophecies relate are 
past all human sagacity, and as for the fulfil- 
ment, you have it from the mouths of most 
respectable men notv living ; ao that in the 



nineteenth century we are furnished with im- 
queationable evidence that those who uttered 
thoae prophecies spolie by inspiration of God, 
and that the religion to which they bear testi- 
mony ia indeed the religion of God himself. 
Who else can know the future ? 

There is one point in this subject which I 
dare not omit, it is 90 peculiarly important 
and interesting :— the whole of the Old Testa- 
ment is distinguished by a hne of prophecy 
relating to those events of which the New 
Testament contains the historical account, 
and there is as great and as beautiful a corres- 
pondence between the Old and New Testa- 
ments, as there is between the lunga of the 
human body and the air which we breathe ; — 
no man can meditate on the formation and 
structure of the human lungs on the one hand, 
and the formation and composition of the at- 
mosphere on the other, without perceiving 
that they are fitted one to the other by a 
.designing hand of perfect wisdom; if the 
lungs had been differently constructed, we 
could not inhiJe the air; if the air had been' 
differently composed, to inhale it would have 
been death instead of life : — who does not 
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perceive the matchless hand of divine wisdom 
and design in this agreement ! Did the lungs 
manufacture the air ? Has the air any ten- 
dency to produce the lungs ? The very 
thought is foolisk io the extreme ; but a mas- 
ter hand has prepared them both, and fitted 
them one to another, and no man can efiiace 
the effect which has resulted from that de- 
sign. 

And so you will find, friends, on the com- 
pariaon of the Old and New Testaments, that 
they are adapted to each other, so as to make 
up a perfect union and accordant whole. You 
have in the Old Testament a most marvellous 
line of prophecy respecting an individual ; 
you have in the New Testament an authentic 
history of that indi\'idual, Mfilling the whole 
of that chain of prophecy. Now allow me to 
mention a few circumstances connected with 
this subject. To go thiough the whole of the 
prophecies relating to our Saviour v 
quite beyond the limits of our time, 
little sketch of the subject : — 

In the first place, in the third of Genesii 
the first promise that is made, and the c 
pronounced upon the seqient, is, that the 
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of the woman should bruise the Berpent'a 
head ; that was a general deacriptiun which ia 
developed in all its ])art8 as we proceed, 
Christ, Che eeed of the woman, was to obtain 
an eternal ascendancy over sin, and therefore 
was to be truly man. 

You go on a little further in the book of 
Genesis, till you come to Abraham, " In thy 
seed shall all the nations of the earth be 
blessed; " therefore this deliverer, this Saviour, 
was not only to be of the human race, but of 
the seed uf Abraham. You go on to the 
49th of Genesia ; " ITie sceptre shall not de- 
part from Judah until Shiloh come, the peace- 
giver and sent of God." He was to come 
therefore of the tribe of Judah ; here ia a fur- 
ther illumination. You then go forward to 
the hook of Jeremiah ; " After chose days, 
saith the Lord, I will raise up unto David a 
righteous branch, and a king shall reign and 
prosper, and execute justice and judgment in 
the earth : " here is a further illuminatioa. 
He was to be of the family of David, or 
according to the words, "A branch out of 
the stem of Jeise, out of the root of Jesse, 
the father of David," Here, then, you hnva 



hiB humanity, his nation, his tribe, hia family: 
and in the 5th chapter of Micah you have hia 
birth-place : " And tliou Bethlehem Ephratah, 
though thou be little among the thousands of 
Judah, yet out of thee shall come forth he 
that shall rule all Israel ; " there is his birth- 
place. Thee you have the precise date of his 
coming ; 70 weeks are appointed from the going 
forth of the decree to rebuild Jerusalem until 
Meesiah the prince ; to put an end to traos- 
greasion, to make reconciliation for iniquity, 
and so on. The date of the decree which 
was issued by Artaxerxes for the rebuilding 
of Jerusalem, we know from history, and ac- 
cording to the common Jewish enumeration, 
490 years, brings us exactly (as far as I can now 
calculate) to the time of thedeatb of our Saviour. 
We have, therefore, the exact time when 
he was to come : then we have his character; 
righteousness was to be the girdle of his loins, 
and faithfulness the girdle of his reins, and 
with equity was he to judge all nations. His 
holiness is described in the clearest manner 
in the 1 1th chapter of Isaiah. Then we have 
his sufferings : is there anything in the world 
more striking and more important than Ihe 
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prophecy contained in the 53rd chapter ttt 
Isaiah f I will say n little more on that point 
loon, but there is a very complete account of 
his whole stay in the world, his being re- 
jected by the Jewa, led as a lamb to the 
slaughter, and of hia being wounded for our 
tranBgreasions. and bruised for our iniquities. 
Again, we have his resurrection in the very 
aame chapter ; " When thou hast madi; his 
soul an offering for sin he shall see his 
Heed, he shall prolong hia days,"— prolong his 
days — -there is his resurrection. Again, in 
the I6tb Psalm; "Thou wouldat not leave 
my soul in hell, (or in the grave aa it may be 
read) neither wilt thou Buffer thy holy one to 
see corruption ; " then we have many prophe- 
cies of his reign, and government, of which 
there shall be no end. You will perceive 
that these prophecies are poured in upon ua 
in different ages, through the instrumentality 
of different prophets. One man contributes 
one thing to the stock of information, another 
man another thing to the same stock r there 
are various rays of light pouring in on this 
subject at various times from different quar- 
terc, and all meeting in a single focus ; but 



more especially there are pointe in these 
prophecies of a most marked and peculiar 
character; indeed to the very last, wlien the 
humanity of Christ and hie divine descent are 
so particulfirly mentioned, there is an express 
mention of his divinity : " Unto us a child is 
bom, unto us a son ia given, and the govern- 
ment shall be upon hia shoulders, and his 
name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, 
the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace." " His name shall be called 
Jehovah, the Lord our righteousness ; " (in 
the 23rd Chapter of Jeremiah, the one I before 
quoted.) But you now perceive, from the 
short account I have given, how very remark- 
able all those prophecies respecting our Sa- 
viour are ; first their great complexity, and 
the information which they unfold — such as 
the tribe of his virgin mother, and even the 
lesser particulars of the case ; in his thirst, 
" they gave him gall and vinegar to drink, 
parted bis garmenta among them, and cast lota 
for his vesture," (in the 2-2nd Psalm,) even the 
emallest particulars ; here is hght pouring in 
upon us &om vaiioua quarters, and all the 
particulars of the case, and the whole account 



is of the most suipriamg nature, far beyond 
the reach of human conjecture. These pro- 
phecies are scattered over the sacred yolume, 
we have to pick them out ; they come one hy 
one, incidentally as it were, and often ming-Ied 
with other things. Further, you will observe 
that many of them are enigmatical in their 
nature, they could not he understood, by the 
persons who delivered them or heard them, 
unless they were inspired to understand that 
■which they were inspired to deliver ; for ex- 
ample, the point I just now mentioned about 
prolonging his days, " When thou hast made 
his soul an offering for sin, (when, that is, 
when they put him to death) he shall prolong 
his days." Here was an enigma ; no one 
could understand that at the time, unless 
they were inspired to understand it, and you 
will find in the end of the 53rd chapter of 
Isaiah, the pro]ihecy may truly be called enig- 
matical ; it is entirely imposaible that any 
man at the time it was delivered should un- 
derstand its bearing, unless it was by inspira- 
tion. At the end of the 52nd chapter of 
Isaiah you will find "His form was marred 
more than any man's, h's countenance and hii 



form more than the aons of men, so shall he 
Hpriokle many nations." What can be the 
meaning of it f It was all in obscurity at the 
time it was delivered ; when you come to the 
New Teatament. the enigma ia solved, the 
difficulty is removed, a blaze of light is poured 
on the subject, every particular is fulfilled. 
For instance, our blessed Saviour's visage was 
more marred thim any man's with sorrows and 
afflictions; his crown, his thorns, more than 
any man's ; his form pierced by the nails, 
pierced by the spear, more marred than any 
man's, and so shall he sprinkle many natloas. 
We turn to the apostles, and we find that the 
blood of Christ must be sprinkled on all our 
hearts by faith, and that by bis meritorious 
death he has procured for us the gift of the 
Holy Spirit, by which he sprinkles all nations ; 
therefore the whole difficulty is removed, and 
in the Old Testament you find every difficulty 
gone. His incarnation, his divine character, 
hia miraculous birth, the date at which he was 
to be bom, his humility, his low estate, his 
sufferings, his righteous character, his violent 
death, his resurrection, his prolonging his 
days, and his glorious reign ; the whole comes 
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before us with Et flood of light, and no man 
can for a moment doubt that here there is the 
full accomplishment of the prophecies t 

I wish to impress on the minds of my 
youag friends, that such te the nature of these 
prophecies respecting our Saviour, that they 
had no tendency whatever to accomphsb them- 
selves, from their enigmatical nature, for it 
was only by the events that the prophecies 
were explained ; and the persons who accom- 
plished the prophecies were persons who were 
enemies to the truth, in a great variety of 
instances ; for instance, the Roman soldiers 
little thought that they were accomplishing 
the prophecy of scripture, when they cast lots 
for the garments of our Lord ; the enemies of 
truth little thought that they were accomplish- 
ing any prophecy of scripture when they 
wagged their heads at our Lord on the cross, 
and when they gave him gall and vinegar to 
drint. And they shew that the prophecies 
were accomplished by things not of man s 
procuring, which arises by the order of pro- 
vidence, in a great variety of instances through 
the instrumentality of the enemies of Jesus, 
and vet the accomplishment is perfect, and 
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the enigma ia fully Halved. Now you can 
illustrate it by the subject of hieroglyphics ; 
you go to Egypt, and you find a place covered 
with hieroglyphics, and no man can under- 
stand it ; it has been a literary curiosity for 
many ages : but a doctor Young arises, and a 
ChampoUion, and they discover a key to these 
hieroglyphics, and in a moment the w!iole is 
as clear and as easy to read as any newspaper; 
and thus when you come to the New Testa- 
ment, you find in it those perfect facta which 
you assume the most difficult, and alt is light : 
and we find ourselves in a moral demons- 
tration, of the most perfect character, of the 
divine origin both of the Old and New Tes- 
taments. 

These prophecies respecting our Saviour 
are of peculiar importance, because they were 
ottered doubtless for the very purpose of 
affording us an evidence of the truth of that 
religion which the scriptures introduce to our 
view ; they are a seal which never can be 
broken ; they are a testimony which never 
can be removed into a comer ; and they afford 
a sufficient answer to all the cavils, doubts and 
arguments of all unbelievers. I think 1 have 



said enough for the purpose of proving that, aa 
on the one hand chrietianity is traced through 
the intervention of miracles, to God, aa the 
author of nature, so on the other hand chria- 
tJanity is traced through the intervention of 
the prophecies, to God, as the author of 
providence. 

I should wish to occupy a little lime with a 
very hrief sketch of another part of the same 
subject which I hinted at, last evening. 
Christianity is traced to God, aa the moral 
governor of the world. That evidences of 
Christianity are so communicated to us, ia a 
Buhject of wonderful variety, scope, and 
depthi it may be said there is no end to the 
subject. 1 will venture to say that discoursea 
might he deHvered upon it, evening after 
evening, with scarcely a perception of exhaust- 
ing: the subject, but we must apply just a few; 
and although the arguments of miracles, and 
prophecies are quite sufficient in themselves 
to prove our points, and wholly incapable of 
any refutation, I consider that the strongest 
point of all, is the internal evidence by which 
we trace our holy religion, in the acripturea of 
the Old and New Testamente, to the moral 
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governor of the world. Let any man take the 
pains of collecting from the works of the 
ancient heathen philosophers, the wisest and 
most learned, all the information which they 
can give us on the subject of the Supreme 
Being : — a good deal might he collected from 
them on the subject; they were visited by some 
rays of light ; they probably had some linger- 
ing, transient notion of God ; they might 
possibly some of them learn something from 
the Jews; but beyond all this there is no 
evidence, in my mind. 1 think it may be 
abundantly proved, that a certain measure of 
divine illumination is bestowed on all the 
children of men, whatever may be their con- 
dition as to outward ignorance, and that the 
ancient heathen philosophers, for example, 
were not left without some feeble raya of light 
from heaven ; and 1 am bold to confess my 
opinion that there are many passages in their 
works, which can be accounted for only by 
that principle ; but still, friends, I am prepared 
to mark the distinction between the early day 
light, and the blaze of noon ; and when I com- 
pare the theologies of Plato, of Aristotle, and 
even of Socxates and Cicero ; when I compare 
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the theology of those authors, with the theology 
of Isaiah, and David, and Jeremiah, and the 
other prophets ; and Solomon, and Moaes, 
more particularly, it is indeed like the com- 
parison of the faint twilight with the blaze of 
Doon. It is in this scriptures, and in the scrip- 
tures only, that we find thy attributes of God 
developed in all their splendour, and in all 
their beauty, and in all their strength ; and 
were I to point out one particular evidence, 
which I consider would establish the divine 
authority of the Old and New Testaments, I 
should say, look at the account which those 
volumes contain of God himself. It is need- 
less to mention to you the almost innumerable 
passages which relate to the subject ; but you 
know friends, that we find in the scriptures, 
that God is eternal ; from everlasting to ever- 
lasting ; who was, and is, and is to come. 
You find also, that God is a spirit invisible, 
and is to be worshipped in spirit and in truth. 
You will find nothing like that in any of the 
heath ei^philoBOphers. You will find again, 
that God is omnijiotent ; that he made heaven 
and earth, and all things that are in them ; 
that in the beginning, he created the heaven. 



and the earth : that he m»de all things out of 
nothing. Now this is on idea which you can- 
not trace in the heathen philosophere, — hia 
making all things out of nothing ; though 
! fully acknowledge him as a creator, in 
one aense of the word. You find in the hoty 
Bcriptures that he is omiiipreBent. What a 
magnificent idea, what a gloriouB and sublime 
conception ! " Whither shall I go from thy 
apirit, and whither shall I flee from thy pre- 
;e? If I ascend up into heaven, thou art 
there; if I make my bed in hell, behold thou 
art there also." These are the natural attri- 
butes of God. as they are called; and then his 
perfect wisdom ; — " He stretched out tlie 
1 by his discretion, and wisdom was 
with him when he laid the foundation of the 
earth." His providence is another attribute 
frequently mentioned. And then hia moral 
attributes ; his justice, his holiness ; how often 
do the scriptures set forth the holiness of God ; 
" Of purer eyes than to behold evil." His 
perfect justice, hia equity, bis moral govern- 
ment. I mentioned his goodness ; and above 
all, what I think Bishop Home, in his work on 
the Paalraa, ventures to call his darling attri- 
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bute, the attribute of mercy. I shuuld like 
to inquire of my young friends, who are ac- 
customed to the Greek literature, where 
can they find anything, within the whole 
compass of ancient literature, worthy of the 
comparison with these three words, " God ie 
love ?" My opinion, is that those three words 
cont^n a distinct and unanswerable evidence 
of the divine origin of scripture ; " God ia 
love." 

You are to remember that the ancient Greek 
and Latin philosophers, were many of them 
persons of great learning ; of deep and com- 
prehensive powers of mind ; of the highest 
degree of mental acquirements : educated to 
the highest point to which man could be, at 
that time ; and you are also to remember, that 
many of the writers of the Old and New Tes- 
taments were illiterate men, and very badly 
educated; and that there was httle science 
among the Jews ; that they were in various 
respects, rather a rigid and independent 
people, many of them ; and yet you find these 
well educated and learned philoaophers, com- 
ing forward with that degree of information 
on the subject, which may be compared to 



twilight : and you find these illiterate pcrBons, 
coming forward with that hlaze of Lllumina- 
tion, which can only be compared to the noon- 
day Hun. What can account for the difference ? 
Is there any man who dares to say that it can 
be accounted for on any other principle what- 
ever, but the divine origin of the Scriptures, 
and the character which those scriptures tes- 
tify ? Take the moral law, which you m&y 
trace to the same unenlightened age, as I shall 
have an opportunity of explaining on a future 
evening. But when you compare the moral 
syatem of Plato, Aristotle, and Cicero, with 
the moral system of the bible, there is the 
same difference to be proved ; a most wonder- 
ful difference in the degree of light. Now one 
of the marks of inspiration is, the concentrat- 
ing of a good deal of important truth, in a very 
short compass. And what do you think all 
those ancient laws would contain ; the whole 
laws ? Why, " Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and all thy soul, and 
all thy mind, and all thy might; and thou shalt 
love thy neighbour as thyself;" here is the 
f ulfilli ng of the law. How unspeakably aupe- 
lior is the moi'al law, as it is developed ii 



short sentence, to all the speeches of the great 
body of heathen philosophers ; and what a 
plain evidence we have, in these very words, 
ihat OUTS 13 the religion which flows from 
the ^thomless fouataiu of infinite wisdom 
and love. 

Let any man take our Saviour's sermon on 
the mount ; and I will venture to say, that, if 
lie is a man of any moral feeling, of any moral 
discernment, of any nice taste, on the subject 
of virtue ; he has, in that sermon on the mount, 
a moat infinite, internal proof of the divine 
authority of our religion. Let us point out 
one or two instances ; take the first beatitude. 
" Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven." Now this is a point 
which distinguishes the moral system of the 
bible. The whole moral system of the bible 
may be said to be founded, as it were, on 
humihty ; from humility, maybe said to spring 
other virtues in abundance ; now humility, 
contrition, brokenness, poverty of spirit, are 
absolutely essential to a christian character : 
but when you come to open the pages of the 
ancient philosophers, the inspired philosopherB 
of Greece, and read, we find that there is 
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macti, very much, to flatter the pride of n 
and to nurae himself in the notion of his own 
original virtue. Poverty of spirit would, by 
many of the ancient writers, have been con- 
sidered a ahame and a folly, and unworthy of 
the very character of a man ; and yet I ehould 
like to know, whether there ie any one moral 
quality, which worka eo well in practice, and 
BO upholds the welfare of man, in the power 
of God, as humility, and brokeuness of spirit? 
And here we have a distinguishing point, of 
the highest moral importance, embosomed in 
the code of Christianity; distinguishing it from 
all the other codes, and affording an evidence 
in itself, of its divine origin. Then again, 
" Blessed are the pure in heart, for tbey shall 
see God." Here is another point, in which 
our Saviour traces the virtue of man, to that 
epiing from which it must come ; that is, the 
heart made pure. He tells us, that man's 
heart naturally brings forth the works of evil ; 
and that, till it is made pure, by the power 
of the holy spirit, — renewed by God under the 
influence of that spirit ; that the spring and 
origin of all morals, ia their purity of heart — 
a most distinguishing feature. For you will 
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- generally find, that whatever was writteo od 

morals, hy uninspired persons, is external ) 
only the surface of things ; it does not go 
domi into the depth of human motives : hut 
more especially the moral system of the hible 
is distinguished by this circumstance, that it 
always hringa forward love to God, as the 
very foundation of the whole. And here there 
is a marked distinction from all the other 
moral systems, which have ever been invented. 
We are taught by our Saviour ; we are 
taught by his apostles, that the first prin- 
ciple of morals, is to love God with all our 
hearts and with all our souls ; and from thia 
principle, all that is virtuous and excellent 
(either for the glory of God, or the welfare of 
man) is found to spring. And if we take 
these points into view, and contrast them with 
whatever has been produced in any age, hy 
moral, uninspired persona, the contrast alFords 
a most abundant evidence of the divine origin 
of scripture. It is also to be remembered 
that, whatever you find in modem writers, of 
correct theology, or true morals, we find in its 
original form in the Holy Scriptures ; and 
though you may find some Hayings on thii 
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subject in the writings of believers, they are 
borrowed, all of them borrowed, from the 
aacred pages. 

I point, therefore, to the broad features of 
the attributes of God, unfolded in the scrip- 
tures, and to the broad features of moral law, as 
distinguished from the uninspired systems of 
morality, as affording a most uuquestiDnable 
proof, that our holy religion, which is traced 
through the intervention of miracles, to God, 
as the author of nature, and through the in- 
tervention of prophecy, to God, as the autbor 
of proridence, must also be traced through 
the intervention of its own internal, moral, 
and spiritual character, to God, aa the moral 
governor of the world ; as he who is holy, 
great, and true. But before I leave this part 
of the subject, I must just advert to a point 
which throws very additional light on it, and 
may be said to crown the whole ; that the 
moral law of the Holy Scriptures was em- 
bodied in the example of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. And 1 know not that I could 
point the attention of young friends to a sub- 
ject, more full of interest, or more replete 
with unanswerable evidence, ac it relates to 
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the divine origin of our holy religion, than 
the recorded example, life, and conversation, 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, put together by four 
historians, and sustained with a precision with 
a aimplicity, with a beauty, with a completeness, 
with a hannony,for which DOthiug but truth can 
possibly account. Oh! it ts indeed a wonder- 
ful subject of contemplation ! Think of the 
perfectpurity of Jesus Christ; without blemish, 
and without spot ; holy, harmless, undefiled in 
spirit. Think of hie undoubted integrity ; that 
he is the truth, the very truth, and, we always 
find, the noble magnanimous reprover of all 
iniquity; fearless of all the terrors of man's 
judgment, fearless of all the sufferings which 
man can inflict. Then think of that remark- 
able combination with this magnanimity, this 
integrity, this holy boldness, of meekness, 
patience, gentleness, forbearance ; gentle as 
the lamb ; how meek and patient in all hiB 
sufferings ; and even after he was hanging on 
the fatal cross, his language was, " Father, 
forgive them, for they know not what they 
do." Then think of hia active beneficence ; 
abounding in love and charity towards all : 
oil hia miracles ; ttie miracles of compassion ; 
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for ever engaged in relieving distress ; full of 
mercy Eind good works. Then think of his 
devotional character ; how he spent whole 
nights in the solitude of the mountain side, in 
rommunioa with hia God. Then think of his 
alMolute resignation to his father's will ; " If 
it be possible, let this cup pass from me ; yet, 
not as I will, but as thou wUt. If this cup 
may not pass from me, except I drink it, thy 
will he done. My duty is to do the will of 
my Father who is in heaven, and to finish hia 
work." ITiink of his perfect fortitude : think 
of the lirmness and quietness with which he 
suffered. Above all, think of that wondrous 
and mysterious act of infinite charity and con- 
descension, when he who " Was in the form 
of God, and thought it not a robbery to be 
equal with God, made himself of no reputa- 
tion, and took on him the form of a servant, 
and was made in the likeness of man, and 
being formed and fashioned as a man, humbled 
himself and became obedient unto death, even 
the death of the cross." Think of the height 
of his glory ; think of the depth of his humilia- 
tion ; and yon will then obtain some idea, 
according to the finiteness of your conception. 
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of the infinite condescenaion, of the unbounded 
charity of Christ. 

You see that it is a standing miracle, which 
proves the truth of Christianity, beyond tlie 
shadow of a single doubt, that a character 
Buch as our Lord Jesus Christ, should even he 
described and sustained without a fallacy, 
even by one writer. But when you find four 
historians, and the writers of the Epistles also, 
all of them speaking and writing on this sub- 
ject, not in a formal, not in a svstematic, hut 
in an incidental manner ; and when you find 
that the character of Christ comes out from 
the whole of their productions, in a manner 
perfectly natural, and that the character is 
sustained, through the whole, without the 
least degree of stumbling, or without the least 
degree of error, or difficulty, or contradiction, 
with perfect niceness, and developed In all its 
pure beauty and harmony, I say, you have 
there a. standing miracle, an internal evidence, 
of the most undoubted character, of the divine 
origin of that religion which Christ came to 
reveal. And further, when you compare the 
character thus developed, with the moral law, 
which he himself proclaimed, and find that 
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the two things tally one with another, and 
perfectly correspond, even as the canopy of 
heaven above, corresponds with the verditu- 
rical surface of the earth beneath ; I Hay, 
friends, that in this beautiful accordance, in 
the mighty scope, variety, and spirituality, of 
of the divine law ; in the matchless character 
wi h wh h hat law was embodied in the 
ampl f Christ, and in the fitness of one to 
h h y u have a moral evidence, strong 
n gh pend a world upon. It is a chain 

h ! a weight might he hung with im- 
punity, for it cannot be broken. 

Yon will now perceive, friends, the point to 
which we are arrived. I have been appealing 
to you as rational men and women ; I have 
been appealing to the noblest faculty of your 
reason. You know that the good shall live 
bv faith ; you also know, that the christian 
religion is founded, as far as it relates to 
evidence, on the basis of moral reason. You 
know that there ia nothing in the world more 
truly reasonable, more justly philosophical, 
more clearly founded on unquestionable truth, 
and upon that which is proved to be the truth, 
than the christian reli^on. And when you 



107 

take into view these three lines of argument, 
miracles, prophecy, and the moral weight of 
Christianity ; when you go further, and trace 
it in its practical workings • when you find that 
it is the meauB in the hinda of God's divine 
providence for that new creation which is 
still more po«erfuUy mditat le of divine 
power than the whole creation itself; when 
you find that it is the means of converting, as 
far as it is truly received, the barren wilder- 
ness of man's thorny, fruitless, and wicked 
heart, into the garden of the Lord ; when you 
find that it is the means of making that dreary 
■wHderness blossom as the rose, even as the 
rose of Sharon ; when you take all these things 
into view, away with the snadow of a doubt 
for ever and for evermore. And, oh! let 
us no longer treat Christianity as if it were 
a delusion ; for there are multitudes among 
the professors of the christian name, who, on 
the one hand, admit its truth, and on the 
other hand, live as it were not true. But I 
call on you, my dear young friends, to act on 
a better principle; and knowing, from un- 
questionable evidence, that Christianity is true, 
and that it is the religion of Ood, I call upon 
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you to act on this deliberate result, and hence* 
forth to resign yourselves to the service of 
your heavenly father, and, in good earnest, to 
take up your cross, and follow Jesus Christr 



Cbiili ittturc. 



DIVINITY OF JESUS CHRIST. 



Is making' a statement, when we last met, of 
the internal evidence of the truth of Christi- 
anity, I confined my attention very much to 
the revelation of the attrihulea of the Most 
High ; of the moral law ; and an examination 
of the character ofour Lord Jesus Christ. But, 
in point of fact, the argument respecting the 
internal evidence of the truth of our religion, 
lies still deeper, and extends much further 
than I have hitherto mentioned ; for there are 
other great truths revealed to us in the Holy 
Scriptures of a most novel and peculiar kind, 
far beyond the reach of human imagination, 
and all the invention of moral philosopky, 
They are entirely beyond the perception of 
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man, but nevertheless, so completely adapted 
to their purpose, aa to carry with them an 
internal weight of evidence, of very great 
strength indeed, that they are the doctrines, 
not of man, hut of God. 

I hardly know a wider or more interesting 
field in which we might expatiate, than in the 
internal evidence of the truth of chriatianity. 
The philosophical truth of the effect of gravi- 
tation upon all material hodies— that they are 
drawn towards each other by a certain force 
of attraction, now appears a most familiar 
circumstance. In this day, we give a ready 
assent to this doctrine of philosophy ; but we 
can hardly believe that 150 years ago, this 
doctrine which now appears bo plain and so 
palpable, was entirely unknown : I know of 
nothing that more remarkably distinguishes 
the great discovery of Sir Isaac Newton, than 
the simplicity and plainness of the truth, and 
its imiveraal palpability, which is now so 
universally seen and understood. In the 
same way, there are some things declared in 
the Holy Scriptures, which are so evident, 
now that they are revealed, that we can 
hardly suppose ttuit men ever could be igao- 
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rant of such truths ; and yet, until they were 
revealed by the Holy Scriptures, they were 
wholly unknown to ipen, and had never been 
reached by the utmost flights of uninspired 
moral philosophy. You have then, more par- 
ticularly from that broad feature of divine 
truth, so plainly revealed in scripture, and so 
amply confirmed by experience, so transfused 
into every pa^ of the history of man — the 
universal corruption of human nature. In 
how many, in how various forms, has the 
wickedness of man displayed itself? Wlio 
can take up the page of history, and observe 
how they are stained with blood and all sorts 
of criminality, without perceiving that there 
must be some general cause for the facts 
which abound on every side, of the description 
which I have now mentioned ' For example, 
when we reflect on the horrors of the slave 
trade, and slavery, — horrors, familiar to the 
minds of many of my young friends, 1 doubt 
not, to what original cause can we trace 
them ? to what general cause, to what one 
cause can we trace all these multitudinous 
forma of iniquity wliich deface the history of 
our species ? Now this is a question which 



never was answered by uninspired moral phi- 
losophers; who would always set out at the 
wrong end, and begin with describing man as 
virtuous instead of vicious. But the Holy 
ScriptnreH declare the original cauae of these 
iniquities, namely, the corruption of the heart 
of man in his fallen state ; and I hardly know 
any one truth, which more remarkably dis- 
tinguishes the records of inspiration, than that 
which ia couched in such forcible language, 
such concentrated language, by the prophet 
Jeremiai ; " The heart is deceitful above all 
tiungs, and desperately wicked." And further, 
the origin and root of this corruption is also 
developed in scripture, in the history which ia 
tJiere given of the fall of our first parents, and 
of the descent of their corrupt nature from 
father to son in every generation. 

Now you will perceive from this brief 
statement, that the Holy Scriptures represent 
mankind as requiring, not only the revelation 
of divine truth, not only light, not only infor- 
mation, not only precept, but, in one word. 
Redemption. A vast, divine, powerful price 
is required, for the restoration of fallen and 
(MHTupt man to his original state of virtue and 
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conformity to the divine will. The whole 
bearing of the christian religion is practical, 
and this is one of the most important princi- 
ples for my young friends to keep in view, 
hetauae when we enter a Httle into these 
points, it is not for the purpose of gratifying a 
spirit of speculation or of human curiosity, 
but to shew the practical workings of that 
mighty plan, which God has ordained for 
man's salvation. 

And here we come to what may truly be 
called the very centre and turning point, the 
very hinge and moving principle, of the 
christian system ; and that is, the Divinity 
of Jesus Christ. Were we in need of infor- 
mation only, were we by nature virtuous, and 
had only to have information of our duty in 
order to be enabled to do it ; were there no 
change to he wrought in us ; were there no 
guilt to be removed from ua; then indeed we 
might do with a religion which would exclude 
the divine characterof a dear Redeemer; then 
indeed it would be enough for us, that he 
should be a mere man iuid prophet, and cor- 
rectly declare those truths which it is our 
duty to believe, and those virtues which we 
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lire called to practise. But God deals with 
ua as with lost sinners, and when we come to 
view ourselves in this character, and in this 
capacity— when we find that we are in danger 
of everlasting destruction, and that nothing 
but a hand of divine and omnipotent love, can 
save lis from this destruction, then we liave 
recourse with joy and gratitude to the glorious 
doctrine, that Jesus Christ our Saviour, is not 
only man, but God ! You know that it is 
written in scripture, that the just shall live by 
faith; that without faith it is impossible to 
please God, and that without faith, no man 
can be recovered from his lost condition. 
Now in whom do the scriptures require us to 
believe, in order that we may witness the 
aalvation of God ? There is nothing more 
abhorrent from the whole scope of scripture, 
nothing more opposed to the harmony and 
nature of truth, than the strange notion 
which some persona entertain, that faith in a 
mere man, or in a. creature of God, a mere 
creature of God, can be the means of his sal- 
vation. No, friends! God admits of no rival. 
He is a jealous God. He allows of no form 
of idolatry ; and although we are called upon. 
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to believe the words of any inspired prophet, 
it is idolatry in the sight of God, that we 
should beheve in any mere prophet, as the 
Saviour in whom we are to trust. " I am the 
Lord ; T am King and God," saith Jehovah, 
" and besides me there ia no Saviour." Now 
if my yoting friends will apply thia principle, 
and illustrate by it certain passages in the 
New Testament, the consequence will be, that 
they will immediately perceive the force of the 
evidence of scripture for the divinity of our 
Lord Jesua Christ. What does he himself 
eay ? " I wn the resurrection and tlie life ; he 
that believeth on me, though he were dead, 
yet shall he live ; and whosoever liveth and 
believeth on me, shall never die." There he 
upholds himself as the object, the appointed 
object of saving faith : and again we may 
compare with this the words of the apostle ; 
" No other name ia given under heaven 
whereby we can be saved, but the name of 
JeauB." So that the very fact of our being 
required to believe in liim, aa the Saviour of 
our souls, when compared with the general 
tenor of scripture, at once establishes the 
doctrine of his divinity; and it is quite im- 
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poasible (as it gives it) consistently with the 
principles of scripture, to believe for the 
purpose of salvation, in any being however 
glorious, however wise, however esalted : nay, 
not in the highest of all archangels, for the 
purpose of salvation, except in God. How- 
ever, I trust that my beloved young friends 
have no disposition to turn away from that 
head and spring of all our hopes. I think I 
can trust them for not entertaining any desire 
to build their house on any other foundation. 
1 believe it is very generally known, and truly 
acknowledged among us, that this is a founda- 
tion that is plain, and which no man can over- 
turn — Christ JesuH, At the same time 1 
consider that it is a very pleasing and a neces- 
sary duty for those who have it in their power, 
to endeavour in some degree to enlighten the 
understandiug of their younger brethren and 
sisters, respecting that flood of evidence, 
which from every quarter is poured forth, in 
wondrous harmony, to elucidate, to establish, 
and for ever to confirm and settle, the doctrine 
of the divinity of Christ. 

But before I enter into a view of this t 
deuce, 1 must just be allowed to ezplwn t| 
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ground on which I am now standing, [n un- 
folding the evidence of the divine authonty of 
the Holy Scriptures, I have appealed esclu- 
sivelyto the reasoning faculty ; but when the 
divine authority of the Holy Scriptures is 
OQce estahliahed, we come into the dawn of 
childlike faith, and there is no sound method 
of argument left u?, hut unfolding those pas- 
sages of scripture which bear on particular 
points. Our only ground of evidence here, 
is, God has said it, and therefore we must 
believe it. Lord Bacon, who was certainly 
one of the most sagacious of our species, a 
man of sound reason, eaj's, and admirably well, 
that revealed theology is the sabbatli ejid 
leaven of man's speculation ; and I wish my 
young friends may take this principle home 
with them, and never fcrget it. There is no 
folly in the world jjreiiCci' or more dangerous, 
than bringing our own speculation to hear on 
the investigation of christian doctrine, instead 
of taking the simple words proved to us by 
the Lord in his Holy Scriptures, in their sim- 
ple meaning. We are in this respect to be as 
new born habea, desiring the sincere milk of 
the word, not to gratify our curiosity, not to 
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purpoge, that we may grow thereby ; und the 
reason, the true reason why men do not 
receive (many of them), the truths declared in 
scripture in their native simplicity and heauty, 
ia this^that they have got into the habit of 
teaching the apostles and prophets, instead of 
being taught by them. We are to sit at the 
feet of the apostles and prophets as children, 
and we are to allow thera to teach us, and 
receive their lessens with all humility. And, 
oh, that my beloved young friends, towards 
whom my heart glows with much affection, 
may all of tkera be firmly built on the founda- 
tion of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ 
himself being the chief corner stone. Then 
they will be in the way of all that is true, of 
all that is happy, of all that is holy. 

Now let an earnest inquirer, who desires to 
be taught by the apostles and prophets, open 
the New Testament, and he will there find 
the delineation of that wondrous character to 
which I adverted on a former evening. He 
will read an account of an individual who per' 
formed divine works; who assumed the divine 
character ; and whose character i 
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respects might truly be called super-lmman ; 
although at the same time he was eacom- 
paased with the natural infirmities of man, 
but without sin ; who was bom and died a 
haman being. Now the question immediately 
arises ; had this wondrous individual any 
existence before his human birth, or was he 
simply and wholly a man, horn as a man, and 
not uniting with his humanity any higher or 
more powerful nature ? Let the Evangelist 
answer this question: let Jesus Christ himself 
in his own gracious words, answer this ques- 
tion. In the first place, you know that John 
the Baptist, was older by half a year Chan our 
blessed Saviour, and yet what does John the 
Baptist say about Christ ? He says, " He that 
Cometh after me, was preferred before me, for 
lie was before me:" therefore, Christ existed 
before John the Baptist. David, you know, 
lived about a thousand years before the chris- 
tian era, and yet David, in spirit, acknowledged 
Christ to be hia Lord. " 'Ilie Lord said unto 
my Lord, sit thou on my right hand, until I 
make thy foes thy footstool :" therefore Christ 
was eiisting in some nature, at the time of 
David, a thousand years before his incarna- 
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tion. Well, we go backwards, and we coma 
to that servant of the Lord, Job, who accord- 
ing to all probability, was of an earlier date 
than Moaea, or jioasibly cotemporary with 
him; we may say about 1.500 years before 
Christ. What does Job aay on the subject ? 
" Oh that my words were written, (you will 
find it in the 19th chapter.) oh that they were 
printed in a book, that they were graven with 
an iron pen, and graven in a rock. 1 know 
that my redeemer liveth, and shall stand in 
the latter day upon the earth ;" so that Christ 
was living 1500 years before Iiia appearance in 
the world. Well, then Abraham; Abraham 
who lived about 1900 years before Christ. 
" Abraham rejoiced to see my day, and he 
saw it, and was glad, (in the 8th Chapter of 
John) ; " Why," said the Jews, " Thou art 
not 50 years old, and hast tiiou seen Abra- 
ham ?" What woa the answer ? " Verily. 
verily, I say unto you, before A braham was, 
I am." Well, but in the beginning, God 
created the heaven and the earth; was Christ 
in existence then ? Yes, for Christ was called 
the word by the Apostle John, in the begin- 
ning of hie gospel, and Ite says, ' ■ In the begin- 
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ning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God ; the same was in the' beginning with 
God ;" I ahall come afterwards, to the other 
part of the passage ; but here is a proof of his 
existence, when heaven and earth were made. 
Did he esjst hefore ? read the words of hia 
Dwn prayer, in the 17th of John, " And now, 
oh my Father, glorify thou me, with the glory 
which I had with thee before the world was." 
There we have that point. Did he then exist 
from all eternity ? Was there ao limit to his 
nature or being ? None wliatsoevev. Turn to 
the 5th chapter of Micah, and there you will 
find, ■' And thou Bethlehem Ephratah, though 
thou be little among the thousands of Judah, 
yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me, 
that is to be the ruler in Israel, whose goings 
forth have been from old, from everlasting." 
And there friends, is an end of the whole mat- 
ter, with regard to his anterior existence. 
But the doctrine of his existing from all eter- 
nity ; is furthermore estahhshed, by a re- 
markable passage in the book of Revelations, 
where in the first place, God the Father, and 
afterwards our Lord Jesus Christ tisea Ian., 
guage like this, " 1 am the beginning and the 






ending. " I am the Alpha and the Omegw^ 
(the first and lat^t letters in the Greek alpl 
bet). This expression is what is colled 
Hebraism ; for the Jews were accustomed 
represent the perfection of anything, by brii 
ing together the first and last letters of thtf' 
alphftbet.aiid they used tosay that the prlcewas 
from Aleph to Tau (the first and last letters of 
the Hebrew alphabet) and such other thi 
If a man was from Aieph to 71™, in any 
ticular thing, he was perfect in such a mf 
And therefore when our Saviour comes 
ward, and says, " I am Alpha and Omega," 
it means to say with respect to duration ; it 
ia obvious that it respects duration ; he says, 
" In me is the perfection of duration :" that 
ia to say, " I am the eternal being, which was, 
and is, and is to come." 

Well, now friends, I think this is a chain 
of evidence, which no man who has the slight- 
est regard for the plain meaning of scripture, 
can by any poisibdity thwart, deny, or con- 
tradict. It is one thing for a man to tell me, 
in the Aice of all the evidence which I have 
already produced, that the scriptures are a 
fwgery. Can I consider such a n 



the most frivolous of his species, and the most 
abaurd, unless his absurdity be overcome by 
the absurdity of that man, who on the oue 
hand, acknowledges that the scriptures are 
genuine, and on the other hand, rejects their 
plain and most perceptive testimony, to the 
divinity of Jesus Christ, or to any other 
doctrine ? Now cornea the great question, 
therefore : in what nature was it that our 
blessed Saviour pre-existed ? Was it in the 
nature of an archangel, of the highest of 
created beings ? — No friends ; we are in pos- 
session of the clearest scriptural evidence, that 
it was in the nature and tlie sense of God 
himself ; for in the first place, we have already 
proved our point, by the very fact of his eter- 
nal pre- existence. There is but one being who 
iafrora everlasting to everlasting, and that being 
is Ood: and in the next place, we find him re- 
presented, in a most remarkable passage, in the 
2nd chapter of Philippians, iis not thinking it 
a robbery to be equal with God. " Who, being 
in the form of God ;" {now the word/orra, there 
is the same, in all probability, with the word 
nature. It is the peculiar manner in which 
the word form was used in that day; who beini>' 
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in the nalure of God.) " thought it not a rob- 
bery to be equal with God, but, condescend- 
ing from tiiRt iiigh estate, made himself of 
no reputation, and took upon liim the form of 
a servant, and was made in the likeness of 
man." But here is another point arising 
before me ; by what do we prove the being 
and omnipotence of God ? Is it not by point- 
ing out the wonderful works of nature ? Is it 
not by proving, in innumerable designs, the 
existence of an ever-present designer ? All 
the work of the creation, is plainly ascribed 
to our Lord Jesus Christ; '■ By him all things 
were made, and without him, was not any- 
thing made that was made." This is most 
definite ; all things made by him ; not one 
thing in all the visible, glorious, boundless 
universe, made without him. And again in 
the 10th verse of the same chapter of John ; 
" He came into the world, and the world was 
made by him." What can be more definite ? 
Then in the first of Hebrews, " God, in these 
last days, liatb spoken unto us by his Son, 
whom he hath appointed the heir of all things, 
by whom also he made the world." And then 
in the first of Culoseians, and the IGth verse. 
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(and I do hope that my friends will record 
these passages on the tablets of their memory), 
speaking of who is the imnge of the im-isible 
God ; the first of all, (of everi/ creature of the 
whole creation, is the meaning), " For by him 
were all things created, whether they he visi- 
ble or invisible, whether they be thrones, or 
dominions, or principalities, or powers, all 
things were created by him, and for him." 
What can be more explicit ? Who can doubt 
fur a single moment, therefore, that he is 
God? 

But further than that, there is the spiritual 
and internal work; there is the work of divine 
illumination, wherewith he can bestow the 
spirit of righteousness upon man ; wherewith 
he can enlighten him with Che lijiiht of moral 
trutii ; who with it, can guide him by a, heaven- 
ly light, on his way to heaven. Could man 
do that ? Could an nngel do that ? Could any 
human creature do it ? No, it is the work of 
God himself, and this work is ascribed to 
Christ ; for Christ is the true Kght, which 
lighteth every man that cometh into the world. 
It is often a matter of surprise to me, that any 
person should have dared, at any time, to 



aacribe to our religion, many doubts respect 
ing the divinity of our Lord Jesus ChiiBt?] 
because that great doctrine which we have 
always so plainly advocated, that Christ is the 
light that lighteth every man that cometh into 
the world, by his spirit, contains in itself ae 
direct, as clear, as powerful a proof of his 
actual deity, as anything which it ie possible 



Now friends, there is a branch of this sab*- J 
ject, into the particulars of which time wiUS 
not allow me to go, but I wish to recommend 
it to the iovesligation of my young friends. 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the patriarchs 
and prophets of old, were better acquainted 
with the Son of Goii, than many of ue are 
aware of. They were acquainted with a mye- 
teriousmesaenirer of tlic Most High, sometimes 
called the rvord, and sometimes the angel of 
God, who appeared to them on a variety of 
occasions, and who constantly in his addressei 
to them assumed the character, and often the 
name of God ; as for example, when he spoke 
to Hagar in the wilderness, and when her 
language in reply was, "Thou God aeest 
t 'when he spoke to Moses in the 
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burning bush, (it burnt but was not consumed), 
what did he say ? I am the God of Abraham, 
of Isaac, and of Jacob :" and again, when he^ 
com-ersed with Abraham, on the plain of 
Mamre ; when he called to Abraham again 
out of heaven, when the knife was proffered 
to hia Son ; " Now I know that thou fearest 
GFod, seeing tkat thou hast not withheld thy 
son, thy only son from me." And again, when 
he appeared to Gideon and Manoah, (the 
father of Sampson), and on many other occa- 
Bions. There can be no doubt that it was our 
blessed Redeemer, who was known by Job 
as the liying one, and of whom Jacob speaks, 
when he eays, " The angel who redeemed me 
from all evil, bless the lads." Oh may the 
angel that can alone redeem us from all evil, 
bless my beloved young friends ; and may 
they be his whole servants, and his faithful 
followers. When all these things occurred, 
there was the visible appearance of a won- 
drous being, who was sent of God the Father, 
and, nevertheless, claimed plainly both the 
attributes and the name of God. And eon we 
for a moment doubt who this was ? There is 
a very remarkable evidence in the Jrd chapter 



of Malachi, '■ The Lord whom ye seek, shall 

suddenly come to his Temple, even the mes- 
senger, {or angel as it is in Hebrew), that I 
delight in ; but who shall ahide t!:e day of 
hia coming, or who shall stand when he ap- 
pears ? For he is as the refiner's fire, and like 
fuller'3 soap." Now you will be so kind as 
to understand, that the word angel, simply 
means messenger: the sent of God, "The, 
angel of the Covenant ;" and he was to ci 
to hie own temple. And then the apostle st 
on the subject of his incarnation, " In the fill- • 
neaa of time God sent forth hia Son, mEide of 
a woman ; made under the law, that he might 
redeem those under the law." This agrees 
with what we read in the 1st chapter of John, 
and the 14th verse, " The word was made 
flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld his 
glory, as the glory of the only begotten of the 
Father ; full of grace and truth." Now there 
is nothing more cardinal in Christianity ; 
nothing of higher import to its practical effi- 
cacy, than a full acknowledgment of tJio^ 
doctrine of the incarnation. It w 
point by which the apostles were 
to try the Epints; •' Every spirit tb&t i 



feMcs that JeauB Cbrist is come in tbc flceh, is 
of God," says the apostle. Of course this 
expression would he totally inajiplicable to a 
man, bom into the world after the usual way, 
but it applies to a being who prc-exiated in a 
higher nature, and took the nature of man 
upon liim, and that ia its only possible mean- 
ing, I apprehend. And when we turn to the 
2nd of Hebrews, we there find, that " He took 
not on him the nature of angels, but he took 
on him the seed of Abraham." Now this is 
indeed a deep display, far beyond tlie scope of 
human intelligence. No man living, can pos- 
sibly Buy how it was ; it is one of those secrets 
of a divine and infinite being, which must be 
for ever hidden from ua, during our present 
state of existence. But what of that my dear 
friends ? Is there any one of you that can tell 
me, how the body and the soul are connected 
together ? In what way their union is effected ? 
You know the fact ; you cannot deny the fact, 
but the how is beyond the scope of your inves- 
tigation. And BO the doctrine is clear, of the 
unionof the divineand human natures in Christ, 
You cannot deny the doctrine ; it gleams 
forth in the brightest characters in every page 
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of scripture ; but the how, the mode of that 
doctrine, is not a subject for human specula- 
tion. The doctrine is to be received with the 
simplicity of children, for its practical pur- 
pose; and let me tell you, my dear friends, 
that on this cardinal doctrine ; on this won- 
derful and mysterious union, wholly incompre- 
hensible in its' mode, hut wholly intelligible 
in its operations, hanga the whole mighty 
system of our salvation. And may we all re- 
joice in the remembrance, that Christ was 
man to suffer and to sympathize, and God 
to Bave. 

Now the doctrine, that Christ was really 
man, and took upon him the body and soul of 
a man, when he was bom a child into the 
world, is abundantly evidenced throughout the 
New Testament, and the Old Testament. 
" Unto us a child is born;" and hia origin was 
from the Israelites, and from the tribe of 
Judah, and from the family of David, and his 
birth, of hia virgin mother, I have already 
alluded to on a former occasion. Follow liim 
to tlie well of Sychar, weary with his journey 
in. that hot and dreary region, and mark the 
traces of the weakneas of the man. Follow 
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him to the garden of Gethsemane, and mark 
the deep agitation of a human soul: " My 
soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death." 
Follow him to Mount Calvary, and mark the 
quivering lips of the dying man, when the 
words had just escaped them, " It is finished," 
and he howed his head, and gave up the ghost. 
But although, my beloved friends, hia hu- 
manity was so clearly marked, it was hut a 
veil, through which the head of his divinity, 
continued to shine on every side with lustrous 
brightness ; for when he was standing upon 
earth, he performed the works of God ; when 
the poor leper came and bowed down at his 
feet, and said, " If ttiou wilt thou canst make 
me clean ;" when he pronounced his own 
Almighty fiat, and said, "I will; be thou 
clean," he spoke, he acted, in the character of 
God. Wlien he stood at the grave of Lazarus 
and commanded the dead to rise, in his own 
authority, he spoke and he acted, in the same 
character. When in the midst of the boiste- 
rous ocean, he arose and rebuked the wild and 
strong elements of nature ; when on a single 
word of iiis, all was stillness and all was calm, 
he spoke and he acted in the character of God. 
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And when he raised himself from the dc^, he, 
ncted in the same character; for it is well 
worthy of ohaervation, that the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ, is ascribed by the New Testa- 
ment, both to the Father and to the Son. The 
Father raised up the Son, and yet it is ascribed 
to the Son, who is one with him in the divine 
nature. " Destroy this temple, and after three 
days I »iU raise it up again ;" and he spake 
of the temple of hia body. Therefore, he per- 
formed the works of God. Well but, some 
of ray young friends say, did not the apostles 
also perform the works of God ? Did not they 
work miracles ? Yes truly ; the prophets of 
old, and the apostles, were enabled to work 
miracles ; that was to g^ve the sign of their 
introduction. When Moses lifted up his 
arm over, the Red Sea, the Lord caused the 
waters to flow back. When Joshua uttered 
his memorable words ; it was the Lord who 
listened to his prayer, and stayed the bodies 
of heaven in their course. When Peter and 
John, at the beautiful gate of the temple, were 
made the means of restoring the poor cripple, 
they spoke not, they acted not in their own 
names, but thev snid, '' In the name of Jesvi 
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Christ of Nasareth, rise up and walk ;" and 
afterwards Peter declared that by Hia name, 
even by Him, he was restored to that perfect 
soundness in the presence of them all ; so that 
the apostles went and preached, and the Lord 
Jesus worked with them, confirming their 
word by signs following. And if you will 
ohserve the difference between the miracles of 
our Lord and of his apostles, you will see in 
both of tliem holy proofs of his divinity. Now, 
as one particular instance; when the apostle 
Peter stood beside the bedside of Eneas, what 
did he say; "Eneas, Jesus Christ malseth 
thee whole." Well friends, lie performed the 
works of God through Christ; through Christ, 
who assumed the character of Grod when he 
said, " Before Abraham was, (he did not say 
I was), he said, " Before Abraham was, / am. 
Here he spoke in tlie character of God. Oh ! 
may all the world acknowledge thy word, tliat 
before all worlds, and from everlasting to ever- 
lasting, thou Bit God ! He spoke in the 
character of God, when he said, " I am the 
resurrection and the life," He spoke in the 
character of God, when he said, " I and my 
Father arc one : he that hutli 6cca me, (again 



aid), hath seen the Father; how sayest 
thou then, ahew ua the Father." Thus he 
plainly aspired on these occasions, and on 
many others, to the divine character ; and 
when, after his reeurrection, he hreathed on 
his apostles, and said, " Receive ye the Holy 
Ghost," he spoke as one who could bestow the 
Holy Ghost ; he spoke as God, and not alone 
that, but he received divine homage ; he was 
the object of worship. When Comehus in 
his mistaken zeal, bowed down at the feet of 
Peter, with an act that might be called wor- 
ship, Peter said, " Stand up fur I also am a 
roan." When John, dazzled by the splendour 
of the angel who talked to him, bowed down 
to worship ot the angel's feet, again went forth 
the language, " See thou do it not, I am thy 
fellow servant; worship God." But when 
the apostles were all bowed in worship before 
their Saviour, they met with no rebuke ; 
when tlie wise men of the East, came and 
worshipped him, it was not accounted to them 
for a sin. When the poor man who had been 
born blind, first professed his faith in Jesus as 
the Son of God, and then shewed Ids faith 
by falling down und worshipping him, he met 
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with no rebuke. When the poor leper, eensi- 
Lie of his own bodily corruption, fell down 
and worshipped him, he met with no punish- 
ment for the act; he metwith the blessed reward 
of hia faith, and was dehvered from his aick- 
uese. So you see, that even during the stay 
of our Lord upon earth, we have the clearest 
evidence of his divine character. By his death 
on the cross, lie burst the bonds of death and 
sin. He appears again to his disciples ; he 
ascends into heaven, and sits down on the 
right hand of the Majesty on High. 

And here in describing his glorious reign, 
the sacred writers represent him as possessing 
divine power, and supreme authority over all 
beings All power ia given to Him in heaven 
and in earth ; far above all principalities, and 
powers, and might, and dominion ; and every 
name that is named, not only in this world, 
but also iu that which is to come ; that at the 
name of Jesus every knee shall how, of things 
in heaven, and things in earth. Now here is 
an authority by which he rules over the uni- 
verse, and which it is imjiossihie he should 
possess, unless he were God. llien he is 
described as the author of grace ; grace, the 
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OiOBt pieciouB of nil God's gifts ; grace, by 
which our sinful aouls are renoTftted and saved. 
The grace of our Lord Jesua Christ be with 
our spirits ! Then he is described as the 
object of prayer ; Stephen addressed his 
prayers to the glorified Redeemer, when on 
the point of death he said, " Lay not this sin 
to their charge;" and again, " Lord Jesus 
receive my spirit." But we arc taught, friends, 
that the hour is coming, when Clirist will 
appear again for the judgment of the quick 
and dead ; when the Son of Man shall come in 
liis gloTT, and all the holy angels with him ; 
and while the scriptures plainly declare, that 
even in his reign in the day of judgment, he is 
Son of Man, still a friend to sympathize, a 
brother to aympatbize, they also hear, in 
reference to nil this subjoct, the clearest testi- 
mony to hb divine attributes. Now can you 
conceive friends, is it possible for any man to 
imagine a stronger proof of the omnipotence 
of God than will he displayed by the resur- 
rection of the dead, by the changing tliose 
innumerable spiritual bodies, like unto the 
body of our Lord himself; which shall be at 
the collection of iha spirits of the just, made 
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perfuct to all eternity? Yet this act ia ascribed 
to Jesus Christ. " I am the bread of life, and I 
■will raise tliem up at tlio last day ;" and again 
in the 3rdchapter of Phiiippians, " Our conver- 
sation is in heaven, from whence also we look 
for the SaTiour,our Lord Jesus Christ, who shall 
change our vile bodies, and give unto usabody, 
like unto his own glorious body, according to 
the power wherewith he subdues all things unto 
himself." What can be more explicit? 

Then all judgment is committed to him. 
" We shall all stand before the judgment seat 
of Christ ; " and how is it possible that any 
being whose intelligence is less than divine, 
can penetrate all the thoughts, all the actions, 
all the words of all mankind ? No ; it is in 
the character of God that Jesus Christ speaks, 
when he says, in the 2nd chapter of the book 
of Revelation, "I am he which searcheth the 
reins and hearts ; and I will give unto every 
one of you according to your works." And 
last of all, to him is ascribed the creation of 
all things visible. He is also represented as 
folding them up as a vesture, and bringing all 
things visible to their CDd. Well, then, you 
find, in the 1st chapter of the Epistle to the 
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Hebrews, " Thou Lord in the bediming hast 
laid the foundation iif the earth, and the 
heavens are the work of thy hands ; they shall 
perish, but thou endurest, and they all shall 
was old as a garment, and as a vesture shall 
thou fold them up, and they shall be changed, 
but thou art the same, and thy years shall not 
fml." Now, friends, it is wonderful, (if any 
man will take the trouble of reflecting on this 
wondrous line of evidence, which I have now 
endeavoured to unfold), if a man can trace it 
from its beginning to its end, and observe the 
agreement of one part with another. I say it 
is a line, a chain, a series and order of evi- 
dence, which has no parallel ! 

But tiierc ia one point, which I have at 
present withheld from your view ; that, while 
we have tbis wondrous chain of evidence 
respecting the divine attributes of Christ, in 
every stage of hia revealed history, we also 
find that he was called by the name of God, 
and that it was directly declared that he was 
God ; and this crowns my whole argument. 
But what is the most singularly satisfactory, 
and worthy of our close remark, ia, that the 
; of God, or the name of JchovEdi, 



lovah. ia J 



199 

applied in scripture to our Lord Jesus Christ, 
in reference to all the euccessive stages of 
his history. In the first place, we read in the 
1st chapter of John, "In the beginning was 
the word, and the word was with God, and 
the word was God." There the name is 
most plainly ascribed to Christ in his pre-esis- 
tence ; to which many pasaagea might be 
added from the history of the angel of the 
covenant. Then take his birth — "A virgin 
shall coaceiye and bear a son, and shall call 
his name Immanuel, which being interpreted, 
is, God with us." " Unto us a child is born, 
unto us a son 19 given ; and his name shall be 
called Wonderful, Counsellor, the mighty God," 
(9th chapter of Isaiah). Then take his mystery, 
his tarriance on earth ; what says John the 
Baptist of our Saviour ? "I am the voice of 
one crying in the wilderness, (John came to 
prepare for the ministry of Christ), prepare ye 
the way of the LOHD," (that is the LORD 
in large letters, which always stands for 
Jehovah) ; " I am the voice of one crying 
in the wildcrnesa, prepare ye the way of 
JEHOVAH." Well, he was made manifest 
by hia incarnation, and by hie outward miniB- 
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try to the people. And what says the apostle 
in the 3rd chapter of Timothy ? a paaaage on 
which I wiHli to observe, that the genuineness 
of it, though once disputed, is now brought 
out, by subsequent critical inquiry, with resiat- 
leaa force and illumination : " Great is the 
mystery of godliness, God was manifest in 
the flesh, justified by the Spirit, (proved to be 
diTinc. that is, by his miraculous works), seen 
of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed 
on in the world, received up into glory." It 
ia dear, when we come even to the mysterious 
moment of his death, and we know that he 
could die only as man, but his divine character 
is asserted even in reference Co this point, in 
the book of Zechariali. " And they shall look 
upon me whom they have pierced, (saith 
Jehovali), and they shall mourn for him as a 
man moumeth for his only son, and they shall 
be in bitterness for him, as a man who is in 
bitterness for his first-bom." Then his resur- 
rection after his death. You remember the 
unbelieving Thomas : when our Lord shewed 
him his wounded side and hands, I'homas no 
longer dared to doubt, but he answered and 
»Md unto him, " My Lord and my God." 
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Now was this profession of faith acceptable to 
Jesus ? Yes. " Thomas, because thou hast 
aeen me, thou hast believed ; blessed are they 
which have not seen, and yet have beheved." 

Well, then we take his glorious reign ; and 
there we have abundant passages; for ex- 
ample, " A king shall reign in righteousness." 
In the 23rd chapter of Jeremiah, — " I will 
raise unto David a righteous branch, and a 
king shall reign and prosper, and execute 
judgment and justice on the earth. And this 
is the name whereby he shall be called, the 
Lord (that is, Jehovah) our righteousness." 
With this passage we compare another, and it 
is one among a selection, with which I may 
very well close my chain of evidence. In the 
9th chapter of the epistle to the Romans, 
where the apostle mouma over his Jewish 
countrymen, and where he describes their 
many privileges; " Whose was the glory, and 
the adoption, and the covenants, and the 
giving of the law, and the service of God, 
and the promises ; whose are tlie fathers, and 
of whom, as concerning the fleah, Christ came, 
who ia over all, God blessed for ever." Now 
I wish just to observe, that to the best of mj' 
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knowledge and belief, after a long, and I may 
aay atudiouB examination of the subject, ac- 
cording to my opportiinitiea and ability, I can 
say in truth, to the best of my knowledge and 
belief, that not one of the passages which I 
have this night quoted, is fairly capable on 
H any critical grounds, of a different interpreta- 

■ tion than I have now given to it. And I 

' would just observe a very satisfactory circum- 

stance, that the ancient fathers of the church, 
many of whom WTote in Greek, that ia, they 
wrote in the very language in which these 
passages are given, many of them always used 
them in the same way, and gave them that 
interpretation which I have now done. They 
gave the original Greek, applying it just as I 
would translate it, and it is, in fact, capable of 
no other translation, and no other meaning ; 
therefore do not for a moment he misled by 
any person who dares to say that such and 
such a passage, describing the divinity of 
Christ, is capable of a different interpretation ; 
for, in point of fact, the more the subject ia 
investigated, the more all the niceties of the 
language are known, the more we go into 
critical particulars of such pasaages, the more 
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IB the only plain and orthodox interpretatioB 
estahliahed, beyond all possible contradiction. 
And therefore, you aee the point to vhich we 
are brought ; you prove the divine authority 
of the Holy Scriptures, yon plainly prove that 
the doctrine of scriptiire, is the divinity c 
Christ, and therefore you are compelled, no 
only by the obligation of the christian believei 
but you are compelled by the principles c 
reason, of inductive philosophy, of common 
sense, to accept with the utmost readiness, to 
embrace with the greatest creduhty, the glo- 
rious doctrine of the divinity of Christ : and 
may there not be a single indindual in this 
interesting assembly, who shall ever turn his 
back on this greatest and moat sublime truth, 
the very centre and spring of man's salvation. 
Now before we separate, I wish to advert 
to another doctrine, moat intimately connected 
with that of the divinity of Christ, and of 
equal importance in a practical point of view, 
freely acknowledged by al! who are called 
orthodox christians, more and more confirmed, 
valued, and cherished, by all who love the 
truth, and know their own sicfulneaa ; I mean 
this doctrine, that Jesus Christ, being clothed 
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with humanity, died on the croaa to be a pr6- 
liitiatioti, or a Bacrifice, for tiie sins of the 
whole world ; the just for the unjust, that he 
might bring us to God ; that be bore the 
penalty which was due to uh, and that by hie 
stripes we are healed. And the forgiveness 
of sin is attained by poor, sinful man, when 
he comes with a penitent heart, and believes 
in the Lord Jesus Christ who died for hia ains. 
This doctrine ia plainly declared by our Sa- 
viour himself, again and again ; " As Moses 
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so 
shall the Son of Man he lifted up, that whoso- 
ever believeth on him, might not perbh, but 
have eternal life." Again he said, " The son 
of man came not to lie ministered onto, but to 
minister, and to give his life a ransom for 
many. Now look at tlie dignity of Christ. 
This is no new doctrine ; when he came upon 
earth, it had heen, to a certain extent, wit- 
nessed before ; the Jews had always been 
accustomed to the shadow of it, and doubtless 
some of the more enlightened of them, had a 
sort of notion of the substance of it, though it 
might be a slight notion. But, when Abel 
offered a better sacrifice than Cain, when t 



145 

other prayed, when animal food was not per- 
mitted to man. and when there was no 
apparent meaning in slaying an innocent 
lamb ; when he slew a lamb, and that was 
called a belter sacrifice of faith ; — I say, there 
was an expressive figure of that blessed truth, 
of which that shadow was fulfilled. When 
Abraham, instead of taking the lamb, was 
about to sacrifice hia only begotten son, and 
when at last he plunged his knife into the 
ram caught in the thicket, what was it ? It 
waa a type, a figure of the sacrifice of Christ. 
When, morning and evening, (at nine in the 
morning and three in the afternoon), day after 
day, month after month, year after year, cen- 
tury after century, the lamb of the burnt 
offering, the spotless male lamb of a year old, 
was slain in the temple, always spotless, 
always pure, what waa it ? Was there any 
real efficacy ia the blood of those animals, or 
were they a shadow of good things to come ? 
Were they not expressive representatives of 
that one sacrifice which God hath prepared 
for all them that are sanctified 1 When on 
the great day of atonement, (16th chapter of 
Leviticus), the tenth day of the seventh month. 
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now called September, (the 9th month as we 
should call it), when on the tenth of that 
montii, on the great day of atonement, the 
High Priest went into the Holy of Holies, 
with the lilood of the hull and the goat, (the 
bullock sacrificed for his sin, and the goat for 
the sins of the people), and sprinkled the 
mercy -seat with their blood; when he con- 
fessed the sins of the people, over the head of 
the scape-goat, and the other goat fincia its 
way into an unknown land, and takes away (in 
a figurative sense), the sins of the people with 
bi m ; — when the High Priest before this cere- 
mony, divested himself of his gorgeous robes 
and clothed himself in humble linen garments, 
and the victim was burnt without the camp ; 
and when the whole ceremony ivas over, the 
High Priest again invested himself in the 
gorgeous robes he wore before : — do not you 
understand it ? Are there any of my dear 
young friends, who do not know enough of 
the ever blessed truth, to read these types ? 
who cannot see a most expressive representa- 
tion of the whole mighty scheme ? The High 
Priest unclothed himself of his glorious gar- 
^enta ; Chiiat comes down from hie glorr in 
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heaven. The High Priest clothes hiroBelf in 
humble, lowly, Hnen gsrmenta, holyaud jiurc; 
Christ took upon him the lowly nature of 
man. The High Priest sacrifices a bullock 
and a goat, for his own sins ftnd the sins of 
the people ; Christ offered up himself his own 
precious blood, and sprinkles that upon the 
mercy-seat. The victim is burnt without the 
camp ; Christ was crucified without the walls 
of Jerusalem, The scape-goat carries away 
the sins cf the people, to an unknown land 
and uninhabited ; and what said John the 
Baptist of Christ f " Behold the Lamb of God, 
who taketh away the sins of the worid," And 
friends, if you will come with a penitent and 
obedient heart, and truly believe on the cruci- 
fied Immanuel, he will bear away all your 
sins, though they may be red like scarlet, aa 
it were, into an unknown land and unin- 
habited ; blessed be his name ! And there la 
your only means of reconciliation ; there is no 
other way to the Father — to happiness — to 
peace. 0!i may you all come home to Christ; 
may you commit the burthen of your sins on 
him, and may you be individually invested in 
that white robe, which was made so .white as 
E 2 



no faller on earth could whiten it, because it 

was washed and made white in the blood of 
the Lamb. 

Well then, we coma to the words of pro- 
phecy : oh how wonderful they are, friends ! 
I was apeaking of the prophecy of the 53rd 
chapter of Isaiah, of a prophecy of the truth 
of our religion. " All we like aheep have g«ne 
astray, and the Lord hath laid on him the 
iniquity of us aU. He was led as a lamb to 
the slaughter. By hia knowledge, shall my 
righteous servant justi^ many." Never was 
lao^^e more precise, more definite ; never 
waB language less capable of a double inter- 
pretation. All is here unfolded to ua ; the 
great doctrine that Christ bore the iniquities 
of us all upon him, and that we reap the re- 
ward; they are here unfolded, and may it ever 
be precious to all our souls. 

Well, then we come to the fulfilment. 
When we open the pages of the New Testa- 
ment, does it not break upon us, a light 
unparalleled by the invention of man ? Does it 
not abound in every page of the apostles' 
writings ? When Paul once knew that Christ 
was his Saviour, he could not, ae it were. 
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keep himself from the perpetual mention of 
the suhject. " I determined not to know any 
thing, save Jeaua Christ, and him crucified." 
" All have sinned," Bays he in the Sid chapter 
of his Epistle to the Romans, " and come 
short of the glory of God." " Being justified 
freely hy his grace, through tlie redemption 
that is in Christ Jesus, whom God hath set 
forth to be a propitiation through faith in his 
blood, for the forgiveness of sins that are past, 
through the forbearance of God." And Peter 
in his 1st chapter, says, " Ye were not re- 
deemed with corruptible things, as silver and 
gold, hut hy the precious blood of Christ, as 
of a lamb without blemish, and without spot." 
Then in the Acts, John says, " He is a pro- 
pitiation for our sins, (the word propitiation is 
the same word in the Greek, and answers to 
that word in the Hebrew, which in the Old 
Testament, was always translated atonement ; 
and propitiation and atonement, are perfectly 
Bynonymous) ; therefore, " He is an atone- 
meat for our sins ;" a sacrificial offering, is 
the meaning of it ; "A propitiation for our 
fiina, and not for ours only, but for the sins of 
tiie whole world ;" and mark those words, 
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" For the eins of the whole world ;" for it is 
the gmnd doctrioe of Christianity, that Christ 
died for the sins of all mankind. Then turn 
to the Hebrews, and there you find that 
beautiful comparison between the shadow of 
the Law, and the substance of the gospel, 
which confirms and elucidates tlie whole sub- 
ject in a most glorious manner. " If the blood 
of bulls and goats, and the ashes of an heifer 
sprinkling the unclean, sanctitietb to the puri- 
fying of the flesh, how much more shall the 
blood of Christ, who through the eternal spirit, 
offered himself without spot to God ; purge 
your conscience from dead works, to serve the 
living God?" and finally, friends, though 1 
might go from passage to passage, from writer 
to writer, and from book to book, till time 
would fail lae ; finally, remember that glorious 
of the apostle John, when he saw the 
innumerable company of the redeemed, around 
the throne, gathered out of every kindred, and 
tongue, and people. And wherewith were 
they clothed ? Tliey were clothed in white 
robes. And who were they f " They are they," 
said the angel, " who have passed through 
much tribulation, and washed their robea, and 
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made them white in the blood of the Lamb." 
Well, friends, if you desire, as unquestion- 
ably you do, to join that hannouious, glorious 
company, see that there he in you, the sim- 
plicity and strength of the christian faith; go, 
wash your rohes in the blood of the Lamb. 
Now I cannot allow myself to conclude, 
without shortly pointing out the insepaJa- 
ble connection between these two doctrines. 
When a man once denies the divinity of Jesus 
Christ, he soon hegins to deny the doctrine of 
the atonement. No man can entertM.n an^ 
proper view of the doctrine of atonement, 
unless he also admits the divinity of Christ. 
Merc man cannot atone for his brother. An 
angel, an archangel, the highest of mortal 
created intelligences, cannot bear the burden^y tsjc 
of universal sin. No, it is a burden which 
omnipotence alone can bear, and therefore 
here is a refuge, and here is a strength, and 
a joy, that he who was, and is, God for ever, 
was made man, that he might die on the cross 
to save us, and through a loving faith in his 
blood, we may live to all eternity. And by 
what possible means, my dear friends, could 
God so clearly display his abhorrence of sin ; 
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as by appointing; hia own Son to be the only 
sacrifice for sin ? On the other hand, by what 
possible meana could God display his mercy 
to the sinner, with so much brilliancy and 
strength, as by sending his own Son into the 
world, to die for sinners ? So that in this 
glorious dispensation, the holiness and love of 
God, are met together ; righteousness and 
peace have kissed each other ; and the divine 
attributes without being confused, are blended 
in matchless beauty, and matchless splendotirj 
and I am bold to say that there is nothing 
which has ever been presented to the atten- 
tion of man, which throws so glorious a light 
on the holiness and on the love of God, as the 
joint and inseparable doctrines, of the divinity 
and atonement of Jesus Christ. And there- 
fore, friends, let ns rejoice in this foundation; 
let us be strong and immovable in the faith 
once delivered to the saints ; let us never 
veer to the right hand or to the left ; let us 
imbibe these things with true simplicity ; but 
oh I friends, let us remember that these things 
are to bear on our aifections, they are to take 
hold of our love, they arc to bring our love 
into action, they are to lead us by the coi 
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of love, into the path of obedience, and into 
the way of holiness ; and thus w'e become 
new creatures in Christ Jesus ; and how 
friends ? Not by our own power ; not by our 
own dwising ; not by our own imagination ; 
not by the mere exercise of the understand- 
ing ; hut by the agency oa the soul of man, 
of God's Holy Spirit. Now I have occupied 
the attention of my dear young friends long 
enough. Oh, that what has now been said, may 
fall deeply into many a memory, many a mind, 
and many a heart ! But it ia my intention, 
if the Lord permit, to occupy another cvouing, 
in the course of next weeli, in order to unfold 
the doctrine of the Holy Spirit, and especially 
to shew to my young friends, how remarkably 
scriptural were the views which the early 
friends were enlightened to take on this 
doctrine. I conceive that many of them would 
like to have a little information and I propose, 
therefore, if life and heilt! permit to go into 
the scriptural view of the life and do<^trine of 
the spirit, when we nest meet together ; and 
oh, that we may all be the spintually minded 
followers, of the crucified, and risen, and 
glorified Immanuul. 




INFLUENCE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, 



Peculiarities of Che Socieli/ of Frit 



Although it is my particular wish to avoid 
confusing meetings of this description that are 
now gathered, with meetings for worship in 
the highest sense of the term, I am thankful 
for the remarks that we have had this evening, 
and I wish just to say in the first instance, 
that I am fully convinced, that nothing can 
qualify us for any religious sen'ice, hut the 
Lord's Holy Spirit. There are, it is very true, 
a diversity of gifts, and the same person may 
be called upon at different times, to exercise 
different gifts ; and the apostle Paul diatin- 



155 

guishea between the gifts of preacliing and 
teaching ; hut I heg leave explicitly to state, 
that aa an individual, I dare not engage in 
what I apprehend to he the exercise of either 
of these gifts, otherwise than in simple de- 
pendance on the Lord's anointing, and I wish 
my deal friends to understand, that I would 
on no account appoint any one meeting of this 
description, did I not find it laid upon me as 
a duty ariBing at that specific time, and under 
a direct pointing to that specific object. 1 
thought these words of explanation were due 
to my dear friends, that there might be no 
misunderstanding, on what I apprehend to be 
a simple subject ; hut 1 consider it a privi- 
lege to have the opportunity afforded me, 
under what I trust is some measure of the 
best means, of communicating information 
to my beloved young friends, on the most 
important of all subjects. 

So long a time has now elapsed since we 
last met in this way, tJiat my friends will, I 
trust, allow me just to refer shortly to the 
other evenings which wc passed together. 
On the first evening, I was led to unfold the 
historical evidence of the genuineness of scrip- 
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ture, and the truth of the miracles, and tiie 
evidence afforded by the miracles thems elves, of 
the divine origin of our holy religion. On the 
next occaaion we considered together the 
subject of prophecy and its fulfilment, und the 
internal evidence of the christian rehgion ; and 
I trust it was made fully apparent to those who 
were present on those occasions, that it is 
scarcely possible to conceive any moral evidence 
more strong, more diversified, or more harmo- 
nious, than tlmt which proves the truth of the 
christian religion. On the third evening which 
we passed together, 1 endeavoured to give some 
informatiou to my dear young friends, respect- 
ing the evidence contained in the scriptures 
themselves, of this cardinal and most im- 
portant doctrine, — the internal divinity, and 
atoning sacrifice of our Lord .lesus Christ, 
because I am well aware, that the great object 
of scripture, was to testify of Christ ; and I 
do delight in endeavouring to lay before my 
young friends, the vast, harmonious, and 
most explicit chain of evidence, which proves 
the truth of these doctrines, as doctrines of 
scripture. I did at tliat time maltc an appli- 
cation; not only to the understanding, htit 
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raori; especially to the memories i>f my young 
friends, and I trust the labour has not been 
lost in thia respect ; I trust the substance 
of thia evidence has been remembered, and 
through the memory it may find its way 
to the heart, where aloae true faith has ita 
residence; saving faith. And now my present 
object is, to endeavour to unfold another most 
important and cardinal doctrine of religion, 
and to shew the evidence on which it rests : 
I mean the doctrine of the Holy Spirit; and if 
■we should be favoured to get clearly through 
tliia subject, my young friends will then be 
left, I trust, with a clear general view upon 
their minda, of all that is essential, of all that 
is important, or peculiarly importaBt, of those 
things which are written in the Holy Scriptures 
for our learning, and which immediately affect 
the greatest of aU points — the salvation of 

Now in treating on this part of the subject, 
I shall have to advert in the course of the 
evening, to the sentiments and principles of 
the religious Society of Frieads, and to many 
of those views which at present distinguish 
them from other christian bodies. In doiae 



158 

thie, my object is not to enter into contro- 
versy, for J believe controversy will never do 
us good; my object is to elucidate tbe subject 
to the minds of my younger bretbren and 
sisters, and to endeavour to shew them that 
our views are not in tlieir nature sectarian, 
but that they are simple views of the religion 
of Jesus, OS it ia plainly contained in the New 
Testament. ITie more we know of religion, 
the legs we shall value names, sects, and par- 
ties ; but I trust the move my young friends 
examine the contents of tbe New Testament 
with care and impartiality, the more they will 
be confirmed in the root and ground of the 
christian testimonies, and the more forcibly 
they will feel impelled, with a greater degree 
of magnanimity to take up their cross in all 
these matters, and follow the Lord ^Jesua 
Christ. 

When our blessed Saviour was about to 
leave his disciples and to ascend to bis native 
glory, be gave them a commission to baptize 
all nations into tbe name of tbe Father, and 
of the Son, and of tbe Holy Ghost. I Bball 
aftcrwarda, I believe, find occasion to shew 
WW KOoardinff to my view i f the subject 
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baptism which was here communicated to the 
disciples, was oue of a purely spiritual nature. 
It was, as I believe, the baptism of the Word 
preaclied, and by the living and powerful 
ministry, they were to baptize _their hearers, 
not in the name, but as it originally has it, 
into the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost. But the point to 
which I wish to solicit the attention of my 
young friends, on the present occasion, ia 
this, that they are not only to be baptized 
into the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
but also into the name of the Holy Ghost. 
The Holy Ghost, as well as the Father and 
Son, is an object of the christian faith, and the 
christian allegiance. Now it is very evident that 
in this pEiBsage, the Father is described as the 
divine being, the Son is described in the same 
character, and the Holy Ohost is also described 
in the same character. We cannot suppose 
for a mument, that the Father and the Son 
should here be mentioned In what we may 
call their personal character; and that the 
Holy Ghost should here be mentioned only 
as an influence, — as a thing, however valuable, 
or however heavenly. No friends, 
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terpretation of this passage, according to the 
law of sound criticiem and plain sense, involves 
the doctrine that the Holy Ghost is God ; and 
this ia one of those fundamental doctrines, 
which, I am happy to assert, was always 
mMntained with clearness and integrity by 
our forefathers in the truth. 

There are many other passages of scripture, 
which confirm this important doctrine. Do 
we not read, that when Paul and Barnabas 
were sent forth In the work of the ministry, 
the Holy Ghost said unto the persons who 
were then assembled, " Separate me Paul and 
Barnabas, for the work whereunto I have called 
them f" Do we not read in the epistles of 
Paul, in the 12th chapter of the 1st epistle to 
the Corinthians, that " The Holy Ghost di- 
videth hia gifts to every man severally as he 
. willeth ?" And when we examine the 14th, 
loth and 16th chapters of John's gospel, we 
shall find the Holy Ghost promised to the 
disciples in the name of the Comforter ; and 
it is expressly asserted, that he should not 
speak of himself, hut that as he should hear, 
BO lihoutd he speak ; thnt he should take of the 
thin^ of Christ and ah«w them to tlie believer; 
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and that he ehould gaide na into all trath. 
Agaia, the Lord Jesus said to the woman of 
Samaria, " God is a spirit," &nd hence it 
plainly follows hy the converse of the pro- 
position, that the Spirit is God. Without 
pursuing a lengthened line of argument upon 
this point, I wish to impress it on the minds 
of all my young friends, as of essential impor- 
tance ; and I trust that every individual 
present, will indeed be baptized into the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost, one God, blessed for ever. 

Now friends, arc there any of you, who, 
because this doctrine is beyond the reach of 
human reason, arc therefore ready to conclude 
that the doctrine cannot he received ? This 
would he vain reasoning indeed ; it is a doc- 
trine not contrary to reason, but beyond it. 
There is one point of view in which God is 
one ; there is another point of view in which 
he ia three — Father, Son, and Spirit ; and how 
these things are, what ia the mode of this doc- 
trine, which is not revealed to us, is beyond 
the utmost reach of out faculties ; for God ie 
an infinite and incomprehensible being, and 
the secret things belong unto the Lord, ) 
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the things which are reyealed, belong unto ua 
and to our children to do them ; and what 
we want to know, ia but the way in which 
these liigh and hoiy doctrines, affect tlie great , 
object of the soul's salvation; and while Chey aj 
utterly beyond the scope of human iiiiiloscjihyJ 
in their practical application they are clear fa 
the simple-hearted believer. They fl 
difllly received, they have been cordiall 
received, by men of the most stupendous ou 
tellect ; for instance, by such a man 
Bacon ; and they are cordially received hf]^ 
the cottager, who only returns from his day's 
labour to read his chapter in the bible in the 
evening ; and even by the child at school. 
The mode of these things is as much beyond 
the intellectual power of a Bacon or a Newton, 
as it is beyond the intellectual power of a. 
litde child ; but the practical application of 
them for the good purpose of the soul's salva- 
tion, is equally clear to both. In fact, these 
things are apprehended by simple faith, and 
having already proved that the Holy Scrip- 
tures are given by inspiration of God, and 
contain pure truth witltout any mixture, true 
philosophy and the soundest reason, most 
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of scripture in simple faith ; and oli, that the 
fidth of my beloved young friends, may be 
for ever confirmed, eettled, and established in 
God the Father, God the Son, and God the 
Holy Ghost, blessed for ever. 

Now I think I have already had the oppor- 
tunity of pointing out tliose passages, which 
prove that Jesus Christ died for the eius of 
all men. The Father would have all men to 
be saved, and come to the knowledge of his 
truth ; the Son, in his human nature, died for 
all men ; and I believe that there is plain and 
sufficient evidence in scripture,' that the Holy 
Sjiiiit eulightens and visits all men; and here 
the whole truth is preserved in what we may 
call even balance, and one part corresponds 
with another, and there is a beautiful harmony 
throughout, and the whole proclaims the glori- 
ous universaUty and perfect impartiality of the 
love of Jesus. Although at the same time we 
are perfectly aware that God is an omnipotent 
sovereign, and disposes of us as he pleases, 
and we are not to inquire into his matters, or 
to sit in judgment on the works of his provi- 
dence ; and though we sou but a very few lii 
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of an endlesB, boundless chain, of which v 
totally incapable of forming any conception ; 
neverthelesB I do hold, that this doctrine of 
the universal operation of the apirit of the 
Lord, is one of primary importeince. I 
know it was boldly advocated in the face of 
the world, by our early friends. I know that 
it has been since maintained stedfastly in 
every age of our rehgioua society, aad I hope 
friends, it will always be precious to us, not 
because iC is an opinion of our division of the 
church of Christ, but because it rests, as I 
believe, on the broad, immutable basis of 
simple truth, and so far is it from being pecu- 
liar to Fiienda, that I believe and know, that 
thousands and tens of thousands are increas- 
ingly prepared to adopt the blessed doctrine of 
the universality of spiritual light ; and I can 
hardly refrain from saying, t!iat on two very 
interesting occaaiona, when I was conversing 
in private with the late William Wilberforce, 
he assured me of his own conviction, that an 
effective offer of salvation was made to every 
man bom into the world. I thought it ft 
good testimony from a person so well known in 
what is justly called the evangelical world. 
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And how should an effective offer of salvation 
be made to every man born into the world, 
but by tlie light of the Holy Spirit ? Now, my 
young friends may probably wish for more 
Hcriptural information on the subject; and 
were I requested to point out one passage of 
scripture, which contains, in my opinion, n 
proof of the truth, in never to be forgotten, 
and very comprehensive words, I would point 
out thatmemorabic passage in the beginning of 
John's gospel ; for in speaking of Christ in 
hia divine cbaracter — in his original, eternal 
divinity, he says, " In him was life, and the 
life was the light of men." " That was the 
true light, which lighteth eveiy man that 
cometh into the world." Now these expres- 
sions are very precise, and they are elucidated 
by the Jewish literature of the day; for it was 
a common Jewish phrase to describe every 
existing mortal, man, woman or chUd, to say, 
" A man born into the world." It was their 
current expression for this purpose, and pecu- 
liarly definite and precise in its meaning ; aad 
here is a declaration that Christ was the true 
light, that lighteth every man that cometh 
into the world. Now, we know that as a 
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revcaler of truth in an estemal point of view, 
he waB the light of the world, and when in 
the fulness of time, he took upon him our 
nature, and revealed the glorious gospel, it 
■wea like the rising of the moming sun, scat- 
tering all the shadows of night and of twilight. 
Let ua never disparage that glorious light for 
a. moment ; but we know that the hght of an 
outward revelation, up to the time when the 
apostle wrote these sentences, was very par- 
tially communicated to the children of men, 
and we may therefore safely conclude, nay, we 
must conclude, that there was some other 
respect in which Christ was the light which 
lighteth every man horn into the world. And 
how could this be ? There is but one way in 
which we can explain it, namely, that by his 
spirit, he doth give some light to aU the chit^ 
dren of men. H 

Now this subject is fully developed, aa 1M 
apprehend, in the 1st, 2nd and 3rd chapters 
of the epistle to the Romans, where the 
apostle Paul is speaking of the degeneracy, 
the idolatry, and the wickedness of the Gen- 
tile world. On what grounds does the apostle 
convict the Qentilc worid of sin ? What is 
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sin? Sin is the transgreasion of the law. 
^Vhat law ? What law were those Gentiles 
in possession off ITiey might indeed derive 
some faint traces of it from original tradition, 
and I do not doubt* that they did. Some of 
their most inquisitive philosophers might pro- 
bably borrow some rays of light from their 
Jewish neighbours, though the .lews were 
very little known ; probably they did. But 
the plainest argument upon whicb he con- 
vinces them of sin, rests on the broad basis 
that some light was bestowed upon them, 
which gave tliem each their responsibility to 
a superior being ; and he expressly says that 
" that which is known of God was manifest 
in them ; it was manifest in their consciences," 
and I believe there is no man living, whose 
intellectual faculties are in any degree deve- 
loped, who does not feel, in spite of himself, 
that he is responsible for his actions to a 
superior being ; to one who will be his judge, 
and who will reward or punish him according 
to his works. But not only so ; there was a 
moral law known to these Gentiles; for the 
apostle expressly says they knew the just 
judgments of God, that those who do these 
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things, (speaking of their criminal practices) 
are worthy of death ; they not only did them, 
but rejoiced in all who did the samej or words 
to that effect. How did they know those just 
judgments of God ? How did they know this 
righteous rule? (aa the words may be ren- 
dered). Wliy it was written upon their 
hearts ; and in the next chapter, the apostle 
still further unfolds this subject, and speaks 
of many of the Gentiles, who actually did the 
works of the law, tliough they were without 
the law in its outward revelation. They did 
by nature without any outward rcTelation, the 
things contained in the law, "which shews 
the works of the law written on their hearts/' 
says the apostle, " their consciences also bear- 
ing them witness, and their thoughts the 
meanwhde accusing, or else excusing one 
another." And he even describes them as 
justified by their faith ; they believed in Jesus 
as far aa he was revealed to them, and they 
proved their faith by their works, and his law 
was written on their hearts. 

Now when we take into view the great 
doctrine of human corruption, that roan is 
Utterly cornipt. and dead in all wickedness, 



if we call to mind the same apostle's declara- 
tion, " I know that in me, (that is to aay in 
my flesh, my carnal mind), there dwelleth no 
good thing," how are we to account for this 
very good tiling which is written on his heart ? 
How are we to account for the law of God 
written on the hearts of men f the law which 
is holy, and just, and pure. Chough it may 
shine very faintly, always the same in its 
nature ? Are we to solicit this at man's car- 
nal hand ? Are we to call that an offer of 
righteousness ? Is it a system which man 
may work for himself ? No ; the internal 
principles of the moral law, shine by their 
own natural light; they are in the invention 
of no human reasoning ; they are the disco- 
very of no human philosophy ; it is a light 
bestowed upon all the children of men, not 
belonging to their corrupt and carnal nature, 
in which there is no good Ihing, but given to 
them, as we believe, and I trust shall always 
believe, through the redemption which was in 
Jesus Christ. He purchased it for them by 
that precious offering which was made on the 
cross for the sins of all mankind. Oh what 
a blessed boon ! and what a most comforting 
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i ealisfactory doctrine! that we not only 
receive the forgiveness of sui through tlie 
blood of Jesus, but the same precious blood- 
shedding haa procured for us the universal 
light of God's Holy Spirit, shining in various 
degrees, and various measures ; very faintly 
in some cases, but always the same in its 

Now it is sometdmes observed, that eome 
of the poor heathen, who are in an extremely 
degraded state, know very little of this law ; 
and certainly the light appears to shine very 
faintly in them ; but their rational faculties 
axe not developed ; they are like very little 
children in that respect; some maybe com- 
pared to idiots, and this blessed light is 
bestowed upon us as rational creatures, and 
it is as the rational faculties become to be 
developed, that the moral principle also shews 
itself. I was thinking of a remarkable con- 
versation which took place between a Baptist 
missionary of my acquaintance, and some poor 
Hindoos, with reference to this subject. Their 
rational faculties, are much more developed 
than the original inhabitants of Nev 
Wales ; they are very prone to reason. 
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was preaching to a company of those pereona 
on the subject of sin. " What is sin?" said 
one of them. " Sin, my brother, is the trans- 
gression of tlie law," said the preacher. " But 
what law do you mean ? I do not admit your 
bible, neither do you admit mine." " But I 
will tell you what law I mean : when you go 
to the fair, or to the market place, and cheat, 
or lie, or steal, you feel that there is some- 
thing within yon that tells you that it ia 
wrong : that is the law I mean ; sin is the 
transgression of that law." " Oh ! now bro- 
ther, said he, I admit your argument is right ;" 
and so the dispute was easily settled. 

There are some very interesting passages in 
the works of the ancient Greek and Roman 
philosophers, in reference to this subject ; I 
wish my young friends were well acquainted 
with them. I am not going to compare that 
with the broad day-light of the gospel, but 
still those persons had some light, and they 
had more light than can be accounted for, by 
anything short of a few rays from the blessed 
source of the sun of righteousness. I remem- 
ber one passage in Cicero, more particularly, 
which I tliink peculiarly interesting. I cannot 
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now repeat it exactly, but he tells ua that there 
is a 1h.w which deters from crime on the one 
hand, and impela to duty on the other ; which 
no man eaa alter, to which nothing can be 
added ; which can never he abrogated ; which 
is not one thing at one time, and one thing at 
another, one thing at Rome, and another thing 
at Athens ; but, aaya he, the same eternal and 
comprehensive law, of the same eternal and 
unchanging God ; comprehends all men in n.ll 
ages, and those who refuse to obey that God, 
who is the instituter of this law, involve them- 
selves in certain misery and penal consequen- 
ces, although they may escape what the world 
calls punishment. Now, what a luminous 
passage ; and shall we pretend to deny the 
existence of this law ? J hope friends, we shall 
more and mare feel the importance of it, and 
that we shall remember not only that this 
light truly shines in the heart of man, hut 
that it is our hounden duty, nay it is c 
very life to obey it ; and those who follow t] 
light which is given to them, will have r 
light ; and they will he led from one degree-fl 
virtue to another, by the power of the Lord 
Spirit; for not only is there the uaivq; 
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diffusion of moral light, but there is also the 
additional visitation of di^nne power connected 
with it ; these two things are to he distin- 
guished. I believe that every man bom into 
the world has his day of visitation ; and I 
apprehend that it is the plain doctrine of 
scripture, contained in the passage to which 
I liave now referred, that Christ by Ids Spirit, 
is that true light which lighteth every man 
tliat is bom into the world. And if this is not 
plain reasoning and plain evidence, (and if it 
doth not coincide with common expressions, 
I know not what can he plainer or more con- 
sistent with that expression) I know not 
what is. 

But friends, while we speak of the universal 
operation of the influence of the Holy Spirit, 
we do not forget for one moment, the peculiar 
office of the Spirit ; we do not forget that 
wondrous pouring forth of spiritual influence, 
which resulted in the existence of the Holy' 
Scriptures. We do not forget that God, as a 
universal sovereign, places his blessed light 
on whom he pleases, and when he pleases, 
and qualifies them for his own work. No, 
we gladly declare our unalterable conviction. 



174 

that holy men of old spake as they were 
moved hy the Holy Spirit, and that the Holy 
Scriptures, of a truth, do contain an especial 
revelation of doctrines to he believed, and of 
duties to be practised, and hear on themselves 
the royiJ stamp of divine authority, which 
never can be moved. Well, we are blessed 
with that Holy book, and are we to suppose 
that being blessed with so precious, and so 
valuable, and so heavenly a gift, we Eire not 
to use it dili^ntly, and that we are to sit 
down and expect a spiritual gTiidance, while 
we disuse the means that are put into our 
hands ? Was that ever the doctrine of Friends ? 
Never. Our early friends were deeply read in 
scripture. They knew the scripture, many of 
them, from beginning to end ; they spent days, 
and hours, and weeks, in solitude, and their 
hihloa were their companions ; an observation 
which applies with peculiar force to George 
Fox, who may he in some respects called the 
founder of our society. And Robert. Barclay 
broadly asserts, that if any man proclaims any 
doctrine, or pretends to any morality which is 
contrary to the scriptures, it is an invention 
of the devil. So say we in the present day. 
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To the test, to the outward test of scripture, 
all doctrines, all precepts, all opinions, all 
notions, must he brought, and they must 
Btand or fall by that test. Oiir forefathers 
in the truth, were very particular in pointing 
the attention of their hearers, to those remark- 
able verses with which the bible is concluded, 
and wliich refer in the first instance, clearly to 
the book of Revelation; that, if any man add to 
the things which are writtenin thatbook, God 
will add to him the plagues that are written in 
that book : and if any man take away from the 
fliings which are written in that book. God will 
take away his part out of the good things which 
are written in that book, and out of the book 
of life. Now here we have the illumination 
of truth ; here we have a clear outward test ; 
but even this test must be used in reverent 
dependence on that Holy Spirit which gives 
it faith, And from what do the scriptures 
themselves derive their authority, but from 
immediate revelation, the immediate communi- 
cation of the miod of God, to the mind of man. 
It is not our business to sit and speculate 
on the state of the heathen world ; one thing 
we ace quite sure of ; that It is our boundea 



duty, as christianB, to labour for the benefit of 
the heathen world ; and with regard to their 
lot when they stand before the judgment seat 
of ChriBt, we must leave that to tlie equity 
and mercy of God. But to bring this impor- 
tant subject home to our own. experience, as 
we are circumstanced here, 1 am bold to say, 
that if we would be chriatianH indeed, and 
really come to a practical and saving know- 
ledge of Christianity, there is but one way, 
and that is by giving ourselves up to the 
guidance and government of the Holy Spirit, 
by which we are visited and enlightened in 
various degrees, from our very infancy. Oh, 
how inexpressibly important, that we should 
maintain this bleseed doctrine in all ils 
strength, and all Its integrity ! Would you 
know the truth, my dear young friends ? 
would you understand the doctrines of reli- 
gion? Would you he made sensible of their 
divine authority ? Then learn to obey the 
e of your inward teacher. " If 
any man do the will of my Father," said 
Jesus, " he shall know of my doctrine, whe- 
ther it be of God." What can be clearer? 
Now m y yoong friends are not to espect the 
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fulness of light aU at once ; they tire to be 
diligent in reading' the scriptures much, and 
in private prayer ; but above aU let them 
take good care not to quench the Spirit. 
Obey the Spirit, follow the light of the Spirit 
of Christ, as it shines in your consciences, and 
you will have more light ; and when the light 
comes, it shines more and more. It will 
make BOrae very important discoveries to you. 
It will shew you what poor, evil, wretched 
sinners you are ; it will humble you under a 
sense of your sins, and then you will find a 
refuge in Jesus Christ, and him crucified. 
Tlie convictions of the Holy Spirit, which are 
often very gradual in their nature, go on for 
many months and years, and, as it were, in- 
crease with the very growth of the young and 
ingenuous mind. If there be a faithful obe- 
dience, they lead to conversion ; they lead to 
a settled fmth in Jesus Christ ; they lead out 
of all darkness into all light, and, at last, they 
bring the obedient and believing soul to the 
feet of Jesus ; and then what a blessed change 
is wrought in the rational creature by faith. 
By faith we are justified ; by faith we receive 
the forgiveness of our sins ; by faith we are 
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consigned unto God ; by faith we accept the 
Lord Jesus Christ as our only Saviour. And 
then what IS the practical knowledg-e? why a 
much larger effusion of the Spirit ia poured 
forth upou the mind. The light by which 
you have been led to ChriBt, is redoubled and 
multiplied after you have come to Christ, 
according to his own words, " If any man 
thirst, let him come unto mo and drink. The 
water that I shall give him, shall be in him a 
well of water, springing up unto everlasting 
life." I hope this subject is uow clear to the 
minds of my young friends. I hope you will 
never let in a single doubt or difficulty upon 
it. I say it is as clear as the noon-day sun. 

Now, what ia the peculiar privilege of 
christian believers ? What is the very charac- 
teristic of the new covenant ? Turn to the 
Slat chapter of Jeremiah, and there you will 
see the characteristic of the new covenant. — 
" After those days saith the Lord, I will make 
a new covenant with the house of Judah, and 
the house of Israel ; I will write my law upon 
their hearts, and 1 will put it into their inward 
parts, and they shall not need to teach every 
man lua neighbour and brother, saying, Know 
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the Lord, for they shall all know mo from 
the least of them unto the greatest, and I will 
forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin 
no more." So that under the glorious gospel 
dispensation, we have no need to say every 
man to his brother, " Know the Lord ;" we 
are not to depend on others teaching ; we are 
not to depend on human teaching ; we are to 
have an all-sufficient teacher within; the pre- 
eminent influence of the Holy Spirit, that will 
teach us to know God ; which they will not 
see ; that will lead us onwards in the way of 
holioeaa ; that will lead us in the way of all 
truth and all happiness. Here is the pre- 
eminent privilege ; here is the true character- 
istic of the gospel dispensation. Now, this 
declaration in Jeremiah, precisely agrees with 
those gracious promises of our Lord about the 
gift of the comforter, " When the Comforter 
is come, whom I will send unto you from the 
Father, he shall guide you into all truth. The 
world sectfa him not, neither knoweth him, 
but ye see him for he dwelleth in you, and 
gfaall he with you." " Because I live, ye shall 
live also." " I will come again," our Saviour 
says, in evident reference Co the some doctrine. 
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"I will come again, I will see you again; 
because I live, ye sball live also." Again, 
" When the Comforter is come, whom I will 
send unto you from the Father, he shall take 
of mine and shew it unto you." He shull not 
speak of himself, as I said before; he shall 
take of the things of Christ and shew them to 
the believer ; therefore, let us always keep 
this in view, that in order rightly to compre- 
hend the doctrines of reUgioo, and things of 
Christ, they must he unfolded to our under- 
standings, and impressed upon our hearts by 
the immediate act of the Comforter ; by the 
immediate communication of the mind of God 
to man; by immediate revelation. Here is 
the root and ground of our principles, and they 
are plain, scriptural principles. And, not only 
does this light guide into a right view of 
chriBtian doctrines, not neglecting the scrip- 
tures, but using them; — it is also a guide to 
conduct; it leads into all holiness, as well as 
into all truth. "'Hie anointing' which you 
have received from him , abidoth in you," aaya 
John, in the second chapter of hia Ejiistle, 
"and ye need not that any man teach you, 
but as the same anointing teacheth you all 
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thinga, and it is truth and no lie, and even aa 
it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him." 

I may, perhaps, have gone to almost too 
great a length in unfolding this subject, but I 
do so feel ita practical importance, and I do SO 
earnestly desire to clear the minds of my 
young friends on this subject, (if I may be 
made instrumental for the purpose) knowing 
as I do, the Holy Scriptures to be of such 
unutterable importance to them. May we 
ever reverence and diligently use them. They 
deal in general principles with regard to 
morals; with regard to conduct, we" have 
general principles unfolded in the Holy Scrip- 
tuxes. Now how are we to apply those general 
principles to every act of our lives, to every 
circumstajice of each passing hour? I say 
there is an infallible inward guide. I say there 
is not a nfan amongst us who does not hear a 
voice behind him, saying, "This is the way, 
walk thou in it," Oh, the importance of 
obeying this voice. Oh ! the importance of 
being found practically faithful to the light of 
the Spirit of Christ, shining in our consci- 
ences ; " for aa many as are led by rtie Spirit 
of God, they are the sons of God, aad tht 
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Spirit itself henreth witness with our spirits, 
that we are his children, and if children, 
then heirs, heira of God, and joint heirs with 
Christ ;" and may it he so with every one's 
soul in this assembly ! 

When out early friends arose, it was a time 
marked hy great formality in the professing 
church of Christ, and there was far too little 
attention among christian professors in gene- 
ral, to the vital, inward work, and immediate 
guidance of the Lord's Spirit ; and George 
FoK and his brethren, appear to have heen 
remarkably raised up in that day, to teati^ of 
this inward work, to point out those passages 
of scripture, and to shew that under the gospel 
dispensation, we are not to depend on the 
teaching of our fellow men, hut are to come 
under the immediate teaching of Jesus Christ 
himself by his Spirit, according to the ancient 
prophecy, " that every man shall ait under his 
own fig tree, and under his own vine, and 
none shall make him afraid." " All thy 
children shall he taught of the Lord, and 
great shall be the peace of thy children ;" and 
they said, here is a practical principle which 
will lead mNi out of all that is untrue, ai 



that is unholy, and aU that le inconsistent with 
the true christian character, and will hring 
them into the genuine purity and simplicity 
of the christian character, in point hoth of 
worship and of conduct ; here there is an 
infallible guide; here there is a heavenly light; 
there is not one among you who can plead 
ignorance. They would address themselves 
to thousands of persons, and so follow the 
light of the Spirit of Christ, which shines in 
aJl our consciences ; and the Lord bring you 
out of all that is evil, and into all that is good; 
and by following this blessed principle, by 
insisting upon its plain scripture doctrine, they 
soon were led to discard the principle of expe- 
diency ; they found that this infallible inward 
guide would make no compromise; they found 
it was not bound to what people call expedi- 
ency ; they found that it must have its own 
way; that it came from God, and led to God, 
and therefore they were constrained by follow- 
ing this principle, to adopt a straight line 
which separated them from those practices of 
worship, or of conduct, which they saw to be 
inconsistent with the revealed will of their 
heavenly Father, made knowa in their hearts 



by hia Spirit ; made known in legible charac- 
ters in the pages of acripturo. I also said, the 
two things went together and corresponded, 
as a man's face correspanda with the shadow 
of it in a glass. They did not set up one 
against the other ; 1 hope we never shall, 
Noj the two together are one combined effok'^ 
gence of pure light, from the only isexhaust- fl 
ible fouatain of all that is holy, and all that 

Then how did they apply it to the subject 
of worship ? I shall now endeavour shortly to 
show, what it led them into with regard to 
worship, and what it led them into with regard 
to conduct. And first, with regard to worship, 
they found it written in scripture, that " God 
is a Spirit, and they that worship him, must 
worship him in spirit and in truth;" and here 
was a doctrine which did indeed coincide with 
the immediate dictates of that infallible guide. 
They applied this doctrine to their own wor- 
ship ; they said, it is a very awful and solemn 
thing, for persons to gather together under 
the profession of public worship to a living 
God. We are poor, corrupt, sinful creatures; 
we dare not set about this duty in dependeoca 
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on our own wisdom, and our own reason ; we 
dare not adopt the form of words, which may 
or may not be apphcable to the state of our 
minds ; we dare not publicly chaunt hymns in 
worship, which probably may describe a state 
of mind, quite different from that of those 
persona who use the words. Neither dare we 
use extempore addresses, or prayers invented 
by ourselves; prepared beforehand or invented 
in oiur own strength : public worship is too 
solemn a thing to allow of this. What can 
we do then? What does plmn truth require of 
ua under these circumstancea ? We must ait 
down in reverent silence, waiting upon the 
Lord ; and when he calls forth the vocal 
prayer, when he suggests the good preaching, 
let it come from whatever quarter it may, man 
or woman, let it come under the power of the 
Lord's anointing, and in the blessed liberty of 
his own spirit. And thus they were accus- 
tomed to gather together in reverent silence ; 
and there was to be felt in their meetings the 
prevalence of divine light, and they went forth 
and preached, not in the words which man's 
wisdom teacheth, but in the demonstration of 
the Spirit, and of power, according to the 
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manner in which it was bestowed upon them. 
Now, one word or two on inspiration ; it ia 
very important to hold right Tiewa on this 
subject. We know that the apostles of oar 
Lord Jeaua Christ, were endued with a won- 
derfully exalted measure of inspiration, and 
the direct, divine authority of that which they 
said, and that which they wrote, was proved 
by their miraculous works. Now, there may 
be different degrees of the same inspiration, 
the same immediate inspiration, in proportioii 
to the needs of the church of Christ in different 
ages ; still the same thing. The moat wonderful 
effusions of that power was necessary, to enable 
the apostles to write those Holy Scriptures 
which are now in our hands. A far lower 
degree of the very same influence, and applied 
to the mind in the same manner, is necessary 
now to enable the Lord's servants, rightly to 
apply those things which the apostles have 
written ; still it is the same principle, it is 
the same work applied in different manners, 
according to the needs of the church of Christ 
in different ages. May we always hold to 
this principle ; may it ever be understood 
among us, that no ministry is allowed i 
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solemn meeting, for solemn worship, but that 
which flowa from the immediate influence of 
the Lord's anointing- : and it is that, and that 
alone, which can enable the preacher rigiitly 
to unfold the doctrines of scripture and apply 
them to the state then present, of the persons 
who are gathered together on every occasion. 
Thie mode of public worship into which the 
early Friends were led, in obedience, as they 
helieved, to the manifestation of the Spirit, 
perfectly agrees with the only description 
which we find in the New Testament, of the 
public worship of the primitive christians. 
You will find that description in the 14tli 
chapter of the 1st Epistle to the Corinthians. 
There was no occupant of the pulpit, to whom 
the ministry was confined. It was congrega- 
tional, and all to whom the word was given, 
were constrained to speak that word in their 
place, giving way one to another ; having a 
due respect one to another; and this was what 
the a]]ostle calls " prophecy." That is what 
we should call " ministry," for he says, that 
prophecy was intended for edification, and 
. exhortation, and comfort ; spoken under the 
immediate influence of the Holy Spirit, and 
o 4 
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-when this immediate influenee was wididraTn, 

Bud when any of those gifted persona were 
called into tlie exercise of those gifts, what 
must have been the consequence ? It must 
inevitably have been a state of silence, and 
there is no basis upon which the immediate 
gifts of the Holy Spirit, can be exercised in 
an orderly manner, in the very nature of 
things, but the basis of silence. And how 
beautifully, my friends, is the propriety of 
silence adverted to, in that magnificent passage 
of the prophet Isaiah, " Let all the islands keep 
silence before the Lord, and let the people re- 
new their strength." Let them draw near, and 
then let them speak. Let ua draw near unto , 
judgment. And now 1 would just observe, 
that in those primitive days, the gift of pro- 
phecy or of exhortation, edification, and com- 
fort, by the words of living ministry, was not 
restricted to the stronger sex ; men and 
women arose in their churches, and spoke in 
prophecy and in preaching, under the inunedi- 
ate influence of tbe Spirit; and this agrees with 
the prophecy of Joel, in 2nd chapter, " I will 
pour forth my spirit upon all flesh, and your 
sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your 



young men shall see visions, and your old men 
shall dream dreams. And also upon ihe ser- 
vants and handmaids, in those days will I pour 
out my spirit, and they shall prophesy." And 
on the day of Pentecost, when there were one 
hundred and twenty persons gathered together, 
the Holy Spirit was poured on them all, and 
they Bpake with tongues and prophesied. Now 
that was one of those miracles, which, I appre- 
hend, was immediately connected with the 
great work of establishing Christianity in the 
world ; it was a directly miraculous gift ; hut 
the prophesying, that ia to say the preaching 
for exhortation, for edification, and for com- 
fort, under the same immediate influence, was 
not a gift directly miraculous in its nature, hut 
was evidently intended for the benefit of the 
church of our Lord Jesus. Tlie apostle Peter 
expressly says, "The promise of the Holy Spirit, 
is unto you and unto your cluldren, and to as 
many as are afar off, even to as many as the 
Lord our God shall call." Again, it was said 
by our Saviour, tiiat the Spirit should abide 
with them for ever, for the work of grace, and 
the imparting of those gifts which ai'e neces- 
sary for the maintenance and enlargement ' ' 
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the church in all ages. The Holy Spirit abides 

with the church for ever; iind whatever is 
chused under these heada, belongs to the privi- 
lege of chriatiaE believers at all times, aod in 
any place ; and may we all of us reverently 
depend upon this influence ; may we know 
more and more of the effusion of the true gifts 
of the Spirit on the church of Christ ; not 
looking to anything worldly ; not looking to 
anything of an inconsistent nature, but look- 
ing to that which is for editicatian, for exhor- 
tation and for comfort. 

One operation of this gift is, that it lays 
open the state of the hearers. The apostle 
says, " If a man prophesy, and one comes in 
who is an unbeliever, he is discerned of all; 
(detected of all, is the meaning of it) the se- 
crets of his heart are made manifest, and so 
felling iowa on the ground, be acknowledges 
that God is in you of a truth." And this is 
one of those operations of the gift of true and 
living ministry, which belongs to its very 
nature ; and I would venture to assert, that 
we are still furnished with abundant evidence 
within our own bosoms ; and may it be so 
more and more. 
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It is said in that same chapter, " Let the 
■women keep silence in the churches, and if 
they would know anything, let them ask their 
husbands at home." 'ITiis refers not to the 
occurrence of praying and prophecy, aa the 
best commentators shen-. Grose, Locke, 
Benson, and others, severally allowed, that 
it refers to other points which were common 
in the church of Corinth at that time, and 
■which had been borrowed from the Jewish 
synagogues, of interrupting the preacher by 
questions : and the women of that time at 
Corinth, had fallen into that habit. They 
interrupted the preacher by questions ; and 
the apostle commands them not to speak in 
the church, but to wait till they came home, 
and make tlie inquiry of their husbands. So 
that that entirely removes that difficulty, and 
I think there is not the smallest created doubt 
on the subject. 

These are the views which Friends were led 
to entertain of the nature and operation of the 
christian ministry, in connection with silent 
worship. The ministry then, must come im- 
mediately from the fountain of the Lord's 
wisdom. It is as free as the air we breathe. 
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Can we buy the winds of Leaven f Can we 

make contracts for the air that we breathe ? 
We know we cannot. Can we make contracts 
ofthe gifts of tiie Spirit ? Impossible. "Freely 
ye have received, freely give." This is the 
root and ground, friends, of our objection to 
the payment of tithes, and other ecclesiastical 
demands. We dare not pay the miniaters of 
other congregations ; we dare not pull down 
with one hand what we are building up with 
Eiuother ; we do not take up these things on 
political grounds. Oh ! my young friends, 
may all of you shun politics, for they aip dan- 
gerous, and sap the very life of religion ; but 
keep to your spiritual principles, and here the 
early Friends found that there was only one 
straight line for them to i}ursue. It might 
have saved them a great deal of trouble Co pay 
their tithes, but they dared not touch the un- 
clean thing ; they dared not do anything that 
contradicted the principle, " Freely ye have 
received, freely give ;" and therefore they 
said, we must be passive, we can do nothing ; 
we obey the law actively and cheerfully when 
we can do it with a safe conscience towards 
God ; we know it is our duty ; i 
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not, we will be passive ; we do not fight against 
it, we do not wrestle against it by vain means; 
we have nothing to do but to sit down and be 
paasive, and suffer the law to take its course, 
and thereby we bear plain and most conspicu- 
ous testimony to the freedom and purity of 
the gospel dispensation. But altliough we 
dare not make contracts for that which is free 
in its very nature, which is contradictory to the 
principles of the New Testament, we are fully 
aware that while our ministers are engaged in 
actual service, leaving their famihea, their 
homes, and their business, the labourer is 
worthy of his meat. And some of us can 
testify that an abundant supply of all their 
needs, in all circumstances, is never denied 
them. We gladly and joyfully bestow upon 
them. And so you see how one thing is 
balanced by another ; we are not for anything 
unreasonable ; we are not for hij^h and lofty 
things, we want no airy speculations; we only 
want plain. New Testament, scriptural, ori- 
ginal, primitive truth. That is all we want, 
and may we have it, and have it ever. 

Well, these were the views which the early 
Friends took on the subject of worship, mm* 
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not only eo , but they found themselves re- 
stricted. (I hope my young friends are not 
fatigued, I shall endeavour to concentrate my 
remarks, but I shall have no other opportunity 
to continue this subject.) Tliey saw another 
thing in the New Testament ; that the gospel 
diapensation was purely spiritual in its nature, 
and that the whole system of the ceremonial 
law was abolished by the death of Christ. 
The law and the worship of Moses, was a 
system of shadows and types : the worship 
under the gospel dispensation, is a system of 
realitieu, of substance ; it is spiritual in its 
very nature. They believed that all things 
purely ceremonial in religion and the worship 
of Grod, were for ever and at once abolished 
by the de«th, the propitiatory death of Jesus 
Christ. They knew that various ceremonies 
were practised for a time id the church ; many 
Jewish practices continued for a time ; for 
our Lord dealt gently with his disciples, and 
did not impose upon them any sudden or 
violent changes ; he only put them in posses- 
sion of principles of which those changes 
would he the ultimate result, and on this 
ground friends were led to assert, and they 
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Btill do asEert, that the only baptism penna- 
nenCly belonging to the gospel diBpensation, 
ie the baptism of the spirit ; and they pointed 
to various passages by ■which their doctrine 
waa enforced and confirmed ; for example by 
the apostle Peter, when speaking of the 
Antediluvians, and of their being saved by 
water, he says, "The like figure whereunto, 
even baptism, doth now save us," (and here 
] should say that in the Greek it is not the 
" Like figure," but the " Antitype," or that 
which corresponds to it, is the proper mean- 
ing), " Doth now save us, even baptism." 
What is it ? What is it not ? Not the putting 
away the filth of the flesh ; what is it but the 
answer of a good conscience towards God, by 
the teaurrectioa of Jesus Christ, by the spiri- 
tual power of the risen and glorified JesuB ? 
This is what Friends held to be the only true 
christian baptism, and the ajiostle Paul speakB 
plainly of the saroe baptism, for he says "There 
is one Lord, one faith, and one baptism." Now 
I know of nothing fairer than allowing a man 
to be an interpreter of himself ; and what 
says he elsewhere? "By one spirit we are 
baptized into one body ;" therefore we must 
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conclttde that the only baptism which he re- 
cognized, was the baptiam of the spirit. Turn 
again to the epistle to tlie Corinthians, and 
there he says, " I baptized none of you but 
Criapus and Gaiua, lest any man should say 
that I had baptized in mine own name. And 
I baptized also the household of Stephanas, 
beside 1 know not whether 1 baptized any 
other ; for Christ sent me not to baptize." 
There is a direct assertion. Now friends, turn 
to that psiasage in Matthew, where our Saviour 
before he left this earth, commanded his dis- 
ciples to go and make disciples of all nations, 
(that is the meaning of the words,) baptizing 
them into the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost. This command 
was addressed to the apostles. Was Paul a 
partaker of the apostohc mission or not ? Un- 
doubtedly he was. If baptism in water was 
the meaning of this command, is it possible 
that Paul should say that he was sent not to 
baptize but to preach the gospel, not in the 
enticing words of man's wisdom, but in the 
demonstration of the spirit, and of power ? 
And we believe that when the gospel is 
preached in the demonstration of the spirit 
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and of power, it is made the blessed means of 
truly baptizing the people into the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost. Now we are well aware that the 
apostles were accustomed to water baptiem, 
as they were to many other Jewish prac- 
tices ; and some persons have supposed that 
they practised it in consequence of this com- 
mand ; but the apostle contradicts that, and a. 
proof that they did not do it in consequence of 
this command, is found in thia, that they were 
accustomed to use this rite long before the 
command was issued, as we find in the 3rd 
and 4th chapters of John's gospel. It was in 
fact, a common Jewish practice, used from 
time immemorial almost ; at any rate, from 
the first covenant of the law. They were 
commanded to wash their clothes as a rite of 
purification ; that is, they were dipped with 
the whole body, with clothes on, and after- 
wards when any person was proselyted to the 
Jewish religion, becoming a Jew instead of a 
Gentile, when he became a proselyte to the 
whole system of Judaism, he was baptized 
invariably, as a matter of course, as is plainly 
declared by Jewish writers, and described in 
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all cases ; particularly by Maimonidee, one of 
the most learned Jews. He lived in Spain, in 
the 12th century, and so learned was he, (his 
name was Moses,) that the Jews have a com- 
mon saying, that " From Moses to Moaes 
there is nobody like Moses ;" ajid in his 
works, we find a description of the way in 
which the ancient Jews were accustomed to 
be baptized. Their practice was to dip under 
the .water, signifying that the person who was 
baptized, was transferred from one system of 
faith to another ; the new system being the 
purer of the two. John therefore baptized, 
as a matter of course ; he haptized into the 
faith, and the Messiah to come. There was 
one step of religion ; the disciples therefore 
haptized as a matter of course ; there was 
another step of religion ; they baptized into 
faith in the Messiah who was already come ; 
but Jesus himself, our great jjattem, whom it 
is always safe to follow, though he submitted 
to the baptism of John, because he lived under 
the law, yet as the instituter and divine foun- 
der of a new religion, he baptized not ; for 
when the baptism of the disciples of Jesus was 
spoken of, the apostle expressly declared. 



" Howbeit Jesus himself baptized not, but 
his disciples." Now, let no man pretend to 
say that we deny baptism. I believe there is 
no society in the world, that more deeply 
feels its importance ; but what is the baptism ? 
Let us hear what it is in the words of the 
highest authority, the words of the fiaptist 
himself; " 1 indeed baptize you with water 
unto repentance, but he that cometh after me 
is mightier than 1, whose shoes I am not wor- 
thy to unloose ; he shall baptize you with the 
Holy Ghost;" and friends remember, oh! 
remember, that you never can be living mem- 
bers of the church of Christ, unless you are 
inwardly baptized by the Holy Ghoat ; the 
washing of regeneration in the receiving of 
the Holy Ghost : and while christians are 
bound to exercise all charity one towards 
anodier, in reference to the outward rite ; 
while 1 have no desire to interfere with the 
rehgious opinions of any man hving, 1 am 
sure of one tbing, that it is the duty of every 
christian minister, to lay all stress upon the 
baptism which alone can save ; even on the 
baptism of Christ himseK, which is with the 
Holy Ghost and with fire. 
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Then a few sentences on the subject of the 
Lord's supper. Do we deny the Lord's sup- 
per ? No friends, we rejoice in the Lord's 
supper. We turn to the 6th chapter of John's 
gospel, and there we find the subject eluci- 
dated ; there we find, " Except ye eat the 
fleeh nnd drink the blood of the Son of man, 
ye have no life ;" and I would aak is this a 
ceremony ? Is this an outward obaeirance ? 
We are sure it is not, for our Lord in explain- 
ing it, saya " It is the Spirit that quickeneth, 
the fiesh profiteth nothing ; the words which 
I speak unto you they are spirit, and they are 
truth." Now it is important that we should 
understand this passage ; it is a figurative 
passage, and the figure lies not in the flesh 
and blood, but in the eating and drinking ; 
we eat and drink the flesh and blood of Christ, 
when we imbibe Christ crucified as our only 
Saviour, and our only hope of glory, by a 
living faith; when we place our soul's rehance, 
on the actual flesh and blood of Christ, on the 
body which was broken, and on that blood 
which was shed for us. That I apprehend, to 
be the true meaning of the passage ; and by 
that faith wc are brought into possessioa of 



SOI 

the Holy Spirit, ■which rises within ua unto life 
everlaatiiig' and is our very life. May we all 
eat the flesh and drink the blood of the Son 
of man, and then we shall be partakers of 
the true, needful, and essential supper of 
the Lord. 

Now with regard to the practice of com- 
memorating the death of Christ, which pre- 
vailed among the early christians ; when our 
Saviour said, " This do in remembrance of 
me," when he handed around the cup and 
brake the bread, this took place at a meal ; 
they actually drank the wine and eat the 
bread for the nourishment of their bodies, and 
when the early christians met together from 
house to houscj on usual occasions, and brake 
their bread in one another's company, in the 
sweet fellowship of the gospel, and for the 
refreshment of tlieir bodies, they reverently 
called to mind the body that was broken, and 
the blood that was shed for them. Here waa 
no ceremony in worship ; here was no practice 
of the Jewish observance, as a type in worship. 
It was indeed a Jewish practice, because they 
were accustomed so to break their bread and 
drink their wine, but friends, it was a very 
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different tiling in its nature, from what has 
since taken place. Tiiey gathered together 
at their social meals, and afterwards at what 
they called their love feasts, and while they 
refreshed their hodiea, they called Christ to 
their remembrance ; and I hope that we shall 
never be found in the practice. of any formal 
observance of any description. But of one 
thingf, I feel quite confident ; that we cannot 
too often remember the body that was broken, 
and the blood that was shed for us, and I wish 
we may always be reminded of them, by the 
very food tliat we eat. I wish my dear young 
friends when they are partaking of the natural 
refreshment of their bodies, were more often 
reminded of that spiritual food which is need- 
ful for the soul. Oh! it is precious to be 
so reminded ; and I cannot avoid giving the 
words of one of our friends, who said, that she 
never took her meals on any occasion, without 
secretly calling to mind the body that was bro- 
ken, and the blood that was shed for her. I feel 
full unity with such a spirit. Here there was 
nothing in the form, but when, in the course 
of the second century, this simple practice 
which prevailed among the early christiBnt, 
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and of which Pliny makes mention about the 
end of the first century, of their passing often 
a social supper, or meal together ; in the 
course of the second century, it was changed, 
it was transferred to their public worship, and 
became what it is now — a purely ceremo- 
nial ordinance ; not the refreshment of their 
bodies, not the social meal, not the christian 
fellowship, as on former occasions, hut a 
type, a shadow, a ceremony in worship, and 
as we view it, a plain recurrence to the prin- 
ciples of the worship of the old law, which 
was in the shadow, in the type, in the figure, 
and not in the reality and in the substance. 

While therefore, we do not in the least 
degree condemn our christian neighbours, let 
every man be fully persuaded in bis own 
mind. We are deeply convinced that we 
should weaken the foundation of true spiritual 
worship, by recurring to any ceremonial ob- 
servations or rite of any kind whatever. " God 
is a Spirit, and they that worship him, must 
worship him in spirit and in truth." Now 
tiie word truth, means reality there ; not in 
the shadow ; not in the type ; not in the figure, 
but in the actual reality and the substance of 
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the thing. This is the meaning of the words, 
and there is the broad principle on which we 
stand, and I hope shall stand stedfastly ; for 
it is a principle open, clear, obvious, scrip- 
tural ; founded on Jesua Christ, and on him 
crucified. 

Such are the views which Friends enter- 
tain on the subject of worship, and now, 
shortly, with regard to conduct. They dared 
not abolish their public worship, theirs was a 
straight line that could not give way to the 
principle of expediency, and when in conse- 
quence of the terrors of the law, the dissenters 
of that day met only in private places, where 
they were hidden and protected from the arm 
of the law, Friends said. No ; it is our duty to 
worship God, and we must go straight for- 
ward in the work; though we may be trampled 
down by the soldiery, or driven to prison by 
the magistrates, we will bear the plainest 
testimony, and take all the consequences. And 
the consequence was, that they were led in 
multitudes to prison, and deep were their 
sufferings, on this and on other accounts, but 
the joy of the Lord was their portion, and in 
the depths of the noisome prison house. ^ 
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often heard in that day, aongs of living me- 
lody, and praise in the honor, and for the glory 
of him who hought them ■with his blood. Oh ! 
friends, how should we stand a day like this f 
How would my young friends stand it ? I give 
them the credit of believing that most of them, 
would stand it well. I believe that they know 
their principles too well to turn their backs 
upon them, and I hope what has passed to 
night may still further confirm their views, A 
day of trouble may probably come. Oh ! that 
they may be stedfast. I wish that the dea- 
criptdon which is given of George Fox, by 
Thomas Clissoll, may be applicable to them. 
He says, he was vigilant in the truth, bold in 
asserting it, patient in suffering for it, un- 
wearied in bearing to it glad testimony, and un- 
changeableas tothe truth. There isonepoint 
of conduct ; now take another. They refused 
to swear ; the world said it was expedient to 
Bwear, and tliat it was quite necessary for the 
purposes of justice. The Friends said. No, 
verily, the law of God forbids it ; we have a 
shepherd ; he commands us not to swear at 
all; the words are clear, " I say unto you 
swear not at all." In vain was every Sophia. 
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tical argument in their view, when ■weighed 
against those scriptural words ; in vain waa it 
said, that men might swear in courts of justice, 
and on no other occasion ; it was tlie princi- 
ple of the old law, that the Jew shovdd not 
forswear himself in their courts of justice, 
" But I say unto you swear not at all." There- 
fore, Friends acted upon plain principles, and 
in consequence of their refusal to swear, they 
were subjected again and again, to the most 
severe sufferings, because they found them- 
selves constrained by the love of Christ, to go 
In the straight line, and deny nothing. Then 
again, they dared not fight ; they not only 
objected to offensive warfare, but likewise to 
defensive warfare ; at least they objected to 
both, and they said that the whole question 
was settled in three words, " Love your ene- 
mies." They said, it was impossible that 
any man should love his enemy, and shoot him 
at the same moment. They said that Christ 
their Saviour, their Lord, hud settled the 
question ; therefore it was not for them to 
consider whether it waa expedient, or whether 
the world called it necessary ; they followed 
yorda. " Love your enemies," ond 
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they were led to that love by the immediate 

guidance and government of the Lord's anoint- 
ing; the law waa written in their hearts, 
and they dared not reelet this combined in* 
fluence and authority ; the only thing that 
they could do was to adopt the lamb-like cha- 
racter of the Lord who bought them, and to 
be willing to return good for evil and suffer 
patiently. 

Then one more point of a practical nature. 
They found tbemaelvea restricted by the same 
imwearied workings of the Spirit, from uaing 
the common complimentary forms of lan- 
guage ; they saw that it was inconsistent with 
christian simplicity and christian integrity; 
inconsistent with the example of Christ and 
of Lis apostles, and inconsistent with the 
language of scripture itself; and therefore 
they dared not to do it ; and in consequence 
of their using the " thee" and "thou" instead 
of a plural, and abstaining from all compli- 
mentary formalities, whicli are fanuliar to us 
all, they were often exposed to very severe 
sufferings, in consequence of their faithfulness 
to this smaller doctrine. They found the 
anointing of the Lord makes no compromiM; 
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of the Lord hrings out the spirit of man. 
And again, in tlieir attire, they dared not 
adorn themselves with gold, emhroidery of 
lace, and the putting on of splendid apparel, 
as described by the apostle. No, the ornament 
of a meek and quiet spirit, was the only orna- 
ment which they allowed, the only ornament 
which the New Testament allowed. They dar- 
ed not put on those outward orQaments which 
but indulge personal vanity, and the follies of 
the world ; and do not become true christian 
simplicity and lowliness. By keeping to this 
principle, they soon became singular in their 
appearance ; they did not adopt the custom 
for singularity, that was not theix object; they 
obeyed christian simphcity both in tongue and 
in dress ; and as fashions changed from time 
to time, they became singular. They did not 
dare to adopt the fashions of the world, which 
was demanded of them. 

Now aU these things rest upon a plain New 
Testament ground; and my dear young friends, 
1 do beseech you as an unworthy elder brother, 
not to forsake the christiim testimonies in 
these pBTticularB; for 1 can say from long sod 
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blessed to every young person, and that 
when they throw off any of its restrictions in 
tongue or dress, it almost invariably happens 
tiiat it is an islet to the world and to ain. 
We are to keep out of the way of temptation ; 
to keep under the restrictions of the crosB ; 
and I will venture to say, that there is not a 
young man in this assembly, who, consistently 
with the plain dress and tongue, would dare 
to take his plain coat, and his theea and thoua 
into the haunts of worldly assemblies ; there- 
fore it is an important ground. I intreat you 
not to disregard these things ; our early 
Friends suffered deeply on account of these 
things, and their line was a line of strwght- 
forward duty, under the guidance and govern- 
ment of the Lord's anointing. I do not want 
to esedt them as patterns ; I hold out no 
pattern to any man, but our Lord Jesus Christ; 
I bold out no system of doctrines or precepts, 
but those of the Holy Scriptures ; here is the 
ground on which 1 stand, and I do not want 
vainly to exalt the early FVieods, I know 
that they had infirmities like other men, and 
1 know that some of them were perhaps, in 
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some degree, too prone to defend the du^ 
daction which rested on a name, at that re- 
markable day ; but I do say that the good- 
ness of the tree, is amply proved by the good- 
iieae of the fruit : I do say, that those prin- 
ciples were plain christian principles ; .that 
they are tie principles of the New Testament 
itself, and notliing more or leas than a con- 
sistent, harmonious, and well established view 
of the true, spiritual, and comprehensive 
glorious gospel dispensation ; and were I to 
refer any of yon to a book which should 
contain a full development of our religious 
principles ; the book should be the New 
Testament of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ ; and my firm belief is, that the more 
my beloved young friends are enabled to 
Bearch the New Testament, and to enter into 
its spirit and meaning, under the guidance of 
the Lord's Spirit, which giveth all faith; and 
the more they endeavour in all their conduct 
and conversation, to. obey their inward teacher, 
and to follow the light of the Spirit of Christ 
in their own hearts, the more they will be- 
come confirmed in these religions principles in 
which they were educated ; the more they 
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will cleave in their spirits to the law aod to 
tlie testimony as they have been always held 
among as. Again, I would observe that I have 
no sectarian views. 1 think nothing of any 
name under heaven, as a name to which ■wo. 
are to attach our rehgious faith, but the name 
of Jeaus, I have no unity with thoee who 
would be baptized into the name of Paul, into 
the name of ApoUos, or into tlie name of 
Cephas ; no, there ia hut one truth, there is 
hut one ciiurch, even the universal church of 
our Lord Jesua Christ ; and may this church 
be awakened from her slumbers, may she 
arise and shake herself from the dust, may she 
array herself in her beautiful garments, may 
she be clothed with the sun, and may the in- 
ferior light of the moon of mere human . 
reason and speculation, be under her feet, and 
may she be strong and glorious in her law, 
until the glory of God shall cover the earth. 

Perhaps we cannot separate more comfort, 
ably than under the solemn feelings which 
are now created, I trust that fervent love 
one towards another pcri^adcs amongst n.% 
and that love .for the cause of truth will mor^ 
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and more distingaish us as individoalB, and as 
a body. I bid all my beloved jOMng friends 
farewell in the Lord Jesus Christ, and may we 
remember one another; may you remember 
me for good when you draw near to the throne 
of grace; may we intercede one ; ;. ^'^ther, 
in the name of Jesus. The Lc «1 be tt Ji you, 
and prosper you in all your ways. Farewell! 
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